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UB RISE Committee 

Ioana Badara, PhD, Chair 

Julie Demers, MA, CRA, Co-Chair 

Subcommittee Chairs:  

Elizbaeth Fles, PhD 

Kathleen Wallace, EdD (‘20) 

Liz Belleau, MA, MBA 

Rebecca Bruckenstein, MA (‘16) 

Rob Gerowe 

Members:  

Elena Cahill, JD, Michael Ciolfi, DC, Khaled Elleithy, PhD, 

Kathleen Engelmann, PhD, Mohammed Aljamal, MA (‘21), 

Fred Ferraro, MS,  Maria Gherasimova, PhD, Trina Henderson, 

Kevin Kelliher, PhD, Matt Kuhar, Eric Lehman, MA, David 

Oberleitner, PhD, Myia Powell-Baldwin, MA (‘16), Tim 

Raynor, DBA, Gary Reeves (‘22), Yvrose Romulus, MA (‘16), 

Stephanie Staffey, MA, Trinadh Venna, MS (‘16), William 

“Bill” Moran (‘74), Lorraine Taylor (‘76) 

Faculty Competitive Poster Judges 

Vinod Dhar, PhD & Cynthia Murphy 

Goodwin University 

Alexandra Guzman, PhD, University of New Haven 

Samir Hamada, PhD (‘16), Central Connecticut State University 

Sean Heffron, EdD (‘22) & Sara Connolly, PhD 

Sacred Heart University 

UB/GU* Faculty Student Poster Judges 

Jessica Andre, Begum Aliya, Sandybell Anorga, Natalia 

Belfiore, Valeria Bisceglia Garrido, Tonya Chacon, Donna 

Eastabrooks, Linda Fleming, Ahmed El-Sayed,  Meredith 

Gaffney, Abu Gafar Hossion, Junling Hu, Ludivina C  I’llmeta, 

Seokyoung Kang, Michelle Lea, Bruce Lorentzen, Marcia 

Lorentzen, Patricia Mulcahy-Ernt, Claude E. P. Mayo, Anthony 

Ross Jr., Mita Saksena, Sandra Stramoski, Brianna Stefano, 

Abhilasha Tibrewal, Md Khabir Uddin, Jeffrey Vance, Xingguo 

Xiong, Vita A. Vernace* 

UB Judges/Staff Volunteers 

Jaria Aljoe, Officer Danny Berrios, Cecil James Buguis, John 

Carserino, Amanda Chan, Sherri Dente, Janice Faye, William 

Foglio, Stephen Giambra, William Guerrero, Christine Harkins, 

Richard Hebert, Trina Henderson, Scott Hughes, Kristy Huntley, 

Lillian Nash, Brenda Pioli, Kimberly Rose, Officer Randy 

Sadler, Gisele Salgado, Cindy Sanders, Malhar Sharma, Patricia 

Varvella, April Vournelis, Yumin Wang, Eileen Zoppi 

UB Student Judges/Volunteers 

Zain Alrahmani, Hareesh Asupally, Deepalakshmi “Dolly” 

Balaji, Roger Beadle, Sai Yashwanth Bondalapati, James 

Demers, Chaithanya Ranga Prasad Dokala,  Adejoke Ifafesobi,  

Hepseeba Kode, Sravya Kommu, Preethi Himavarsha Kukkala, 

Alekhya Laksmi, Rishika Rao, Amadu Tawfic, Najeeb Uddin, 

Abdullah Aldwean, Alberto Labrada, Alexandria Bailey, April 

Petty, Arismelba Rosario Osoria, Arsha Kardani Arzu Susoglu, 

Ayra Rono, Bianca Barreiro, Brandon Galvan, Brookelynne 

Verrette, Candace Devito, Chantel Valencia, Chastity Gooden-

Clyne, Chyna Belle Ranger, Devendar Reddy Tamma, Dhanush 

Kumar, Doddapaneni Nandhitha, Eabez Thankachan, Emily 

Oquendo, Geneva Bernoudy, Heidi Bennett, Joanne Milord, 

Joshua R Inty, Kali Smolinski, Kazi Sifat Hasan, Kheliz Avent-

Jeter, Kiana-Edith Robinson, Lesha Daley, Mahanthi Gade, 

Mahasimha Teja Reddy Savva, Marilin Flores, Martha Trofort, 

Mayra Tamayo, Mina Gaber Wahba Ibrahim, Mubera Bella 

Selimovic, Myrtle Pettit, Nadia Albishi, Neha Eqbal, Nikaash 

Pasnoori, Northern Star, Owen Quantick, Phanideep 

Kantamraju,  Raghuram Bale, Sathishkumar Anamalamudi, 

Shannique Leung-Hall, Srilekha Katuri, Tai Mangual, Shreya 

Shrestha,Tania Nicole Sutherland, Thania Flores Garcia, Travis 

Perricone, Udayasri Puvvada 

UB Alumni Judges/Volunteers 

Laiali H. Almazaydeh, PhD,  Judy Apicella, MS, Janneth 

Achury, Mohamed Ben Haj Frej, PhD, ('19), Arlene Gottesman 

(’71, ’85), Lex Greene,  Samir Hamada, PhD (’16), Jason Li 

(’93), Isaac Macwan, PhD (‘14), William Moran (’74), Kelly 

Mulligan, EdD, Beth Muturi, Catherine Rodriguez (’18), Lynn 

Eaton Schneider ('84), Michael Schneider, Charles Ward, 

Lavanda Wright  

UB Offices & Student Organizations Sponsors 

Center for Student Involvement: Craig Lennon, Kelli Meyer, 

Marisa Carrasco, Fiorella Castagnetto 

Office of Admissions: Allison Garris, Jessica Clarke, Amy 

Burroso 

Advancement Office: Alexa Bottoni, Rob Gerowe, Yvrose 

Romulus, Marlon Montanella 

Facilities: John Carserino 

UB Clinics: Janice Faye 

UB Wheeler Recreation Center: Dave Graham, Alex Granda 

Library Services: Heather Siemon, Anthony Battaglia, Dale 

Outhouse 

Fones School of Dental Hygiene: Sandra Stramoski, RDH, 

MSDH, Amanda Sargent MS, RDH, Jessica Damian, Daneshka 

Cantres-Vega, Chyna Belle Ranger, Tavysla Walker, Emily 

Johnson, Steven Williams Alexa Rose, Amelia Riebe, Ysabel 

Kery Santana 

Biology Club: Alyna Nguyen, Hachton Laforest, Aaron 

Caldwell, Ryan Doan, Julia Gavrilidis 

Psychology Club: Sarah Mohamad, Usman Manawar,  

Lina Orozco Adwaitha Sadamsetty, Bianca Trotman,  

Ashaunte' Jones, Desiree Swendsen 

Student Entrepreneurship Club 

UB Fusion Ensemble & Steel Band: Russell Fisher 



Special Thanks 

High School Poster Advisors 

Cathy Piscitelli, Amity High School 

Kirk Shadle (’06, MS), Bridgeport Regional Vocational 

Aquaculture School 

Amanda Ives, Victoria Mauer, Suchith Shantharaj, 

Fairchild Wheeler Inter-District Magnet School 

Susan Dougherty, Stamford High School 

Junling Hu, PhD, (Advising) Masuk High School  

Daniel Condon, Derek Zero, Emily Ruggeri, Kevin Gatzke, 

ACE Bridgeport Chapter Advisors 

UB Faculty Poster Advisors 

College of Engineering, Business & Education 

Abhilasha Tibrewal, MS (’01, CS), Ahmed El-Sayed, PhD (‘11 

& ‘16, CSE), Arthur McAdams, PhD, Ausif Mahmood, PhD, 

Buket Barkana, PhD, Dan Tenney, PhD, Jani Macari Pallis, 

PhD, Junling Hu, PhD, Khaled Elleithy, PhD, Navarun Gupta, 

PhD, Prabir Patra, PhD, Peter Cavanaugh, EdD, Sarosh Patel, 

PhD (’12, CSE), Xingguo Xiong, PhD, Zheng Li, PhD, Ali 

Baker, PhD, Gew-Rae Kim, PhD, Michael Lohle, PhD, Timothy 

Raynor, DBA, Andrew Deacon, EdD (’21), Claude Mayo, JD, 

Kathleen Wallace, EdD (’20), Ioana Badara, PhD, Jeffrey 

Vance, EdD, Judith Moeller, MA, Nelson Ngoh, PhD, Patricia 

Buxton, EdD, Tonya Chacon, EdD 

College of Health Sciences  

Kevin Kelliher, PhD. Salvatore Diaz, DNP(c) MSN, RN, Sandra 

Stramoski, MS, Sara Wallace, MSH, PA-C 

College of Science & Society  

Abu Hossion, PhD, Anthony Ross, Jr., PhD, David     

Oberleitner, PhD, Elizabeth Haas, PhD, Kathleen Engelmann, 

PhD, Liane Leedom, PhD, Lioubov Pogorelova, Md Khabir 

Uddin, PhD, Natalia Belfiore, PhD 

Goodwin University  

Marketing: Phil Moore, Peter Decoteau, Charissa Bass, Sibley 

Muschinsky, Liz Belleau, Kevin Peloquin, Samantha Ryan, 
Susanna Seery, Geonna Snyder

Advanced Manufacturing Mobile Training Lab: Cliff 

Thermer, EdD, Melanie Hoben, MS, Les Sinnock, Guy LaBella, 

Scott Kennedy   

Gold Sponsors  

Entrepreneurship Foundation, Mike Roer (‘08) 

UB Offices of the President, Provost,  Innovation, Strategy, and 

Advancement, and Finance  

Breakfast Sponsor 

UB’s Student Government Association 

Fatima Khan, Crystal Rankin, Kiana Robinson, 

Roshan Bhatt, Jaryee Cooper, Junghee Sohn 

White  Sponsors 

Joanna A. Badara, PhD 

Khaled Elleithy, PhD 

Home Harvested Herbals & Bella Alpacas, Judy Apicella, MS 

Alumni & Friends Sponsors 

Barbara James, Gordon Stier, Lorraine Taylor (‘76), 

Prof. Hal Tepfer (‘78), William “Bill” Moran (‘74),        

Julie Demers, CRA 

SILENT AUCTION PRIZES 

UB Faculty Authors 

Co-occurring Mental Illness and Substance Use Disorders: 

Evidence-based Integrative Treatment and Multicultural 

Application 1st Edition edited by Fredrick Dombrowski, PhD* 

Innovations and Advances in Computer, Information, Systems 

Sciences, and Engineering 2013 ed. (Two Volumes) edited by 

Khaled Elleithy, PhD* 

UDL University: Designing for Variability Across the 

Postsecondary Curriculum by Randy, Laist, PhD 

Yankee’s New England Adventures: Over 400 Essential Things 

to See and Do by Eric Lehman, MA* 

UB Alumni Authors 

After the End by Sean Heffron, EdD (‘22) 

Power Economics: An Executive Guide to Energy Efficiency, 

Conservation, and Generation Strategies by Elena Cahill, JD* 

On a Quest to Find Him Whom My Soul Loves: The Journey 

Begins & On a Quest to Find Him Whom My Soul Loves by 

Marjorie McAllister  

Unstoppable Happiness, The View from Within, & Let's Be 

Friends by Donna Martire Miller 

The Endangered Customer: 8 Steps to Guarantee Repeat 

Business by Richard Shapiro (’67) 

Friends of UB Authors 

Uncolonized Latinas: Transforming Our Mindsets And Rising 

Together by Valeria Aloe, MBA 

Aftermath of Jennifer Kesse’s Abduction  by Bill Gilmour 

Look, Ma! No Hands!: Life's Lessons Learned the Hard Way  by 

Doe Hentschel, PhD* 

*These items are posted on-line and can be bid upon using

Text2Bid Maestro Software Auction Bidding - Text “UBRISE”

to 71760. For those attending UB RISE in person, the other

items are available as silent auction bids, visit the Social Room

in the John J. Cox Center for more information and other

exciting items.

PRIZE GIVE AWAY DONORS 

Angie’s Aqua Seafood Market – Dave Henry 

Amity High School Research Program – Cathy Piscitelli 

Asprola Coffee – Timothy Raynor, DBA 

Pepsico - Dale Collins 

The Emporium – Mike Roer (‘08) 

UB Alumni Association  

UB Fones School of Dental Hygiene 

https://www.amazon.com/Uncolonized-Latinas-Transforming-Mindsets-Together/dp/1637308442
https://www.amazon.com/Uncolonized-Latinas-Transforming-Mindsets-Together/dp/1637308442



