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“Han Street at Midnight” 
Prof. Douglas J. House, M.Div. 

 
 
 While in the past, I have normally written essays here pertaining to my experience with 
foreign language, I want to share an experience that UB Prof. Julius Dichter and I had while we 
were in Wuhan, China this past January. It has much to do with language, culture, and the sorts 
of things that we embrace as a university. Yet the experience itself was not necessarily linguistic 
in intent. Rather, we discovered first hand that there is a bond among people who may not 
communicate in the same spoken language. That bond so often manifests itself in music and it is 
there that the story begins. 
 Prof. Dichter and I were away from home on New Year's Eve, having been invited to 
teach during the Winter Term at Wuhan University of Science and Technology. We were not, 
however, left by ourselves on this night. Colleagues from the University of Bridgeport and 
Wuhan University had made arrangements for all of us to have dinner together in a restaurant on 
what is known as Han Street in Wuhan. Because it was the holiday season, the street had been 
decorated with millions of tiny lights for the occasion, inviting revelers to enjoy the shops which 
had stayed open for the New Year's celebration. Han Street runs about a mile, paralleling the Chu 
River in a beautiful section of downtown. It is filled with upscale stores, restaurants, dance clubs, 
and even a movie complex that holds 15 theatres. 
 After dinner at one of the local restaurants, the group of us made our way down the 
length of Han Street. The beauty of the tiny lights everywhere created an atmosphere of joy and 
celebration. Hundreds of people walked with us that night, enjoying the sights as well as the mild 
winter's temperature. As we ventured on, Prof. Dichter noticed a music store with a gorgeous 
white baby grand piano in its window. I knew what was going to happen next. Being a keyboard 
musician, he never seems to miss an opportunity to try a new piano. He and I had played music 
and had sung harmonies in the past at various spots around Wuhan University. People tended to 
gather to listen to us, whether at a music store, a restaurant, or wherever we might have been.  
 On this occasion, those who had accompanied us for dinner followed us into the music 
store on Han Street. Prof. Dichter asked the owner if he might play one of the pianos on the 
floor. The owner graciously agreed and we were off and running. As he began playing 
“Wonderful Tonight” by Eric Clapton, our harmonies evolved and wafted through the air. Then 
something else began to happen. Suddenly the doors to the music store kept opening, over and 
over again; people on Han Street had been attracted by the sounds of music emanating from the 
store. People kept coming and by the time we were done with our mini-concert, there had to have 
been close to 100 people who had been attracted by the language of music and had responded 
with their presence. People were having a wonderful time listening, taking pictures, enjoying the 
company of others, and just watching the two of us. 
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 And it was confirmed to me once again that language is something that comes in many 
forms. It may come as verb conjugations, noun declensions, or the form of descriptive prose. 
Language may come in poetic verse that touches the deepest recesses of our hearts and souls. But 
on this night, language was spoken between two American professors and a host of Chinese 
friends who had gathered to enjoy a New Year's Eve on Han Street in Wuhan, China. It didn't 
matter that the lyrics may well have gotten lost in translation; the message of the music was 
clear. This was a moment at the ending of one year and at the promise of another, when East and 
West had come together to share a common language in a music store. And somehow, in that 
moment our world became just a bit smaller. 
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"CABO SAN LUCAS" 
Señor Robert J. Cavaliero 

 
 
 Cabo San Lucas, also known as “Cabo”, is located on the southern tip of the Baja 
California peninsula. There are four main areas: Cabo San Lucas, San José del Cabo, Todos 
Santos and the East Cape. La Paz is the capital of the state but, technically, it is not part of the 
municipality of Los Cabos. Los Cabos, which means “the capes”, is situated between the Sea of 
Cortez and the Pacific Ocean. The beaches are beautiful and the sand along the Pescadero and 
Todos Santos area is dark and fine. The color of the water is deep blue. This is a little different as 
you move toward the Sea of Cortez where the beaches are coarser and the water is a lighter tone 
of blue. The beaches in La Paz and the surrounding areas are possibly the most beautiful ones in 
Baja Sur. The Sea of Cortez, named by the Spanish explorer Hernán Cortés, meets the Pacific 
Ocean at Land’s End where you can observe the incredible rock formations and the famous Cabo 
Arch. Medano Beach is a wonderful destination for families to enjoy the mild waves and the 
clear, clean azure blue tint of the water.        
 The marina is an impressive sight, which includes shops, open markets and restaurants 
that offer an array of typical dishes as well as other delicacies. You may choose to have dinner at 
Solomon’s Landing which offers a variety of cuisine but especially the “mariscos” (seafood) 
which are caught on a daily basis and served as fresh as possible. Or, you may want to try the 
flaming specialty of the house at Los Deseos which is “tequila cheese”. This is an excellent 
appetizer prepared at tableside with all the “fuego” (fire) required to create the flames for the 
concoction. Of course, you can’t dine out in Cabo without trying some tequila. There are so 
many choices that we never experience in the United States because Mexico does not export all 
the brands. You can choose between tequilas. The distinction between añejo and reposado is 
what determines the age of the tequila. If you are a fan of Van Halen then you must visit Sammy 
Hagar’s place “Cabo Wabo” Cantina located just off the marina section in downtown Cabo. 
Every year during the second week of October Sammy comes to celebrate his birthday. This is a 
weeklong event and Sammy always invites special guests to perform at his place so there are 
surprises galore!         
 Naturally, you will have the opportunity to take excursions which include snorkeling and 
scuba diving. If you are so inclined to fish, you can arrange for a charter which will take you out 
20-30 miles into the Pacific Ocean where you can catch marlin (blue and black), snapper, tuna, 
swordfish and shark. There are experienced guides who do this for a living so you will have 
everything available for you as you spend 8 hours on the boat and return with your prizes. The 
deal also includes taking your catch and preparing it for shipment to your destination and all you 
do is bring it through customs. If you are seeking other adventures, then you can go horseback 
riding or golfing on one of seven courses within a 15 mile radius.     
 The most exciting event that I attended was the turtle release program which is a terrific 
concept. About a 40 minute ride from downtown Cabo there is a designated area on one of the 
Pacific Ocean beaches that is operated by volunteers. There are two biologists and several people 
who volunteer their time to protect the turtles. The “release” is an activity that is well supervised 
and performed by the volunteers under the supervision of the biologists. A mother turtle comes 
on shore and may make as many as 3 trips to lay eggs in certain parts of the beach. Those areas 
are fenced off by the volunteers to allow 45 days to pass before the eggs hatch. The mother turtle 
may lay anywhere between 50-100 eggs each time. The nests are guarded 24 hours a day to 
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prevent poachers from stealing the eggs and the All-Terrain Vehicles from running over the 
nests. Each nest is marked with the date that the eggs were laid and after 45 days, the biologists 
and volunteers, using only infrared light, (no flash or other lights are permitted to prevent the 
little turtles from being disoriented) will gather the newly hatched turtles and place them in a 
large tub then release them on the shoreline and watch as the entire group heads to the ocean. 
Unfortunately, there is a 90% mortality rate since these little turtles are vulnerable to predators 
such as pelicans and fish. There are several of these areas in many parts of the Baja and this was 
a beautiful experience.            
 The historical and cultural aspects of Cabo and Todos Santos are quite impressive also. If 
you want to experience a traditional Mexican town then you must walk around downtown San 
José. Colorful buildings and cobblestone streets which lead to the zócalo (main plaza) are the 
attraction and fine art galleries appear in the art district. San José also offers a beautiful beach 
where you can take a horseback ride which explores the estuary that is home to a diverse group 
of birds. It is well worth the 20 minute ride to San José from downtown Cabo. Todos Santos is 
an oasis where artists and surfers flock to enjoy the culture and the excellent surf. The famous 
“Hotel California” (The Eagles’ song) has a quaint dining area outside with all the comforts of a 
traditional Mexican restaurant. Discover what it’s like to go back in time to the 1800’s and still 
benefit from the modern culinary delights.       
 I would be remiss if I didn’t discuss La Paz which is the capital of the state of Baja 
California Sur. La Paz is an authentic Mexican city and is rated as one of the safest  places in 
Mexico. Besides the exquisite cuisine and typical Mexican sites, this city is a departure point for 
tours and charters to the stunning Espiritu Santo Island as well as whale watching excursions. 
The season for whale watching is November to February. During these months, whales converge 
at the tip of Cabo to La Paz and mate. It is a spectacular excursion and many visitors are attracted 
to these areas just for this purpose.        
 So, you can see that Cabo San Lucas is a special place and these are some of the reasons 
that I am compelled to return to visit as often as possible! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



! 7!

"A Glimpse in my Seoul" 
Simón Alejandro Arias, B.A. IPED & Religion & Politics  

 
 From as far back as to 6th grade in middle school, my attention has been fixed on East 
Asia. My imagination was captivated by the accomplishments of ancient Asia, from the Great 
Wall of China, the Forbidden Palace, the Temple of Heaven, the Summer Palace, the White 
Pagoda, the Golden Pavilion in Japan, the Imperial Palace, and the ancient history of these 
magnificent civilizations. This past July, I had the opportunity to travel to the Republic of Korea 
to study the Korean language and the politics, society, and culture of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK). As I waited the day to hop on that plane, I decided to let East Asia 
steal my Seoul, and allow me to see the perspective of a whole new world.  
 

Where East Meets West 
 

 As I left United States air space with my best friend, Khrystian Pereira, I felt a surge of 
energy and excitement, bouncing vehemently in my seat determined to catch those precious 
moments to glance out of the window. Although this trip is my second time flying over the 
Atlantic Ocean, I was still as excited as if it were my first time. We had a pit stop in Istanbul for 
approximately 13 hours, where we went on a tour of the city, courtesy of Turkish Airlines. For 
our first time in Istanbul, Turkey, we wanted to see the main attractions as much as possible. Our 
tour took us to the beautiful Blue Mosque and the breathtaking Hagia Sophia; not to mention 
how spectacular the cuisine was, as the tour included breakfast and lunch.  
 Our stop in the ancient gateway city of Istanbul concluded as we boarded the plane 
headed to Seoul, with the setting of the sun painted on the windows of the airplane. With the 
realization that I am one step closer to Asia, an overwhelming surge of emotion took hold of me; 
what a great way to kick off my dream trip! 
 

Orbit Around the Rim 
 

  Arriving in Seoul, Republic of Korea, felt like jumping into a cold shower. A sudden 
gasp of awe with a new culture, fascinating people, new environment - and don’t even get me 
started on the food - took my breath away. Throughout my month in Asia, I was fortunate to take 
a ride around the Pacific Rim, visiting Tokyo, Japan and Beijing, People’s Republic of China.  
 My first trip to Japan started rocky with confusion but had come back around to be a 
great adventure. I loved going to see the ancient shrines and buildings and I loved going to the 
Pokémon Center. If one were to travel there, I would encourage visitors to not get squeamish 
when they try Takoyaki (ball-shaped pancakes with octopus inside) as they explore the native 
foods. The Taiyaki (fish shaped cakes) is a must! 
 Prior to traveling to China, I had a certain image in my head of what I would be exposed 
to. With my weekend experience there, I had my first wake-up call for what reality is. Now I 
fully understand the lessons learned in my class of the characteristics that are associated with a 
developing nation. When we drove by the Birds Nest and the Water Cube from the Olympic 
Park, I was filled with excitement! I was so fortunate to finally visit the Great Wall of China and 
the Forbidden City. I was astonished to have gone to the Temple of Heaven and to almost make 
it to the Summer Palace; which all of these cultural monuments I have built in my computer 
video games. #NerdingOut 
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Dancing with the Asian Dragon 

 
 This entire month in Seoul was an amazing experience, opening my heart and mind to 
another world that I did not consider before. Never in my life had Korea come to my mind, and 
with that mentality, Korea had totally surprised me. With the two classes I was taking, my days 
in Seoul started relatively early at 8am and I would be free to venture out at 4pm. My Korean 
language skills improved at a rapid rate as I kept practicing the language with everyday use; and 
this experience only reaffirmed my stance on learning languages while studying abroad. Every 
day, I would hop on the subways, which were up in the air (it was super cool), and travel to 
school. Everything seemed so high tech; There was even free Wi-Fi in many streets. I have met 
some of the best people in my life while in Seoul. We went to Korean bath houses, shopped at 
Namdaemun Market, visited Dongdaemun Gate, went to see the Seoul N Tower, and had some 
of the most electrifying flavors of Korean cuisine. I used to not like spicy food, but now I have 
grown an appetite for the dynamic flavor. I will never forget when we went out to celebrate my 
best friend’s birthday and I got a cold noodle soup not knowing it was super spicy, and how we 
both shared a bottle of soju (and couldn’t finish it). I was lucky enough to celebrate my 21st 
birthday here in Seoul too. We had a little party in my Korean class, and I had a wonderful time 
out in the city. Some unforgettable memories will forever take hold of my heart when I think 
back to this wonderful adventure in Seoul. 
 My travels to this side of the world had allowed me to see a firsthand glance at the 
juxtaposition between modern and ancient; as I walked through small, tight alley ways of 
underdeveloped communities with a view of the skyscrapers along the horizon of the city, my 
picture of what Asia is had been shredded and brought back together with a new outlook. With 
this study abroad experience, I can honestly say that it was as if I were dancing with an Asian 
Dragon. 
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"Lost in Japan: Finding so Much More" 
Rebecca Bruckenstein, M.A. Global Development and Peace  
& John Falzerano, M.A. East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies  

 
 We set out for Japan in the month of June of 2015 on a journey to fulfill our language and 
internship requirements towards completion of Master’s degrees in the College of Public and 
International Affairs. Japan had been our first choice and somewhere we both had wanted to visit 
for some time. It took months to figure out how to make this trip a reality; to find the right 
program to meet our needs and to save up enough money to make this experience everything we 
had wanted and dreamed it could be. When we finally discovered the “Genki Japanese and 
Culture School”, we knew it would be perfect. The school provided both the needed language 
component and numerous cultural outings where we could experience various aspects of Japan’s 
traditional and pop cultures. The inexpensive price was attractive to us as well. Finally, after 
months of back and forth, in late April we were all set for our journey.  
 The night before we left was filled with anxiety, excitement, and more than a little fear. 
John had never traveled outside of the country before, and I had only been out of the country a 
few times for short trips. Nothing like the eight weeks we had before us, to a country we had 
only ever read about and seen on the internet and television. We prepared for a long day of 
traveling and said our good-byes. I even started a vlog to chronicle our adventures. The next 
morning, we arrived at the airport before the sun even rose. When we finally arrived in Japan, we 
went through the airport and customs in what seemed like a blur due to the long travel time and 
limited sleep on the cramped plane.   
 We hailed a taxi and, in what little Japanese we knew, we explained where we needed to 
go, and provided the driver with a paper that had our apartment’s address on it. The trip in the 
cab only lasted a couple of minutes and cost almost forty American dollars. We climbed out of 
the car, grabbed our bags, and the driver was gone. John looked for the address on the building 
which, we would learn, was almost impossible to find and because the apartment’s address was 
so difficult to find, the taxi driver had taken us to the wrong place and had left us there. Here we 
were in a foreign country, jet lagged, tired, barely able to speak the language, and lugging around 
a pair of huge suitcases each. As we had no way of hailing another cab, we could only hope to 
find our way by following the map we had and hoping to stumble upon a kind, English speaking, 
stranger. After four confusing blocks, we hadn’t found one. 
  I went into an eye glass store, the only store open for blocks, and the guy in the store was 
so kind. I asked if he spoke English and he shook his head no, but he was willing to work with 
me anyway. I apologized profusely for my limited Japanese vocabulary and my lack of 
understanding of the metric system. When he saw the map we had been provided he went the 
extra mile, he looked up directions on the computer at the counter, and printed out an additional 
map to show us where we were and where we had to go. Apparently we were close, only a single 
train stop away. The kind shop owner explained the walk to the train and off we went. I smiled, 
nodded and thanked him so much for his kindness. Things were looking up.  
 We rode our very first train in Tokyo that night, I had tried to be smart by buying train 
passes in the airport but apparently they didn’t work on the line that took us to our apartment, so 
we had to buy new ones. We went the one stop, and walked off the train. After a quick moment 
of excitement, we left the station, and immediately went the wrong way. The map the school had 
sent us showed a walk bridge over a major road that we had to cross, but it just so happened that 
they had recently built a second one a block over. One, we would later learn, took us to our 
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apartment, which was only about 4 minutes away. The other dropped us a block too far, in an 
area not on our map. Of course, Japan lacks street signs on all but the most important roads, and 
none of those in our neighborhood had them. 
 We were standing on a street corner, both wondering if this whole thing had been a hoax. 
Had we been scammed and left in a foreign country? After several minutes standing in confusion 
on a corner that looked nothing like the photos we had, a young man probably around our age, 
dressed for a night out, and looking very much like someone we would avoid at home, stopped 
and looked at us. In Japanese, he told us he didn’t speak English; his vocabulary was limited to a 
few words: “you lost”, “I help”, and “follow me”. He grabbed one of our bags, took our map and 
led us away. We didn’t know what to expect and it felt like we walked in circles forever. The 
young man, it turned out, needed to ask directions himself, but he was our only chance. After 
several minutes of wandering this quiet Japanese neighborhood, and a few polite conversations 
between our guide and some local residents, we arrived. He found our apartment! After returning 
our belongings, and before we could thank him, he vanished into the night.  
 That was a night we will never forget, the night we had to depend on the kindness of 
others for even the most basic chance of surviving. Our rudimentary Japanese was barely enough 
to get us help, let alone understand it. We’d been told that the people of Japan were polite, but 
never did we expect this kind of help from a perfect stranger. We still don’t know what we could 
have done to thank this kind man, but without his help our entire journey would have failed in 
disaster before it even started. This would not be the last time we got lost, but every time we did, 
it was an adventure and the kindness of the Japanese people in providing us with assistance was 
amazing. 
  Each day, each week, our Japanese improved, thanks to the wonderful work and care of 
our Japanese teachers. We were able to garner new experiences and new doors opened to us. 
Every time we got lost it was an opportunity to see something new, learn something new and 
experience a tiny bit of Japanese culture that we may not have been able to see otherwise. On 
this trip we learned a lot about Japanese culture and language but also so much about ourselves. 
We learned that we could survive in a country different than our own and even thrive…With a 
bit of help from the locals. 
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"Indulge in Asian Cultures" 
Daniel Rabottini, BA IPED 

 
 
 Last semester I was fortunate enough to study abroad in South Korea.  Ever since I grew 
up, I have always been intrigued by Asian cultures and languages, most likely because I was 
exposed to Japanese and American cultures while I was growing up.  As soon as I came to UB, I 
applied for the semester program abroad at SunMoon University for Korean language study 
where I was able to meet many Korean and international students.  It is always interesting to be 
in a language institute, especially since UB has ELI but most people do not recognize the 
students that are studying at ELI, so being in those students’ shoes is always a fun experience.  
At the Korean language institute I met people from Taiwan, Russia, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Japan and many more.  I personally like the international environment that this 
university gave, and that was also one of the reasons why I chose UB.  Luckily, my travel were 
not limited to just Korea, but I was able to travel to Japan and Taiwan as well. 
 I have taken Korean previously in my life, so I came into Korea with basic conversational 
skills.  It was interesting to see Korean people’s reaction when I spoke Korean to them.  Even 
when I spoke a little bit, people would automatically praise me for being able to speak Korean.  I 
think since Korean students are all working hard trying to learn English, it gives them a sense of 
comfort when they see an American student speaking even a little bit of Korean.  One of the 
most interesting things that happened to me was when native Korean people were asking me, a 
foreigner, for directions on how to get somewhere, which made no sense.  I am not sure if others 
experienced this, but every once in a while when I went out to the city, Korean strangers would 
approach me asking for directions instead of asking other Korean people.  Although it felt 
strange, it reassured me that Korean people are accepting towards foreigners and more open-
minded than I thought.  Of course the culture isn’t as international like Europe or America, but 
you will see foreigners in the city of Seoul on any given day.   
 My next adventure was to Japan.  In Japan, maybe because I speak Japanese fluently, 
people were not as surprised when they saw me speaking Japanese.  Of course I get a few 
glances from people around me when I speak Japanese, but from my opinion the little reactions 
comes from the Japanese culture of being more reserved than Koreans.  In Korea I have 
experienced elders asking me where I was from, unlike in Japan.  In Japan I have never 
experienced random comments from a native person, but I must say Japanese people in general 
are really polite.  Especially if you step into any restaurant or stores, the customer service 
provided in Japan is unforgettable, in a good way.  Japanese customs, whether it is good or bad, 
is customers first, which makes every trip to a restaurant or store a comforting experience.  On 
top of that, in my opinion, food in Japan is the best food out of the Asian countries.  I also like 
the cleanliness of Japan that you won’t experience in major cities such as New York or L.A.  
Traveling expenses may be quite high, but it is well worth the travel. 
 Lastly, my trip to Taiwan was a complete new encounter for me.  I have been to Korea 
and Japan numerous times, but Taiwan was a whole new feel.  Historically, Taiwan was under 
Japanese rule during WWII and so was Korea, but I felt that Japanese influence was greater in 
Taiwan than in Korea.  You will experience similarities in Taiwan that you see in Japan.  The 
convenience store in Taiwan gives a similar vibe as the one in Japan, but of course Taiwan has 
their unique food similar to that of the Chinese culture.  When I was in Taiwan I tried duck blood 
and duck heart for the first time in my life.  To be honest, I would never eat duck blood again, 
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but if you go, give it a try.  Another memorable part of Taiwan is the night market that exists in 
any major cities of Taiwan.  Korea also has a big nightlife, but I felt that Taiwan was more active 
during the nighttime.   
 Overall, all three countries are worth travelling to, with Japan being a bit pricey and 
Taiwan and Korea being generally cheaper to travel.  All three countries are comparable small to 
U.S., but have lots of beautiful scenic places to visit with rich culture and history you can never 
experience here in the U.S.  Funny thing is that, I am usually on the better side when it comes to 
distinguishing Asian people apart, but after being around them for so long and hopping from one 
country to another it does get confusing.  At times I even started to forget which country I was 
in.  But, it was interesting to be surrounded by Asian people for such a long time, which also 
makes you feel out of place.  In America, no one really stands out in terms of race, but in Asian 
countries, if you are non-Asian, you will stand out quite a lot.   
 There are a lot more incredible experiences I would like to share, but I believe people 
should go there themselves to see how it really feels like to be in Asia.  One last piece of advice, 
study even a little bit of the culture and language before you travel to any place, because people 
would respect you more for trying to speak their language than not trying at all.  I also think it is 
a sign of respect to that nation, so instead of walking around like a proud American, it is 
sometimes better to humble yourself and indulge in the cultures as much as possible. 
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"My Study Abroad in Spain" 
Trina Scheie, B.A. IPED 

      
 Last spring semester I was fortunate enough to study abroad through the university’s 
program with Spanish Studies Abroad in Barcelona, Spain. I lived with a family and an 
American roommate in a small apartment in the middle of the city. I attended a university by the 
Mediterranean Sea and was able to participate in the university’s basketball team. My experience 
was one that provided me with knowledge, understanding, tolerance, and a lot of growth. I was 
surprised at how much I grew in the three months that I lived abroad. For this reason, it was an 
experience that changed my life. 
 I have always known that I was going to do study abroad in college, especially after I 
completed a short summer program in Costa Rica in high school. My mind has always been 
language and global oriented. From the time I was in fifth grade, I started learning Spanish and 
immediately fell in love with being able to converse in another language. When I was in high 
school I picked up Russian and continue with it to this day. However, Spanish is the foreign 
language, which I have concentrated on the most. I went to Barcelona because I wanted to assure 
my fluency in Spanish. Studying abroad just seemed like a natural course of action for me in the 
path that my life was taking and I am glad it did because I cannot imagine a life without knowing 
another language or experiencing another culture.  
 When I first arrived in Barcelona, it took me about a week to adjust to the new lifestyle. 
Although Europe is not drastically different from the United States, there are many subtle 
differences in daily life and many customary differences to get used to. However, once I did, I 
felt like I had just moved to a new place and was picking my life up where I left it in the U.S. I 
did not miss my family much because I could see them over Skype. I enjoyed the friends I was 
making at my new school, and my roommate at my homestay was my long lost sister. Also, 
being in Europe, I was able to go to a new country almost any weekend. All of these factors led 
to an amount of personal growth I previously thought impossible in that short amount of time. 
My independence, though already one of my strongest attributes, only increased. I was 
comfortable navigating airports, getting around a strange city, and communicating in a foreign 
language by myself. Living in another country opened my eyes to the fact that I can reach for 
any life that I want to live. It taught me the truth behind the saying where there is a will, there is 
a way. I discovered ways to create opportunities for myself if I wanted something bad enough. I 
also learned how to connect with people of other cultures by communicating with them in their 
native language. Travelling abroad made me realize the pettiness of some issues at home which I 
had previously thought of as problems. When I was away, solutions suddenly became obviously 
apparent to me. I learned that my future is brighter than what I can see from my backyard in the 
United States, that the world is my backyard if I want it to be. I finally lived with true freedom 
and that feeling is something unparalleled.  
 Study abroad is not something that a college student should do just so they can go 
someplace where the drinking age is 18 or so they can put it on a resume. College students are at 
an age where many of us feel lost and uncertain about the future. Travelling the world and truly 
seeing its vastness and beauty is the way to find yourself. Not being scared, to be a little lost in 
the world on your own is the key to self-discovery and inner peace. If you let it, study abroad 
will do this for you and you will come out the other side a new and improved version of yourself. 
This is why study abroad holds a special place in my heart. The challenges I faced and conquered 
in a completely foreign environment have given me the tools to truly accomplish my wildest 
dreams, and I think that is something every college student should conquer.  
 
 



Want to know more about this exciting opportunity?  
Contact Brandon LaFavor – Director of the Education Abroad Resource Center  

blafavor@bridgeport.edu   -   (203)-576-2450  -  Office Carlson 205.  

! ! !  FOR  UB  ST UDE NT S ONLY  ! ! ! !  
E arn a full scholarship to study in South K orea 

July 2016!  
- Korean language and culture courses ranging in ability level - 
- Satisfy degree requirements with courses taught in English - 

- Field trips and cultural immersion programs included - 
- Applications due Thursday, February 25th at 5:00pm - 



About UB

 

members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Master of Arts in Global Media 

 

and Communication Studies
College of Public and International A airs

The Master of Arts in Global Media and Communication Studies is designed to prepare 
students to become communication specialists who can respond to the information 
revolution and the globalization of media. 

Global Media and Communication Studies Overview
More than ever before, professionals in the communications field need intercultural sensitivity, international 
awareness and the ability to transcend borders and interpret the communications of other cultures. 

an excellent fit for students anticipating a career as a foreign news reporter or commentator, a webmaster 
or content manager for an international firm; a cross-cultural communications specialist; a public relations 
specialist; or a career in public diplomacy.

UBRIRE0903_M.A.GlobalMedia.Comm.FactSheet.indd   1 3/19/13   8:30 AM

Program of Study  
The Master of Arts in Global Media and Communication is a two-year program. It requires 
the completion of 36 semester hours of class work, including an internship, tutorial and thesis.

Students who enter the program are expected to have completed at least one year of college foreign 

 

language study or pass a language proficiency exam. Students who have not studied a foreign language 
must do such study in order to graduate. Domestic students must do the internship in a country where 
the foreign language that they have studied is spoken and may be done over two summers if necessary. 
Non-US students who speak another global language besides English may do their internship either
locally or overseas. 
Students may choose between one of two tracks: Global Communication and New Media Communication. 

Dean of the College of Public 
and International A airs

 

 

 

Core Curriculum

Graduate Seminar in Research Methods                                  

 

   3
Communication Theories       

 

3
Advanced Intercultural Communication                

 

 3
Global Communication and Mass Media

 

 3
Media Communication Law                                                  

 

  3
Internship                                          

 

 3
Tutorial          3
Thesis or Project Demonstrating Excellence (PDE)

 

3
Total semester hours in the concentration:

 

24 

Global Communication Track
Take at least three from the following including Communication and National Development:

International Advertising and Public Relations                                          3
Communication and National Development  (required)            3
News Media and International Journalism                     3
Political Communication and Public Diplomacy   3
International Conflict and Negotiation                                                       3
International Issues                                                3
Global Market Management               3
One course outside the Global Communication Track 3
Total semester hours in the concentration: 12

New Media Communication Track  
Take at least three from the following including New Media and Information Management:

Communication and National Development     3
New Media and Information Management  (required)                           3              
Advanced Web Publishing and Design                                                    3
Advanced Multimedia                                                                              3
Collaborative Design Studio I                                                       3
Collaborative Design Studio II                                                                     3
Design Management I                                                                                   3
Design Management  II            3
One course outside the New Media Communication Track 3
Total semester hours in the concentration: 12 

 

   

Total Semester Hours  36 

 

Contact:
Office of Graduate Admissions
University of Bridgeport
126 Park Avenue  
Bridgeport, CT 06604  
203-576- 4552  
admit@bridgeport.edu

About UB

The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, o ng  
award-winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs. 
Our 50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is 
within easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 

Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars, 
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 



The Master of Arts in Global Development and Peace answers the increasing demand for 
professionals who can navigate dynamic and complex relationships on a global level.

Program Overview 

to respond to the needs of the increasingly international political and business climate of today’s world 
and for careers related to global development. Within the degree students choose one of four tracks:  

Political Economy and Development. Domestic students spend a minimum of two months in an overseas 
internship. International students may pursue their internship either in the United States or overseas.  

Internship and Career Opportunities 
Students in the Global Development and Peace program have interned for the Council of Europe,  
International Institute of Connecticut, and the United Nations (Development Program, Environmental 
Program, Populations Fund, Youth Assembly) with a number of Permanent Missions to the United Nations. 
Since the program’s inception in 2008, graduates have matriculated into careers with federal agencies and 
at major international non-governmental organizations (INGOs).

Global Development 
and Peace M.A.
College of Public & International Affairs

About UB

The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, offering award-
winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs. Our  
50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is within 
easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 

Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars, 
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Global Development and  
Peace Careers   
 Development Officer
 Foreign Service Officer
 Homeland Security
 International Business

   Overseas Liaison  
 International Non-Governmental 

   Organization Liaison  
 International Security

   Media Analyst  
 Relief Agency Officer
 Risk Analyst for International 

   Bank or Insurance Company  
 Spokesperson & more 



 Student Testimonial  
“The MA program in Global Development and Peace offers an entirely fresh way of thinking about  
the existing complex relationships in the world of global affairs. It provides me with a detailed assessment 
of the complicated interaction between existing global development models, culture, national security 
and identity in order to create an innovative approach in addressing the issues that were traditionally 
reserved for social scientists or policy makers.”
 
Miguel Arroyo is a recent graduate of the International College’s B.A. program in International Political Economy 
and Diplomacy. He has been active in Model United Nations for many years, having led several award-winning 
teams and having conducted trainings for the United Nations Association across the United States.

www.bridgeport.edu

Contact:

Dr. Thomas J. Ward 
University of Bridgeport 
The International College 
303 University Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
203-576- 4966 
intlcoll@bridgeport.edu 
 
For admissions information, 
please contact: 
The Office of Graduate  
Admissions at 203-576-4552 
or admit@bridgeport.edu

Program of Study  
The Master’s in Global Development and Peace requires students to complete 36 credits and it includes an 
internship, a graduate tutorial and a Master’s thesis. Most classes are conducted in a seminar style setting 
and student presentations and simulations are essential pedagogical dimensions of the program. The program 
typically takes two years for full-time students to complete. Students are required to have completed at 
least two years of university study in a second language in addition to English or must demonstrate competency 
at that level prior to completion of the program.

Program Core   
All students share the following core courses: Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Issues in Economic  
Development, Sociopolitical Dimensions of the World’s Religions, Internship, Tutorial, and the final 
Thesis. The Global Development and Peace Program has four tracks: 1. Conflict Analysis and Resolution,  
2. Global Communications, 3. Global Management and 4. International Political Economy and  
Development. Each of the specialized tracks include three courses in the track as well as one additional 
elective outside the student’s selected track. 

Sample Semester Breakdown of Course of Study for the Global Management Track

Semester I
Issues in Economic Development     3
International Conflict and Negotiation    3
Sociopolitical Implications of the World Religions   3
Leadership, Teams and Managing Change*   3
Semester II
Research Methods and International Development   3
International Issues*      3
Political and Economic Integration     3
Culture and International Development   3
Semester III
Internship (overseas or domestic students)    3
Semester IV
Global Market Management*     3
Tutorial       3
Thesis       3

Courses with an *are Global Management track courses.

Miguel Arroyo
Recent Graduate



Master of Arts in East Asian 
and Pacific Rim Studies

About UB

The University of Bridgeport is an international, doctoral-intensive, comprehensive university, offering  
award-winning academic programs in a variety of innovative undergraduate and graduate degree programs. 
Our 50-acre, seaside campus overlooks Long Island Sound on Connecticut’s corporate Gold Coast, and is 
within easy driving distance of New York City and Boston. 

Our student-faculty ratio is 15:1, and our full- and part-time faculty members include Fulbright Scholars, 
National Science Foundation Fellows, Ford Fellows, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellows, American 
Council for Learned Societies Scholars and Phi Beta Kappa Scholars. Some 32 percent of our students are 
members of minorities and students from more than 80 countries live and learn within our community. 

Concentrations 
• Negotiation and Diplomacy

• International Political
   Economy and Development

• Global Management

• Global Communication

Program Overview 
The Master of Arts in East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies is a 12-course, multidisciplinary 

degree program designed for current and future professionals who require an in-depth  

understanding of this pivotal engine of the world political economy. The curriculum is  

intended to equip students with the knowledge, skills and experience necessary to conduct 

research and interpret developments in the Pacific Rim, as well as develop a foundation in an 

East Asian language. The program is highlighted by practical hands-on training.  

As a capstone experience, students complete an overseas internship. 
 

The program prepares students with the crucial background needed for a successful career 

in this emerging region, whether in business, government or academia. Students may choose 

from four area concentrations. Students develop an understanding of the political, economic 

and social issues of East Asia as well as an understanding of the role that language and 

culture play in its growing political economy. Students accepted into the program may choose 

one of four tracks in business, global communication, diplomacy or development.



Career Tracks
With a Master of Arts in East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies, graduates look forward to careers 
including: international public servant, diplomat, foreign affairs specialist, trade relations specialist, 
intelligence specialist, regional labor relations specialist, NGO manager, international security expert, 
international banker, insurance company risk analyst, journalist, educator or researcher focusing on 
East Asia and the Pacific Rim.

An integral part of the program is a minimum two-month overseas internship at one of the  
institutions or companies in China, Korea, Taiwan and Japan with which the university has established 
contacts. UB students from East Asia may be exempt from an overseas internship and can intern  
in the United States.  
Taking part in an internship gives students hands-on experience using professional skills necessary  
for success in business, government and other venues where knowledge of East Asian and Pacific Rim 
languages and culture is vital.  
Because of the challenging nature of East Asian languages, one of the most important aspects of the 
internship is the exposure to and use of a language the student has studied. This immersion experience 
focused on language, culture and protocol in professional and academic settings offers participants 
unique insight to the varied dimensions of the East-West exchange. At the conclusion of the internship 
students submit a report on their experience.

Overseas Internship

Program Curriculum 
The East Asian and Pacific Rim Studies Program requires a minimum of 36 credit hours. The program requires 
five semesters including an overseas internship. Students can choose to complete an internship the summer prior 
to the second year or in the fall of the second year.
 Core Competencies (6 Semester Hours): 
Required for all program tracks.
Research Methods     3 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution   3

Regional and Cultural Competencies 
(9 Semester Hours):
Sociopolitical Implications of  
the World’s Religions    3 
Political and Economic Integration of  
the Pacific Rim     3

Concentrations
A: Negotiation and Diplomacy Track  
(12 Semester Hours)
Political Communication and Governance  3 
The Culture of Diplomacy – East Asia and the West 3 
Advanced Diplomacy    3 
One Course in on Concentration B, C or D  3

B: International Political Economy and  
Development Track (12 Semester Hours)
Sustainable Development     3 
Models of Good Governance in the Asia-Pacific Region 3 
Business and Diplomacy – East Asia vs. the West 3 
One Course in Concentration A, C or D  3
*In certain cases, other International Political Economy and Development courses may be substituted following approval from the Program Chair. 

C: Global Management Track 
(12 Semester Hours)
Leadership, Teams and Managing Change 3 
International Issues   3 
Global Market Management*  3 
One Course in Concentration A, B or D 3

D: Global Communication Track  
(12 Semester Hours)
Global Communication and Mass Media 3 
Communication and National Development 3 
Political Communication and Governance 3 
One Course in Concentration A, B or C 3

Contact  
Information:
 

Office of Admissions 

University of Bridgeport 

126 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

203.576.4552 

admit@bridgeport.edu

Capstone Core Courses (9 Semester Hours)
Internship    3 
Tutorial*     3 
Thesis     3
*The Tutorial includes comprehensive oral and written exams.
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