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Collegiate Team National 
Championships held in April.   



2

U B  KNIGHTLINES.  SUMMER 2009 

“Do what you love. If you’re doing what you love, you’re 
already a rich man,” said Emmy Award-winning Russ 
Landau ’77, who received the 2009 Alumni Recognition 
Award during the 99th annual Commencement.

Th e University also honored 18 Golden Knights 
from the Class of 1959 on the 50th anniversary of their 
graduation. Resplendent in bright yellow cap and gowns, 
they marched across the stage at Harbor Yard before 
degrees were awarded to more than 1,600 graduates.

Alumnus Lambert Shell ’92 received an Honorary 
Degree in recognition of his contributions to young people 
at the Queens N.Y. Library, where he started nationally 
recognized programs for children and teenagers. Shell, a 
former basketball star who led UB to two consecutive 
NCAA Division II fi nals and who was the Division II 
Basketball Player of the Year in 1992, told graduates 
to help those who are less fortunate.

Student speaker Ester Teo, 21, a biology major, 
urged peers: “Your dreams and goals are bigger than 
the recession.”

Messages of hope clearly resonated with students, 
many of whom said they already had overcome signifi cant 
challenges in order to graduate. Among them was José 
Beltre, 40, who earned his associate’s degree in dental 
hygiene. A married father of four and former New York 
City cab driver, Beltre worked the overnight shift before 
going directly to early morning classes at the Fones 
School. “Working full-time, going to school, having a 
family – it’s been tough. I haven’t seen much of them,” 
he admitted.

Nevertheless, Beltre will return to UB in the fall to 
earn his bachelor’s degree.

Erika Formanek, an interior design major, graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree and something equally precious 
in hand: a job at Aviation Design, a Connecticut fi rm 
that designs interiors of private jets. Both achievements, 
Formanek said, capped a long journey that began during 
her childhood, when she used to create extravagant 
miniature “sets” out of foam board and boxes before 
appointing them with curtains and hand-made furni-
ture. Recognizing her passion, her grandmother Joan 
Formanek, a former UB employee, recommended 
the interior design program. 

Graduation ’09 
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The freshman Democrat met with  
University President Neil Salonen to discuss  
UB, the fastest-growing University in his  
district. Himes also saw first-hand the programs  
and facilities that benefit campus and community 
groups alike.

Stating that he was “impressed,” Himes added:  
“The University of Bridgeport provides the opportunity 
for top-notch career training right in the city’s backyard.  
These facilities, educators, and programs are great assets 
to our job creation and education efforts in Bridgeport 
and the surrounding communities.”

Rebecca Salonen, Frank Zullo, chairman of the 
board of trustees, and Mary-Jane Foster, vice president 
of university relations, also guided Himes through the  
campus, stopping at the Fones School of Dental Hygiene 
Clinic, Knights Field, and Wahlstrom Library, all of 
which have undergone significant capital improvements.

They were fitting stops for Himes, a former Rhodes 
Scholar who has made education a top priority. 

  Wahlstrom’s educational technology,  
   including a global database of books, 

 

 

research, and other periodicals, enables students to 
access a world of research with just a few clicks on a 
computer keyboard.

At the Fones Clinic, student hygienists train on the 
most advanced equipment available, graduating with skills 
that are in increasing demand by the dental profession, 
Fones Dean Meg Zayan told Himes.

Knights Field, providing much-needed playing  
space in Bridgeport, is used by area sports groups and  
UB soccer teams. 

Later, Himes met with the gymnastics team, congratu-
lating members for winning the USA Gymnastics Collegiate 
Team National Championships. The team’s success stunned 
many who didn’t believe the Purple Knights could rise  
to the top. But Himes, who in defeating 21-year 
incumbent Christopher Shays knows something about 
surprising formidable opponents, was eager to talk to 
the athletes before posing for photographs.   – L.G.

Congressman Jim  
Himes tours UB

“The University of 
Bridgeport provides the 
opportunity for top-notch 
career training right in 
the city’s backyard.  
These facilities, educators, 
and programs are great 
assets to our job creation 
and education efforts in 
Bridgeport and the sur-
rounding communities.”
– Jim Himes
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Led by professors Leigh-Lynn Vitukinas and Sandra 
Stramoski, fi ve dental hygiene students and two recent 
graduates spent a whirlwind week from May 30 to 
June 6, treating hundreds of patients, including children 
and adults.

“I was surprised by how much of a need there is. I 
didn’t realize a community could be so forgotten,” said 
Vitukinas. “It was an exhausting week full of work and 
fun.”

Th is is the second summer Vitukinas and Stramoski 
have led the outreach trip to Roatan, a sun-drenched 
vacation spot where stunning natural habitat and resorts 
belie the harsh economic reality that many island residents 
live in poverty unseen by tourists.

Th e group distributed toothbrushes and invited 
villagers to come for free dental screenings, cleanings, 
fl uoride treatments, and other services that the hygienists   
provided at a makeshift dental clinic set up at in a 
social hall in the town of Flowers Bay.

Th e trip was paid for through fundraisers and by 
students, who dug into personal savings. Fones hopes to 
attract sponsors for future trips. Even so, competition 
to participate was high: 23 Fones students submitted 
personal essays to apply for seven available slots. 

“It was a very international group. Several of our 
students were from third world countries, and they 
had a strong desire to give back,” said Stramoski. 
Students Th atiane Faria and Margarita Restrepo, who 
graduated from Fones in May, both speak Spanish, and 
their fl uency enabled the group to better communicate 
with patients.

Students Isaiah Campbell, Latoya Walton, Kangan 
Kaushal, Catherine Dysert, and alumna Margaret Horvay 
’09 also participated. “Our students were 100 percent 
receptive,” Vitukinas said. “Th ey told us it was a life-
changing experience for them, and they do want to work 
in public health as a result of the experience.’    – L.G.

Dental hygiene students 
bring smiles and care 
to needy in Honduras
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Those challenges drew more than 100 engineers from 
around the world to the University of Bridgeport 
from June 22 to 25 for the Sixth Annual International 
Conference on Remote Engineering, the world’s premier 
consortium on distance technology.

Known as the REV Conference (for Remote  
Engineering and Virtual instrumentation), the four-day 
meeting brought together engineering researchers,  
educators, and professionals to explore the future and 
application of remote engineering in industry and  
academia. Participants delivered papers, presented  
demonstrations and research posters, and shared  
experiences in virtual engineering.

“These individuals are the leaders of the online  
community around the world,” said Dr. Tarek M. Sobh, 
dean of the School of Engineering and cochairman  

of the scientific advisory board of the International  
Association of Online Engineering (IAOE), which  
sponsored the conference.

“One of the biggest paradigms now in virtual 
engineering is education. It’s easy if we’re talking about 
something like an online MBA program. But what if 
you teach robotics?” Sobh said. “One of the things that’s 
happening – and we’re doing it here at UB, too – is 
we’re putting lots of our machinery online so students 
can move equipment and work with it and understand 
it from across the world. It’s very cool.”

Based in Austria, the IAOE hosts the annual REV 
Conference at different institutions around the world. 
This year’s meeting at the University of Bridgeport was the  
first time it has been held in the United States.    – L.G.

Premier engineering  
conference held at UB

Small businesses got a helping hand from the School of Business on June 5, when its professors and  
students joined executives from Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, the global consulting firm, to host a day of  
free seminars aimed at helping entrepreneurs thrive during challenging economic times.

More that 60 participants attended the event at the business school, which was part of Deloitte’s  
10th Annual IMPACT Day devoted to community service. Sessions covered topics from more effectively 
managing personal and business finances to harnessing technology, enhancing business presentations,  
and an overview of the world’s economy and how it affects small businesses.

Dean Paul Lerman said the battered economy made it even more imperative for universities and  
institutions like Deloitte to support small businesses by “providing them with the expertise and guidance  
necessary to navigate during difficult times. There are more than 329,000 small businesses in Connecticut, 
and their continued success is crucial to sustaining the state’s economic vitality.”

IMPACT Day is a national day of service involving more than 40,000 Deloitte employees who contribute 
their skills and time to improve the communities where they work and live.   – L.G.

Business School joins Deloitte  
 to help small businesses
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Th e report, which measures both direct and 
indirect spending, jobs created, and services 
provided by UB, puts a dollar fi gure on 
the University’s otherwise well-known 
contributions to the region, said President 
Neil Salonen. 

 “We have always known that we are 
a key economic asset,” Salonen noted, 
“but even we didn’t realize how signifi cant 
we are.”

Area business leaders echoed that 
sentiment. “As one of the city’s largest 
employers,” said Paul S. Timpanelli, 
president of Bridgeport Regional Business 
Council, “the University of Bridgeport 
has a direct impact on the economic 

future and revitalization of Bridgeport. Th is impact 
study clearly underscores the important relationship 
between UB, the City of Bridgeport, and the state. 
As it prospers, the city will, too.”

Th e 24-page report was prepared for the University 
by Kevin B. Stokes, a partner of EconImpact, a Louisville, 
Kentucky, consulting fi rm that conducts similar studies 
for colleges and universities throughout the United States.

“If UB were to disappear tomorrow,” said Stokes, “the 
state would be $438 million worse off . Th e University’s 
contribution is extremely important, and its infl uence goes 
on and on. Moreover, UB is getting bigger every year, so 
its impact will get bigger still.”

Among the key fi ndings are:

 Th e University contributes $438 million in 
additional spending to Connecticut and Bridgeport. 

 $177.1 million is added to the state’s income 
through direct and indirect spending by students, 
employees, alumni, and other individuals associated 
with the University. 

Th e University provides $37.3 million in social 
benefi ts and $1.4 million in community service 
activities to Connecticut and its residents. 

 More than 17,000 alumni reside, live, and work 
in Connecticut, contributing $214 million to the 
state economy, of which $123 million goes to 
Fairfi eld County and $14.4 million positively 
impacts Bridgeport. 

Th e University supports employment for 1,096 
individuals, including 1,312 other new jobs 
throughout Connecticut. 

Area leaders said the University’s economic impact 
study not only measured its signifi cance on the local 
and state economy but is an acute reminder of how 
interconnected UB is to the state.

 “It is clear,” the report concludes, “that in addition 
to the University’s profound contributions to the cultural 
life of the community, it is making sizable economic 
contributions as well.”

To view the full report, go to www.bridgeport.edu/
include/pdf/alumni/UB_EconomicImpactStudy.pdf. 

                                                                       – L.G.

UB pumps $438 million into 
Connecticut economy 

(in millions of dollars)

Social Benefi ts
$37

Community 
Service

$1

Bridgeport 
Government

$7

Direct Spending
$86

Secondary 
Spending

$91

Increased 
Alumni Earnings

$214
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Chiropractic doctors are legally  
required to continue their educa-
tion to stay up-to-date. But when 
they attend seminars or receive other  
training, conflicts of interest are  
rarely disclosed. Is there a potential  
problem?  
and Anthony Lisi, who teach 
at UB’s College of Chiropractic, 
surveyed chiropractic colleges and 
associations in North America and  
found that only half have formal 
written conflict-of-interest policies.  
Their study, “Conflict-of-interest 
policies among institutions and 
organizations offering chiropractic 
continuing education,” appeared 
in the May issue of Journal of 
Manipulative and Physiological 
Therapeutics.  

, assistant 
professor of electrical engineer-
ing and computer engineering, 
was named president-elect of the 
American Society of Engineering  
Education’s Northeast Zone  
during the group’s regional con-
ference held at the University in 
April. Dr. Gupta’s main areas  
of research include audio signal 
processing, bio-signal processing, 
and signal processing in astronomy.

Paintings by
were selected for the summer 2009 
group exhibition at Kiley Court 
Gallery in Provincetown, MA. 
Kandalaft, chairman of the interior 
design program in the School of 
Arts and Sciences, studied at the 
École régionale Beaux-Arts in 
Rouen, France, under the direction  
of the late Jacques Ramondot and  
Robert Savary, winner of the Grand  
Prix de Rome. Kandalaft, who 
paints in a synthesized and fauve 
style, recently was the subject of 
a solo exhibition at White Space 
Gallery in New Haven, CT. He 
received his master’s degree from 
the University of Montréal School 
of Architecture.

has been hired 
as the new assistant professor of 
graphic design, replacing Amy 
Papaelias, who stepped down as 
program chair in May. An artist, 
designer, and letterpress printer 
based in Bridgeport, Larned’s 
work has been collected by more 
than 60 universities, libraries, 
and museums, including the 
Artist’s Book Collections at the 
Brooklyn Museum and the Tate 
Museum Library in London. 
Larned earned a master’s degree 
in graphic design from Yale and 
holds a B.A. from Wesleyan.

Trouble communicating with 
your IT consultant? You’re not 
alone, according to Business 
School senior lecturer  

, whose recent 
study found a significant culture 
gap between users and providers of 
information technology. “Business 
professionals believe IT services 
are expensive and inflexible, while 
IT professionals believe they are 
underfunded,” said McAdams, 
whose study, “An Investigation of 
the Relationships between Users 
and Providers of Information 
Technology Services for Improved 
IT Effectiveness,” appeared in the 
May issue of International Journal 
of Knowledge, Culture and Change 
Management.

of The Year, teaches Media Law, 
International Journalism, Inter-
cultural Communication, and 
Communication Theory. 

 assistant professor 
of electrical engineering, won the 
Engineering Professor of the Year 
Award from the American Society 
of Engineering Education North-
east Region. The group praised 
Xiong, whose research focuses on 
electrical and mechanical systems, 
for his innovation and inspiration 
to students. 

Federal securities laws let mutual 
funds use selected information in 
ad campaigns as long as it comes  
from prospectuses filed with the  
S.E.C. So what do they reveal? That  
was the focus of the research paper 
“Mutual Fund Ads” by Business 
School professor .  
After analyzing ads in popular 
personal finance magazines, Wu  
found that just 5 percent of mutual 
funds disclose sales charges while 
64 percent include historical  
investment returns. Wu’s paper 
was selected for publication in 
Investment Management and Finan-
cial Innovations, a peer-reviewed 
journal. 

spent the summer 
finishing Leadership Analytics  
(AuthorHouse) and A Handbook 
of Statistics and Quantitative 
Analysis for Educational Leadership  
(University Press of America, 
Inc.). Scheduled for publication 
in 2009, the books will be used 
by graduate schools of business 
and education. 

, director of 
clinical services at the College of 
Chiropractic, has been appointed 
to the Council on Chiropractic 
Education Site Team Visitors, 
which accredits all U.S. doctoral 
chiropractic programs. Academy 
members must evaluate programs 
in person, and Dr. Tunnell,  
who was selected for her expertise 
in clinical education, will assess  
programs’ compliance with  
accreditation standards.

, professor of  
mass communications in the 
International College, has been 
awarded a Fulbright-Hays  
Fellowship to research the role 
of the media in socioeconomic 
development in Senegal. This is 
the third time she has received the 
award, which is administered by 
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. Dr. Yu, the University’s 
2004 Distinguished Professor 
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1952
Marcelle T. Caccioppoli retired 
from education, but she is busy 
serving as Chair and Member of 
the Board of Trustees for Mother 
Cabrini High School and President  
of the Board of Directors at Milton  
Carpenter Foundation, which 
provides college scholarships.  

Stanley Drucker retired from 
the garment industry and is “still 
friendly” with fellow alum Lawrence 
Milwitz ’52. The two not only 
were classmates at UB, they also 
attended the same elementary  
and high schools. Drucker lives  
in Flushing, NY.

Charles Kellogg is busy inventing 
products in his spare time. His 
Multi-Purpose Kitchen Handi 
Holder helps cooks with limited 
mobility peel fruit and vegetables. 
It sells on various Web sites, such 
as www.seniorssuperstores.com.  
Kellogg would like to hear from 
old UB friends and lives in Gilford, 
NH. He can be reached at 
bdhk30@yahoo.com.

1959
To celebrate the 50th anniversary  
of their graduation, Class of ’59  
alumni Howard Abner, Lynn 
Azzam, Lloyd Banquer, Otha 
Brown, Carol Cohen, Louis 
D’Amato, Karen E. Friedberg, 
Bernard Goldberg, Charles 
Huestis, Judy Krause, Richard 
Moore, Norene Robinson, 
Helen Serencha, Richard 
Shepard, Edward Wolf, and 
Shirley Zaccara marched in the 
2009 Commencement exercises 
as the newest members of the UB 
Golden Knights before attending  
a luncheon in their honor hosted 
by President and Mrs. Neil Salonen. 

Toby Ulman Grandberg writes 
that she “would love to hear from 
classmates!” She just celebrated 
her 40th wedding anniversary with 
husband Martin and the one-year  
birthday of her first granddaughter, 
Isabella. Grandberg’s son is engaged 
to be married. Grandberg lives in  
Sharon, MA, and can be reached  
at tgrandberg@aol.com.

Cheryl Rinaldi has been “working 
for the same two dentists for the 
past 27 years and loving it.” She’s 
also involved with her local and 
state dental hygiene associations. 
She lives in Waterbury and would 
like to hear from former Fones 
classmates. She can be reached at 
(203) 574-0295.

Clodomiro Falcon is president 
and CEO of Hispanic Commercial 
Guide, Inc., which publishes La 
Guia Hispana, a Spanish Yellow 
Pages serving Fairfield County’s 
growing Hispanic community. 
Falcon also is CEO and president 
of Falcon Advertising, a Spanish 
multimedia advertising company. 
He lives in Trumbull with wife, 
Aida, and can be reached at  
cfalcon@laguiaonline.com.

2005
Alexander Oji just completed 
his fourth year of teaching at 
Lincoln-Bassett School in New 
Haven, CT, and writes that  
“kindergarten is a blast! Thanks, 
UB, for everything!”

Shalishea Laws is pursuing her 
master’s degree in social work 
at Southern Connecticut State 
University while working as a case 
coordinator at St. Francis Home 
for Children in New Haven, CT. 
She hopes to volunteer in Africa 
doing social work after graduating 
in 2011. Laws lives in Bridgeport 
and can be reached at shalishea@
yahoo.com. 

2007
Valerie Lee is earning a master’s  
of fine arts degree in creative writing  
at Fairfield University while 
looking for work in marketing or 
procurement, where she can put 
her MBA from UB to use. She 
lives in Stamford, CT, and can be 
reached at vxlee@hotmail.com.

Luis Rodriguez is earning a 
master’s degree in library science, 
taking online classes at North 
Carolina Central University. He 
hopes to work in a public library 
after completing the program in 
three years. Rodriquez lives in 
Bridgeport and can be reached at 
lrodriguez1978@yahoo.com.

Would you like to share news  
of your own? We’re interested  
in what you’re doing, and so 
are your classmates! Contact: 
Knightlines  
Cortright Hall 
219 Park Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604  
or  
knightlines@bridgeport.edu.

Kevin Menard is a product 
manager at PerkinElmer and 
an adjunct professor of materi-
als science engineering at the 
University of North Texas. He 
recently published the second 
edition of his textbook, Dynamic 
Mechanical Analysis and lives in 
Denton, TX.

 



9

U B  KNIGHTLINES.  SUMMER 2009 

Lillian Donnard Rodricks ’75 was reunited in May with  
the class ring she lost more than 30 years ago, thanks to 
the perseverance of a Good Samaritan who refused to 
give up his hunt for the ring’s rightful owner.

With television cameras rolling, Orlando Tomasi, 
of Torrington, CT, returned the 10-carat gold ring to  
a stunned Rodricks. “I never thought I’d see it again,”  
she admitted.

But returned it was, thanks to a worldwide ring 
cycle that would leave Richard Wagner breathless.

Nestled amid dust bunnies, the ring was lost in a 
Bridgeport apartment once rented by Rodricks, and 
later, by Tomasi, who found it when he decided to give  
the place a good scrub. 

“I found it under the refrigerator at 3880 Main 
Street, where I was living with a buddy of mine. When  
I moved the refrigerator, I found the ring,” he said.  
“We contacted the University but were told, ‘We can’t 
find that person.’ But I kept it all these years, and I 
thought, someday I’ll find the rightful owner.”

Tomasi tucked the ring safely in his jewelry box, 
where it stayed when he moved from Bridgeport to 
Stamford, Manhattan – then, when he got a job with 
the State Department – all the way to Moscow and 
Minsk, Belarus. “The ring always followed me and every 
couple of months, I’d run into it in my jewelry box,” 
said Tomasi.

Now retired, the 71-year-old Tomasi felt a  
renewed urgency to find the ring’s owner. In March  
he called Director of Alumni Relations Susan Butler,  
asking for help.

There were clues: Greek sorority letters were etched 
on the ring’s amethyst stone, which was flanked by dates 
from the class of 1975. The letters LD, slightly worn, 
were visible on the interior of its band. Butler searched 
old yearbooks and records to find “LD.”

That was Lillian Donnard, who happily slipped  
it on her finger. Safe and sound at last.    – L.G.

 

Mary-Jane Foster, a prominent businesswoman  
and tireless community leader, has been appointed 
vice president for university relations.
      A longtime champion of Bridgeport, she  
brings to the job both an insider’s knowledge of  
and connections to the city leadership. Those 
relationships will greatly assist the University as 
she guides its alumni, community, media, and 
government relations; fundraising; and development 
efforts, said President Neil Salonen.

     “We are a University built with a strong commitment to this city and  
the region, and I know that Ms. Foster will affirm those ties and help make them 
even stronger,” said Salonen. “With her knowledge of the region and wide 
acquaintance with the leaders of the Greater Bridgeport community, she will 
share with them the great gains the University has made and involve them in  
our goals.”

Foster, who officially began her duties April 28, said, “UB means so much  
to this city and region. Its strong growth, the educational opportunities it  
provides, and the economic impact and vitality it brings are precious assets all  
of us want to support. I am looking forward to bringing the community into 
the University and the University into the region. There are many ways we can 
all benefit by working together.”

Foster is well known as the co-founder and former CEO and co-owner  
of the Bridgeport Bluefish Professional Baseball Club, which she sold in 2008. 
During her tenure, she became a recognized promoter of the team’s civic  
commitment and all that it brought to Bridgeport’s revival.

Yet her ties to Bridgeport, where she lives with her husband, Jack McGregor, 
also are forged by her personal commitments to the city.

The co-chair of the United Way of Eastern Fairfield County’s “Success by 
Six” early childhood initiative, Foster also serves on the boards of the Hudson 
Valley Bank, Fairfield County Community Foundation, and Fairfield County 
Teach for America. She also has been a volunteer court advocate for victims of 
domestic violence and served on the Bridgeport Mayor’s Commission Against 
Violence in the Home.

She is past director and former president of the board of trustees of the 
Center for Women and Families. Her considerable volunteer efforts have earned 
Foster the Philip Morris Companies Doors of Hope Outstanding Volunteer 
Award, the YWCA Volunteer of the Year, the United Way Community Builder 
Award, the Arthritis Foundation’s Woman in Motion Award, and the Connecticut 
Post’s Woman of the Year in 2003.

Before attending law school, Foster was an actress in New York, performing  
on stage and in film, television, and radio. She appeared in more than 200  
television and radio commercials.    – L.G.
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A total of 42 Bridgeport student-athletes earned spots on 
the 2009 East Coast Conference Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll, which recognizes those who earned a minimum 
3.25 cumulative grade point average for the academic 
year and were members of a team that competed for an 
ECC-sponsored championship.

Two more Purple Knights, junior Sidney Parsons in 
women’s basketball and senior Amanda Wentz in softball, 
were named East Coast Conference Scholar-Athletes of 
the Year in their respective sports. Parsons, a psychology 
and sociology major, has maintained a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average in her six semesters on campus. 

A record number of UB athletes also earned ESPN 
the Magazine/CoSIDA Academic All-District stand-
ings in 2008-09. A total of eight Purple Knights were 

recognized by the College Sports Information Directors 
Association of America for their academic prowess, with 
four earning First Team Academic All-District accolades.

Sophomore Henrik Karlsson from the men’s soccer 
team, junior Sophia Hoflin from the women’s soccer team, 
and two women’s basketball players, juniors Sidney Par-
sons and Shannon Malone, all earned First Team ESPN 
the Magazine/CoSIDA Academic All-District honors.

Sophomore Rakel Hinriksdottir from the women’s 
soccer team and softball’s Amanda Wentz, a senior, were 
Second Team ESPN the Magazine/CoSIDA Academic 
All-District honorees, and women’s soccer’s Emma 
Woolley, a junior, and senior Hannah Larson from the 
softball team were Third Team ESPN the Magazine/Co-
SIDA Academic All-District picks.    

Student-athletes star 
in the classroom 

 

 

Her childhood was rocked by abuse and 
alcoholism, but , a secretary 
in the admissions office, was determined to 
carve a better life for herself. Today Hines is 
an ordained minister, wife, mother of four 
daughters, and first-time author. In April, she 
published Teach My Daughters to Fight (Out-
skirts Press). Told with unvarnished candor, 
the memoir recounts Hines’s physical and 
emotional journey from Bridgeport – where 
she cared for her brother while her physically 
abused mother turned to alcohol for relief – to 
Virginia, where she pieced together shards of  
a tumultuous past to create a stable, loving 
family life. Hines’s next venture: earning 
her bachelor’s degree through UB’s IDEAL 
program.

English department senior 
lecturer  has pub-
lished Bridgeport: Tales from the 
Park City (The History Press). 
Spanning the 19th and 20th 
centuries, the book traces the 
lives of some of the city’s most 

incandescent residents, using their personal 
histories to tell the larger story of Bridge-
port as a bulwark of industry, commercial 
enterprise, and artistic and cultural activity. 
“I could have written a book on each of the 
chapters,” said Lehman, who features the likes 
of P.T. Barnum, Colonel Henry Mucci and  
Joesph Frisbee.

Alumna 
’67, author of Belly of the Whale 
(Kunati Books), was named 
runner-up for the 2009 Con-
necticut Press Club Award for 
Best Fiction. Harrowing and 
emotionally charged, Belly of 
the Whale traces a day in the life of Hudson 
Catalina, a wife and young mother who has 
given up against her battle with breast cancer 
but is then taken hostage by a gunman. Ter-
rorized and facing certain death, Hudson finds 
unknown strength and vows to do whatever it 
takes to see her husband and children again. 
Merlino, who calls her ballpoint pen her 
“most trustworthy partner,” writes whenever 
she can.   – L.G.

Including the University in your estate 
plans enables you to make a more gener-
ous gift than might be possible during 
your life. There are several different kinds 
of bequests, and your attorney will work 
with you to develop a gift strategy that 
is right for you.  The simplest and most 
common kind of bequest is an unrestricted 
bequest for general purposes. Because an 
unrestricted bequest can be used for the 
University’s most pressing needs – which 
can change over time – this type of 
posthumous gift allows UB administra-
tors and trustees the most flexibility in its 
distribution.

To ensure that your Will is legally 
valid and effective, we strongly advise that 
you engage a competent attorney to work 
with you in its preparation.  

For more information about mak-
ing a planned gift to UB, please contact 
Meems Ellenberg at 203-576-4542 or 
mellenbe@bridgeport.edu. All discussions 
are conducted in strictest confidence.  
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Day Date  Opponent Time

Friday  August 28 vs. Southern CT State University 6:00pm
Friday September 4 @ Franklin Pierce University 7:00pm
Sunday September 6 vs. Bentley University @ Franklin Pierce  4:00pm
Tuesday September 8 @ Wilmington College 4:00pm
Tuesday September 15 vs. Felician College 6:00pm
Saturday September 19 vs. Post University 6:00pm
Wednesday September 23 @ American International College 5:00pm
Tuesday  September 29  vs. Concordia College 6:00pm
Saturday October 3 vs. C.W. Post Campus/LIU* 1:00pm
Tuesday  October 6 @ St. Th omas Aquinas College* 1:00pm
Saturday October 10  @ Queens College*  1:00pm
Tuesday  October 13 vs. Caldwell College 6:00pm
Saturday October 17 @ Molloy College*  8:00pm
Tuesday October 20  @ Mercy College* 3:00pm
Saturday October 24 vs. Dowling College* 6:00pm
Wednesday  October 28 vs. Southern New Hampshire University 4:00pm
Saturday October 31 vs. New York Institute of Technology* 3:00pm

* Denotes East Coast Conference Games
Home Games in Bold
Home Games played at Knights Field

Soaring 
to the top
2009 U.S.A. Gymnastics Collegiate Team 

April 10, 2009 was Good Friday, but in the 
annals of University athletics, it turned out to 
be far more than the start of the Easter weekend: 
it was the day the Purple Knights gymnastics team won its fi rst national 
championship, tying Cornell University with a score of 191.675.

Th e breathtaking fi nish at the USA Gymnastics Collegiate National 
Championships (USAG) crowned a dream season that was built on 
hard work and the unwavering faith of Head Coach Byron Knox, who 
was named USA Gymnastics and Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) Coach of the Year.

“No one gave UB a chance. But I recruited kids who were willing 
to work hard – not the best athletes but the hardest-working athletes,” 
said Knox, who fi lled his roster with 27 athletes, making it one of 
the largest teams in the country. Knox promised new recruits that if 
they came to UB, they’d learn new skills, a radical idea for most college 
gymnasts, who rarely break out of their fi nely tuned routines. 

“I’m extremely proud of how they’ve accomplished the champion-
ship,” said Knox. “Th ey did it the old-fashioned way, through hard 
work. Everyone else was surprised, but not us. I knew we could do this.”

Th e Purple Knights came back in the fi nal two events to share the 
title with Cornell University. Earlier in the year, they captured the 
ECAC team title, and the day after winning the USAG Team title, 
fi ve Purple Knights earned all-American honors in individual events 
at the national championships.

Sophomore Lorraine Galow was a big part of the Purple Knights’ 
success, winning the all-around competition during the USAG team 
event, with a score of 38.850. Galow also distinguished herself as the 
only Division II gymnast to make a second consecutive trip to the 
NCAA Division I Regional Championships in the all-around in 2009. 

Also in the team competition, freshman Miranda Der was fi fth 
in the all-around, with a total of 37.225. Emily Repko took second 
place on the balance beam, and sophomore Breanna Collins grabbed 
third in the fl oor exercise. She also tied for third on the beam during 
the Nationals.

Along with their outstanding performances in the team competition, 
Collins, Der, Galow, Repko, and freshman Caroline McAvity earned 
individual USAG all-American honors. In winning the 2009 ECAC 
crown, UB won all four events, and Lorraine Galow took the all-around 

with a total score of 38.750. On the vault, Miranda Der, who was selected 
as the ECAC D II Rookie of the Year, and tied for fi rst place with Galow 
with a score of 9.700. In the fl oor exercise, the duo of Der and Galow, 
plus Breanna Collins, tied for fi rst with a score of 9.800. On the balance 
beam, Emily Repko took fi rst place with a score of 9.825. Der tied for 
second on the beam with a 9.675 score.

While 2009 was record-breaking, just three of the team’s athletes 
graduated, assuring a bright future for the UB gymnastics program on the 
national stage. And that’s just how Knox and his team like it.    – C.S.
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Day Date  Opponent Time

Saturday August 29 @ Dowling College Tournament 
   Bridgeport vs. Pace University 3:00pm
   Bridgeport vs. Dowling College 5:00pm
Friday September 4 University of Bridgeport Tournament
   Bridgeport vs. Caldwell College 11:00am 
   Merrimack vs. UMASS – Lowell  1:00pm
   Holy Family vs. Caldwell College 3:00pm
   Merrimack vs. Holy Family 5:00pm
   Bridgeport vs. UMASS – Lowell 7:00pm
Saturday September 5 University of Bridgeport Tournament 
   UMASS – Lowell vs. Caldwell  11:00am
   Holy Family vs. UMASS – Lowell  1:00pm
   Caldwell vs. Merrimack 
   Bridgeport vs. Holy Family  5:00pm
   Bridgeport vs. Merrimack  7:00pm
Th ursday September 10 vs. Concordia College 7:00pm
Saturday September 12 @ Bentley University Tournament 
   (@ UMASS Lowell)
   Bridgeport vs. New Haven 1:00pm
   Bridgeport vs. Rollins 3:00pm
Sunday September 13 @ Bentley University Tournament 
   (@ UMASS Lowell)
   Bridgeport vs. Bloomfi eld 10:00am
Wednesday  September 16 vs. Stonehill College 7:00pm
Friday  September 18 @ Merrimack College 4:00pm
Saturday  September 19 @ Bentley University with Franklin Pierce 10am
    &1pm
Tuesday September 22 vs. Bloomfi eld College 7:00pm
Th ursday September 24 vs. Queens College* 7:00pm
Saturday September 26 @ East Stroudsburg University w/ WCU 4&6pm
Tuesday September 29 @ New York Institute of Technology* 7:00pm
Th ursday October 1 @ Molloy College* 7:00pm
Friday  October 2 vs. American International College 6:00pm
Tuesday October 6 @ Mercy College* 7:00pm
Friday  October 9 @ Dowling College* 7:00pm
Saturday October 10 @ SCSU with Th e College of St. Rose 2&4pm
Tuesday October 13 vs. C.W. Post Campus/LIU* 7:00pm
Wednesday October 14 vs. University of New Haven  7:00pm
Tuesday October 20  @ Queens College* 7:00pm
Th ursday October 22 vs. New York Institute of Technology* 7:00pm
   (ECC Dig Pink for Breast Cancer Week)
Sunday  October 25 @ Adelphi University 
  with LeMoyne College 3&5pm
Tuesday October 27 vs. Molloy College* 7:00pm
Th ursday October 29 vs. Mercy College* 7:00pm
Tuesday November 3 vs. Dowling College* 7:00pm
Th ursday November 5 @ C.W. Post Campus/LIU* 7:00pm

* Denotes East Coast Conference Games
Home Games in Bold
Home Games played at Harvey Hubbell Gymnasium

Day Date  Opponent Time

Sunday November 15 @ Southern New Hampshire University 3:30pm 
Saturday November 21 Purple Knight Classic  
   NYIT vs. SCSU 2:00pm
   UB vs. Post University  4:00pm
Sunday November 22 Purple Knight Classic  
   NYIT vs. Post University 2:00pm
   UB vs. SCSU 4:00pm
Wednesday December 2 vs. C.W. Post Campus/LIU*
Saturday December 5 vs. Dowling College* 3:00pm
Wednesday December 9 @ Mercy College* TBA
Saturday December 12 @ Molloy College* TBA
Tuesday December 22  @ Merrimack College TBA
Tuesday December 29 Bridgeport Tournament
   Saint Anselm College vs.  
   Post University 3:00pm 
   UB vs.Bentley University 5:00pm
Wednesday December 30 Bridgeport Tournament
   Bentley University vs. Post University 3:00pm
   UB vs. Saint Anselm College 5:00pm
Wednesday January 6 vs. New York Institute of Technology 7:00pm
Saturday January 9 @ Queens College* TBA
Monday  January 11 vs. St. Th omas Aquinas College* 7:00pm
Wednesday January 13 @ C.W. Post Campus/LIU* TBA
Saturday January 16 @ Dowling College* TBA
Wednesday January 20 vs. Mercy College* 7:00pm
Saturday January 23 vs. Molloy College*  3:00pm
Wednesday January 27 @ New York Institute of Technology* TBA
Saturday January 30 vs. Queens College* 3:00pm
Wednesday February 3 @ St. Th omas Aquinas College* TBA
Saturday February 6 vs. C.W. Post Campus/LIU* 3:00pm
Wednesday February 10 vs. Dowling College* TBA
Saturday February 13 @ Mercy College* TBA
Wednesday February 17  @ Molloy College* TBA
Saturday February 20 vs. New York Institute of Technology* 3:00pm
Wednesday February 24 @ Queens College* TBA
Saturday February 27 vs. St. Th omas Aquinas College*  3:00pm

* Denotes East Coast Conference Games
Home Games in Bold
Home Games played at Harvey Hubbell Gymnasium

Th e UB softball team posted a 12-27 overall record and a 5-13 East 
Coast Conference mark in 2009.

Two members of the squad earned All-Conference recognition. Senior 
designated player Hannah Larson was selected First Team All-East 
Coast Conference, and senior third baseman Amanda Wentz has been 
named Th ird Team All-ECC. Larson fi nished the season with a .319 
batting average to go along with fi ve home runs and 24 runs batted in. 
Wentz had a team-best .385 batting average, and she led the Purple 
Knights with seven homers and 27 RBIs.  Wentz also was named as the 
2009 East Coast Conference Softball Scholar Athlete of the Year.  
                                                                                                   – C.S
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Day Date  Opponent Time

Sunday  November 15 @ Southern CT State University 2:00pm
Wednesday November 18 vs. Post University 6:00pm
Saturday November 28 @ Molloy College* 1:00pm
Wednesday December 2 vs. C. W. Post Campus/LIU* 5:00pm
Saturday December 5 vs. Dowling College* 1:00pm
Wednesday December 9 @ Mercy College* 5:00pm 
Saturday December 12 @ Th e College of Saint Rose 3:00pm
Tuesday  December 29 @ Dowling College Tournament
   UB vs. (Bentley, or SNHU) TBA
Wednesday  December 30 @ Dowling College Tournament
   UB vs. (Bentley, or SNHU) TBA
Saturday January 2 @ American International College 2:00pm
Wednesday January 6 vs. New York Institute of Technology* 5:00pm
Saturday January 9 @ Queens College* TBA
Monday  January 11 vs. St. Th omas Aquinas College* 5:00pm
Wednesday January 13 @ C.W. Post Campus/LIU* 5:00pm
Saturday January 16 @ Dowling College* 1:00pm
Wednesday January 20 vs. Mercy College* 5:00pm
Saturday January 23 vs. Molloy College* 1:00pm
Wednesday January 27 @ New York Institute of Technology* 5:00pm
Saturday January 30 vs. Queens College* 1:00pm
Wednesday February 3 @ St. Th omas Aquinas College* 5:00pm
Saturday February 6 vs. C. W. Post Campus/LIU* 1:00pm
Wednesday February 10 vs. Dowling College* 5:00pm
Saturday February 13 @ Mercy College* 1:00pm 
Wednesday February 17 @ Molloy College* 5:00pm
Saturday February 20 vs. New York Institute of Technology* 1:00pm
Wednesday February 24 @ Queens College* 5:00pm
Saturday February 27 vs. St. Th omas Aquinas College* 1:00pm
   (SENIOR DAY)

* Denotes East Coast Conference Games
Home Games in Bold
Home Games played at Harvey Hubbell Gymnasium

Day Date  Opponent Time

Friday August 28 @ Southern New Hampshire University 7:00pm 
Sunday  August 30 @ Saint Anselm College 2:00pm
Friday September 4 @ Philadelphia University 4:30pm 
Sunday  September 6 vs. Post University 6:00pm
Wednesday September 9 @ Saint Michael’s College 4:00pm
Tuesday  September 15 @ Holy Family University 4:00pm
Sunday  September 20 vs. UMASS Lowell 6:00pm
Wednesday September 23  vs. Georgian Court University 7:00pm
Monday September 28 vs. Stonehill College 7:00pm
Th ursday October 1 vs. Caldwell College 6:00pm
Saturday  October 3 @ St. Th omas Aquinas College *  1:00pm
Wednesday October 7 vs. Queens College * 6:00pm
Saturday October 10 vs. Dominican College 6:00pm
Tuesday October 13 @ New York Institute of Technology * 3:30pm
Saturday October 17 @ Molloy College * 5:00pm
Wednesday October 21 @ Mercy College* 3:00pm
Saturday October 24 vs. Dowling College* 3:00pm
Saturday October 31 vs. C.W. Post Campus/LIU * 6:00pm

* Denotes East Coast Conference Games
Home Games in Bold
Home Games played at Knights Field

Th e 2008-09 year in UB athlet-
ics wrapped up in fi ne style with 
the huge success of 13th Annual 
Department of Athletics Golf 
Classic. Th is year’s June event 
raised $20,500, nearly three 
times the amount raised a year 
ago. Proceeds will fund upgrades 
and minor renovation projects 
in the Harvey Hubbell Gymna-
sium. 

Th e tournament had a new 
look this year with a change in 
golf course, as this year’s venue 
was Tashua Knolls Golf Course in Trumbull, CT. Over 80 golfers 
fi lled the course and enjoyed a fun-fi lled day that included lunch, 
18 holes of golf, a fabulous dinner, contests, raffl  e, prizes, and a 
silent auction.

Much of the success of this year’s tournament was based on an 
increased number of sponsors. Major sponsors included New Alliance 
Bank, Berchem, Moses & Devlin, P.C.; KBE Building Corporation, HRP 
Associates, Inc.; Th e Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Center; UHY 
Advisors, Inc.; SH Smith & Company, Inc.; Securitas Security Services 
U.S.A.; Baker Liturgical Art; Carlson Construction; Beardsley, Brown 
& Bassett; and MacKenzie Painting. Th anks to all of these quality 
businesses.   – C.S.

Th e University of Bridgeport baseball team went 13-18 in 2009 and 
posted an 11-13 East Coast Conference record to earn a spot in the 
conference postseason tournament.

Pitching was the team’s strength throughout the season, as 
UB fi nished fi fth in all of Division II in earned-run average, with a 
sterling 3.19 mark.

Th ree Purple Knights earned All-Conference recognition in the 
spring: junior designated hitter Kevin Clements was selected to the 
Second Team All-East Coast Conference Team, and sophomore second 
baseman Gaetano Giunta and senior pitcher Riley Shuckerow were 
named to the Th ird Team All-ECC.

Giunta also fi nished the year with a .283 batting average, and tied for 
the team lead in RBIs with 16 and stolen bases with four. Plus he had an 
excellent year in the fi eld, handling 168 chances with onlyfour errors.  

Shuckerow fi nished the year with a 3-2 record plus one save and 
a 3.23 ERA, as he led the Purple Knights in innings pitched at 55.2. 
Riley also limited opponents to a batting average against of only .203. 
                                                                                                   – C.S.
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