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PoOLICY STATEMENT:

The University of Bridgeport ensures the responsible stewardship of research data generated through scholarly, educational, and
sponsored activities such as extramural funding and foundations. Research data are valuable institutional assets that support the integrity,
reproducibility, and verification of research findings.

The purpose of this policy is to document the requirements for the ownership, use, storage, access, retention, and disposition of research
data in alignment with legal, regulatory, and funding agency mandates. This policy applies to all University faculty, staff, students, post-
doctoral fellows, and external collaborators involved in the design, execution, or reporting of research projects under the auspices of the
respective institution or organization. Except as otherwise governed by sponsor agreements, federal regulations, or applicable law,
research data generated through activities conducted under the auspices of the University are owned by the University of Bridgeport.
Principal Investigators (Pls), faculty, staff, and student researchers serve as developers and custodians of such data and are responsible
for ensuring that research data are collected, maintained, protected, and retained in accordance with this policy.

Nothing in this policy shall be construed to transfer ownership of a doctoral dissertation, master's thesis, or other student-authored
scholarly work from its author. Students retain copyright and ownership of the dissertation or thesis as scholarly work. The University,
however, retains ownership and stewardship of the underlying research data generated in connection with University research activities,
consistent with this policy, applicable law, and any applicable sponsor requirements.

PROCEDURE DETAILS:
1. Ownership of Research Data

a. Research data generated through University-supported research, sponsored projects, institutional initiatives, work done as
part of faculty load or activities conducted using University resources are the property of the University of Bridgeport.

b. Ownership may be modified by the terms of a sponsored research agreement, grant contract, collaborative agreement, or
applicable law.

c. Student-generated research data collected as part of coursework, theses, dissertations, capstone projects, assistantships, or
faculty-supervised research are subject to this policy. Students may retain intellectual ownership of scholarly products (e.g.,
theses, dissertations, publications) while the underlying research data remain subject to University stewardship requirements.
NOTE: Coursework-related activities are typically educational in nature and, as such, generally do not constitute research under
federal regulations because they are not designed to generate broadly applicable knowledge.

d. Faculty-generated research produced during their University responsibilities, including sponsored and non-sponsored
research activities, are subject to this policy. While faculty generally retain authorship and academic rights related to scholarly
products derived from their research, the University maintains stewardship responsibilities for research data to ensure
compliance with legal, regulatory, contractual, and institutional obligations. Such data shall be managed, retained, and shared in
accordance with this policy and applicable sponsor requirements.

e. Scholarly works created by faculty members in the course of their academic and professional activities, including books,
articles, presentations, and other scholarly or creative works, generally remain the intellectual property of the creator, unless
mandated by the publisher of a Journal. Faculty retain the right to determine the manner of dissemination and publication of such
works and to receive any associated revenues, except where otherwise governed by law, contractual obligations, sponsor
requirements, or University intellectual property policies.

f. For Multi-institutional and collaborative research projects, ownership, stewardship, access, retention, and sharing of research
data shall be governed by the terms of applicable sponsored project agreements, memoranda of understanding, data use
agreements, consortium agreements, or other written agreements among the participating parties. In the absence of such
agreements, the collaborating institutions and investigators shall work in good faith to establish responsibilities for the



management and use of research data in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, sponsor requirements, and institutional
policies.

Data Access and Use

a. Principal Investigators and authorized research personnel shall have primary access to research data necessary to conduct
and complete approved research activities.

b. The University retains the right to access research data when necessary to:

i. Respond to allegations of research misconduct;

ii. Comply with legal, regulatory, accreditation, or audit requirements;

iii. Fulfill sponsor obligations;

iv. Protect research participants, as indicated in IRB approved consent documents
(www.bridgeport.edu/files/docs/research/compliance/human-research-protection-plan.pdf)
v. Ensure continuity of research activities when a researcher departs the institution.

c. Research data containing confidential, proprietary, personally identifiable, protected health, or otherwise sensitive information
must only be accessed by authorized individuals. Research must be conducted in compliance with the Institutional Data and IRB
policies and procedures (www.bridgeport.eduffiles/docs/policies/institutional-data-policy.pdf and
www.bridgeport.edu/files/docs/research/compliance/human-research-protection-plan.pdf)

d. Researchers who use third-party vendors, cloud-based platforms, artificial intelligence tools, software-as-a-service (SaaS)
applications, transcription services, survey platforms, data analysis tools, or other external services to collect, store, process,
analyze, transmit, or share research data are responsible for ensuring that such use complies with applicable laws, regulations,
sponsor requirements, contractual obligations, institutional policies, and approved research protocols.

Prior to using a third-party service with sensitive, confidential, proprietary, or identifiable research data, researchers may be
required to obtain review and approval from the Institutional Review Board (IRB), Information Technology (IT), Information
Security, Sponsored Programs, or other designated institutional offices, as appropriate.

Researchers shall not disclose sensitive or identifiable research data to third-party services unless appropriate safeguards are in
place, including, where applicable, contractual protections, data use agreements, confidentiality provisions, security reviews, and
participant consent. The use of external services does not relieve researchers of their responsibility to protect research data and
maintain compliance with applicable requirements.

The use of artificial intelligence (Al) tools and services in research activities must be conducted in accordance with University
policies governing data security, privacy, research integrity, and human participant protections. Researchers shall not upload or
disclose sensitive, confidential, proprietary, or identifiable research data to Al systems unless such use has been reviewed and
approved as required by institutional policy and applicable regulations. All University policies can be found at
https://www.bridgeport.edu/about/policies.

Data Storage and Security

a. Research data shall be stored using University-approved storage systems or secure platforms approved by Information
Technology and, where applicable, the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Physical research records and paper-based data shall
be maintained in secure locations with access limited to authorized personnel and protected from unauthorized access, loss,
damage, or disclosure. See www.bridgeport.edu/files/docs/policies/computer-network-acceptable-use-policy.pdf for more
information.

b. Researchers must implement safeguards appropriate to the sensitivity of the data, including encryption, password protection,
access controls, and secure transmission methods.

c. Sensitive data shall not be stored on personal devices or external storage media unless specifically authorized and adequately
secured. Once research data have been appropriately anonymized or de-identified, they may be retained and used for
secondary analysis, future research, educational activities, or scholarly dissemination, subject to applicable regulatory, sponsor,
contractual, and institutional requirements.
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Data Retention

a. Research data shall be retained for a minimum of three (3) years (typically 3 to 7 years, especially for physical specimens and
medical data) following the completion of the research project, publication of findings, or closeout of the sponsored project,
whichever is later. The retention periods must be extended if the funding agency or sponsored guidelines require a longer period;
the data are subject to ongoing litigation, audit or investigation, or the data support a pending patent application.

A student research project may be deemed abandoned when the student is no longer enrolled, employed, or otherwise affiliated
with the University and has failed to maintain active participation in the project for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months.
Following reasonable efforts to notify the student, the faculty advisor, principal investigator, department chair, or other designated
University official may assume responsibility for the project's data, records, and regulatory obligations. Such transfer shall not
alter any applicable intellectual property rights but shall ensure compliance with retention, security, sponsor, and regulatory
requirements.

b. Longer retention periods may be required by sponsor agreements, federal regulations, professional accreditation standards,
legal proceedings, or IRB requirements.

c. Investigators are responsible for maintaining sufficient records to validate research findings during the retention period.

The University is committed to fostering a culture of open, responsible, and ethical research. The University supports the
responsible management, preservation, dissemination, and sharing of research data and scholarly outputs to promote
transparency, reproducibility, scientific advancement, and public trust. Consistent with applicable laws, regulations, sponsor
requirements, ethical obligations, contractual commitments, and intellectual property rights, researchers are encouraged to
preserve and share research data and scholarly outputs in ways that facilitate validation, replication, future discovery, education,
and innovation. The University encourages dissemination of research through appropriate scholarly publications, presentations,
repositories, and other recognized academic venues, including open access publications when appropriate and consistent with
disciplinary norms and sponsor requirements. Researchers are encouraged to make research data consistent with the FAIR
Data Principles—Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable—whenever feasible and appropriate.

Data sharing and public access must be conducted in a manner that protects participant privacy, confidential and proprietary
information, intellectual property, and other legal, regulatory, contractual, and ethical obligations.

Researcher Departure from the University
a. Research data remain the property of the University when a faculty member, staff member, or student leaves the institution.

b. Faculty members, students, and other researchers who separate from the University may request continued access to
research data they generated or substantially contributed to for purposes of scholarship, publication, or ongoing research.
Requests for access or transfer of research data must be coordinated through Information Technology and approved by the
appropriate University official(s) to ensure compliance with applicable laws, regulations, sponsor requirements, confidentiality
obligations, and University policies.

The University retains stewardship responsibilities for research data subject to this policy and may impose reasonable conditions
on the continued access, use, transfer, or sharing of such data. Access to sensitive, identifiable, proprietary, or otherwise
restricted data may be limited or denied as required by law, sponsor obligations, participant consent, data use agreements, or
University policy.

The University recognizes the importance of maintaining reasonable access to research data to support scholarly productivity,
completion of publications, fulfillment of sponsor obligations, and continuation of research activities following separation from the
institution.

c. Any transfer of research data must protect participant confidentiality and comply with applicable regulations.

Data Disposal

a. Upon expiration of the applicable retention period, research data shall be securely destroyed or archived in accordance with
University records management practices (see www.bridgeport.edu/about/policies).

b. Disposal methods shall be appropriate to the sensitivity of the data and applicable legal requirements.

Accountability and Compliance. All individuals engaged in research under the auspices of the University are responsible for
complying with this policy, as well as all applicable federal and state laws, sponsor requirements, University policies, and ethical
standards governing the collection, management, retention, security, sharing, and disposition of research data.

Principal Investigators are responsible for ensuring that research data are managed in accordance with this policy throughout the
research lifecycle and that all members of the research team receive appropriate guidance regarding their responsibilities.


http://www.bridgeport.edu/about/policies

Students, staff, collaborators, and other research personnel are expected to comply with applicable data management practices
under the supervision of the Principal Investigator.

The IRB, in collaboration with the Office of Institutional Effectiveness, the Institutional Review Board, Information Technology
Services, and other appropriate University offices, provides oversight and guidance regarding implementation of this policy within
their respective areas of responsibility.

Failure to comply with this policy may result in corrective actions consistent with applicable University policies, collective
bargaining agreements, student conduct procedures, sponsor requirements, or other applicable laws and regulations.

The University is committed to supporting compliance through education, guidance, and resources that promote responsible
research data stewardship and ethical research practices.

9. Related Policies and Documents
Institutional Intellectual Property Policy
Institutional Data Policy
IRB Participant Protection Policy
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DEFINITIONS:

Sensitive Data: Data that require heightened safeguards because unauthorized access, disclosure, modification,
loss, or misuse could result in harm to individuals or organizations, violate legal or contractual obligations,
compromise research integrity, or create institutional risk.

FAIR Principles: Modern research heavily emphasizes making data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and
Reusable. This ensures that other researchers can scrutinize, replicate, and build upon the original work.

Data Steward: the individual responsible for the day-to-day operational management of an organization's data
assets. The Steward ensures the data are of high quality, accurately documented, properly stored, secure, and
compliant with both legal regulations and institutional policies. For small- to moderate-sized research projects in
university settings, typically the Principal Investigator is the Data Steward.

Research Data: Information, regardless of form or medium, that is collected, observed, generated, recorded, or
derived during scholarly, scientific, creative, or research activities and that is necessary to support, validate, replicate,
interpret, or document research findings, conclusions, or outcomes. Research data may include, but are not limited
to, laboratory records, field notes, survey responses, interview recordings and transcripts, observational data,
images, audio and video recordings, software code, models, algorithms, simulations, databases, spreadsheets,
instruments, specimens, and other materials used to support research activities. Research data may exist in physical
or electronic formats and may include raw, processed, analyzed, or aggregated data.

Research data do not generally include administrative records, routine instructional materials not associated with
research activities, preliminary manuscript drafts, peer review communications, or other documents that do not serve
as evidence of research processes, methods, or findings, unless otherwise required by sponsor, regulatory,
contractual, or institutional requirements.

Principal Investigator (PI): The individual designated by the University to direct and oversee a research project and
who bears primary responsibility for the scientific, technical, administrative, ethical, and regulatory conduct of the
project. The Principal Investigator is responsible for ensuring compliance with applicable laws, regulations, sponsor
requirements, Institutional Review Board (IRB) approvals, University policies, and data management requirements,
including the appropriate collection, security, retention, sharing, and disposition of research data. For student



research projects, the faculty advisor or other designated faculty member may serve as the Principal Investigator
when required by institutional policy or regulatory requirements.

EXCLUSIONS:
N/A

OFFICES DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE PoLICY:
Academic Affairs, OIE, IRB

HISTORY: Created June 2026 by the IRB, Office of Institutional Effectiveness, and Academic Affairs.

Document the origin/creation of the policy- faculty, staff, task force, policy review commission- which functional units
and committees were involved- Faculty Senate, Data Governance Committee, IT, Al Task Force, IRB, Library,

EFFECTIVE | June 2026
DATE:

RESPONSIBLE | OE
OFFICE
(ONLY ONE):

REVIEW Annually
DATE:

APPENDIX:
N/A



	Title:
	Policy Statement:
	Procedure Details:
	Definitions:
	Exclusions:
	Offices Directly Affected by the Policy:
	Effective Date:
	Responsible Office(only one):
	Review Date:
	Appendix:

