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JAMES J. RITCHIE, Ed. D.  

Visiting Professor of Educational Leadership 

 

Office: (203) 576-2382 

Email: ritchie@bridgeport.edu 

         jritchie4@charter.net 

 

EXPERIENCE:  

 September 2010 – Present Visiting Professor of Educational Leadership,  

Department of Educational Leadership, University of Bridgeport. 

 

 August 2007 – September 2009  Adjunct Professor and Administrative Preparation 

Program Administrator, University of Bridgeport. 

 

 March 1998 – July 2007  DEAN,  

School of Education and Human Resources, University of Bridgeport, 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06601-2449.  At the graduate level the School of 

Education and Human Resources focused on the preparation of counseling 

professions, teachers and school administrators. At the undergraduate 

level the focus was on students majoring in psychology and human 

services. The Education Division offers graduate level programs and the 

Human Resources division offered both graduate and undergraduate level 

programs.   

 

July 1997 - February 1998  INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

Cooperative Educational Services (C.E.S.), 40 Lindeman Drive, Trumbull, 

Connecticut 06611.  C.E.S. serves the fourteen cities and towns located in 

southern Fairfield County.  The C.E.S. mission is to enhance the quality of 

education in the region by providing solutions to the identified needs of 

local education agencies, which would not or could not be accomplished as 

effectively or efficiently independently.  The major C.E.S. programs 

include the Six to Six Magnet School, Regional Center for the Arts, 

Learning Services and Special Education. The revenue budget for 1997-

1998 was $16,583,646. 

 

1984 - 1997 SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS,  

Plainville Community Schools, Plainville, Connecticut 06062.  Plainville’s 

school system consists of three elementary schools, one middle school and 

one senior high school.  There are approximately 2,700 students, 200 

certified and 150 classified employees.  The general fund budget for 1996-

1997 was $19,345,990. 

 

1992 - 1993 LECTURER IN SUPERINTENDENT’S MENTOR PROGRAM,  

Southern Connecticut State University. 

 

1982 - 1984 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION,  

Amity Regional School District #5.  Region 5 serves the Connecticut towns 

of Bethany, Orange, and Woodbridge and is a secondary (grades 7-12) 

school system with approximately 2,360 students.   
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1975 - 1982  HOUSE PRINCIPAL, 

Amity Regional Senior High School, Woodbridge, Connecticut 

 

1975 - 1979 LECTURER IN MATHEMATICS,  

University of New Haven 

 

1969 - 1975 MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN,  

Trumbull High School, Trumbull, Connecticut 

 

1971 - 1972 LECTURER IN MATHEMATICS,  

University of Bridgeport 

 

1968 - 1969 TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS,  

Stavanger American School, Stavanger, Norway.  A small (75 student) 

school for the children of oil company workers 

 

1963 - 1968 TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS,  

Trumbull, High School, Trumbull, Connecticut 

 

1962 - 1963 TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS,  

Dodd Junior High School, Cheshire, Connecticut 

 

EDUCATION: 

 1980 - 1984  Teachers College, Columbia University, Educational Administration, Ed.D. 

 

1972 - 1975 New York University, Fairfield University 

Special Student in National Science Foundation Mathematics courses  

 

1975  Southern Connecticut State College, New Haven, 

Connecticut: Administration and Supervision, Sixth Year Diploma 

 

1968  University of Bridgeport, Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Mathematics Major: M.S. 

 

1962  University of Bridgeport, Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Secondary Education Major: B.S. 

 

MILITARY EXPERIENCE: 

 

1954 - 1957 United States Navy, Enlisted; Discharge: Honorable 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 

 

Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents: 

 Executive Board 1993 - 1997 

 Technology Committee, Co-chairman 

 Retirement Committee, Founder and Chairman 

 Audit Committee 

American Association of School Administrators 

American Educational Research Association 

Phi Delta Kappa 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: 

 

Plainville Rotary: Past President 

Wheeler Regional YMCA: Board of Managers 

Tunxis Community College: Advisory Council 

Substance Abuse Action Council: Executive Board 

Management Arbitrator 

Hartford Area Superintendents: Past President (1990-1991) 

New England School Development Council: Board of Directors 

Joint Committee on Educational Technology 1998 - 2000; Chairman 

Hall-Brooke Behavioral Health Services: Board of Directors  

Connecticut Forest and Park Association; Governance Committee 

The Petit Family Foundation; Board Member (Current) 

 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 

 

Representative of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), 

Commission on American and International Schools Abroad (CAISA) during 

accreditation visits to international schools in  France, Guatemala, Indonesia, Japan, 

Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Namibia, Qatar and UAE (Current: Team Chair). 

 

HONORS: 

 

Connecticut Superintendent of the Year (1997) 

Distinguished Alumnus Award, University of Bridgeport, School of Education (2011). 

 

CONSULTING: 

 

 1998-Present: Independent Educational and Executive Search Consultant 

 

SELECTED PAPERS 
 

Ritchie, J. (2005). The Organization of Regional School District 15 Technology 

Operations: Analysis and Recommendations.   

 

Ritchie, J. & Shibles, M. (2006). A Study of Connecticut’s Public School Superintendents. 
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The Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents, Inc. 

 

Ritchie, J. & Bobowick, E. (2006) Greenwich Public Schools: Superintendent Search 

Focus Group Summary.  

 

Ritchie, J. & Jokubaitis, T (2009) Avon Public Schools: Superintendent Search-

Community Focus Group and Survey Summary.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2009) Fishers Island Union Free School District 

Superintendent Search: Survey Results.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2009) Newington Public Schools: Community Assessment.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2010) Plainfield Public Schools Superintendent Search: 

Community Assessment.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2010) North Haven Public Schools Superintendent Search: 

Community Assessment.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2011) Weston Public Schools: Community Assessment.  

 

Ritchie, J & Schwartz, L (2011) Regional School District 6: Community Assessment.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2011) Plainville Community Schools: Community Focus 

Group & Survey Summary.  

 

Ritchie, J & Jokubaitis, T (2011) Coventry Public Schools: Community Assessment.  
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