
            School of Professional Studies 
 
         
Course No. & Title:    PSYC 240 IDDL1 – Social Psychology 
Semester and Term:   Spring 2018 
Day and Dates:  January 8 – March 3, 2018 
Time:  Online 
Campus Location: Distant Learning 
 

Course Description: 
Scientific study of how people think about, influence, and relate to one another. Social cognition, 
persuasion, conformity and obedience, stereotyping and prejudice, aggression, pro-social behavior, and 
intra-group and intergroup dynamics.  
 
  
Required Textbook: 

 Social Psychology, David G. Myers, 12th Edition, 2016, McGraw-Hill Publishers, ISBN 9780077861971 
(Loose-Leaf). ISBN: 0077861973. 
 
Instructor & contact information:  Herb Storck 
Email: hstorck@bridgeport.edu 
  

Learning Outcomes: 

 Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

• Explain social thinking, social influence, and social relations. 
• Define the term “attitude” and identify the mechanisms behind attitude change. 
• Discuss the cognitive and affective theories/components linked to stereotypes, prejudice, and 

discrimination. 
• Apply the concepts of social thinking, influence, and relationships to observed behaviors in 

applied settings such as clinics, courts, and social service agencies. 
• Identify factors that affect/influence a person’s decision-making. 
• Communicate this knowledge effectively; verbally and in writing (using APA format). 

 

Discussion:  Credit will not be given for late postings.  The discussion questions are to be answered by 
Fridays 11:59pm and then you have until Sunday 11:59pm EST to respond to at least two student posts. 

 

1. Due First Week – Writing Assignment:          10% 

mailto:hstorck@bridgeport.edu


You are to write a 2-3 double spaced page paper on “Aggressive Behavior in Society Today”. Research 
this topic using many sources such as your textbook, journals, and web to assist you in writing your 
paper. Use APA documentation for writing papers and sources used. 

Submit your paper to me via the link in Week One Assignment. 

Date due by:  Friday, 1/12/18, 11:59pm EST. 

 Please note: I cannot open up any WPS (word perfect) documents. Save your paper in Word (.doc or 
.docx) format or RTF (rich text format). 

Read Chapters One (What is Social Psychology) and Two (The Self in the Social World).  

Please read 2-3 professional journal articles of interest to you from The Journal of Social Psychology 
or another journal of Social Psychology.   

Please write a 3-PAGE PAPER, 12 font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, answering the following 
question: How do social situations influence our behavior? And also, what does “I Knew It All Along” 
refer to?  Be sure to provide details and give several examples FOR EACH QUESTION.  Finally, please 
include in this paper: What do you hope to gain from this course? 

YOUR PAPER IS DUE EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE YOUR TEXTBOOK YET.  THERE ARE PLENTY OF 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET TO ANSWER THESE BASIC SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY TOPICS. 

 
Essay Format: 
 APA Style [refer to: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/]  
 Length: 3 pages. 
 Typed using 1” Margins; Double-spaced; 12 point font. 
 Include: Your Name; Course Name; Instructor’s Name; Title; and Date. 
 
Introductory Paragraph: 
 Introduce the presentation of the topic; Book or Article Title, Author, and the year it was published.  
 Very brief summary of the topic. 
 Thesis statement: Describe the specific issue that you are responding or reacting to; agree, disagree, 

connect with, evaluate etc. 
 
Organizing Ideas, Opinions, and Viewpoints: 
 Thesis statement forms the basis of the essay. 
 Decide on a few key ideas that express your thesis statement. 
 Describe at least three of these key ideas. 
 Develop your ideas in each paragraph by using examples, giving details, and using material from the 

presentation.  
 While the use of the first person “I” is generally not appropriate for academic essays, it is 

appropriate for a response/reaction essay since it is your personal response.  
 

Body of the Essay: 
Discuss the topic and your response/reaction to it referring to the presentation.  If disputing the facts or 
the conclusions, give solid reasons to support your interpretation.   

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


You can certainly refer to other readings or books.  Always be accurate with the titles and authors.  If 
you use any quotes from the text book, you may use parenthetical citation.  If you quote from another 
book, then a footnote is necessary.  
 
Concluding Paragraph: 
Reiteration of your thesis statement and restatement of your response/reaction.   
Conclude. 
 
GRADING RUBRIC REACTION/RESPONSE ESSAY 
 

Expectations Excellent Fair Poor 
The introductory paragraph gives reference to the source of the 
topic by indicating the title, author and publication date, provides a 
brief and concise summary of the topic and has a specific thesis 
statement which reflects the writer's reaction and builds an 
expectation in the reader. 

   

Body of the essay has a well-written topic sentences and is well-
supported with effective citations and clear, mature, and original 
ideas and refers to the original source whenever necessary. The 
concluding paragraph rephrases main points and ends with an 
original and meaningful concluding comment. 

   

Organization: All ideas are relevant to each other and to the thesis 
statement. Sentences and paragraphs are logically ordered and 
smoothly connected to one-another with a variety of appropriate 
linking devices and reference words, and/or repetition of key 
words. 

   

Grammar & Mechanics: Sentence forms are accurate. Word choice 
is accurate and varied. Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, 
paragraphing, spacing, indentation, and margining are proper. The 
ideas have been properly cited with a variety of citation techniques 
(quotation/ summary/ paraphrase). In-text and end-text references 
are complete and in the right format. 

   

 
2. Research Paper:                                15%   

Write an 8 page double spaced research paper on a topic related to Social Psychology. You must use a 
minimum of three references.  The cover page and reference/end note page includes the 8 pages. The 
body of your paper is to be 6 full pages, double spaced, 1” margins. 

Your research paper must be cited using APA documentation.  Use correct grammar, punctuation and 
full sentences.  Put your best effort into it as this will count for a good part of your final grade.   

Submit your research paper to me via the link in Week 6 Assignments – Research Paper.  

 
Select a topic you would like to research and request instructor approval no later than Friday 1/26/18.  
 
The Research Paper is due no later than 11:59 p.m. Friday, 2/16/18/ 



 
This is a research paper and should be devoted to facts and examples.  However you may briefly provide 
your own opinion if you wish.  You may use the course text, but MUST supplement this by using 
additional sources.  The intent of the paper is for you to do research and then convey it in a clear and 
meaningful way with interpretations and insights.   
 
Essay Format: 
• APA Style [refer to: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/]  
• Length:  At least 8 Pages 
• Typed using 1” Margins; Double-spaced; 12 point font. 
• Include: Your Name; Course Name; Instructor’s Name; Title; and Date. 
• Footnotes: Required 
• Works Cited: Required 
• Use at least three (3) outside sources (books, articles, commentaries). 
 
Introductory Paragraph: 
Introduce your topic and clearly make a strong thesis statement, which is what you plan to prove or 
explain in your essay. 
 
Organizing Ideas: 
• Thesis statement forms the basis of the essay 
• Decide on a few key ideas that express your thesis statement 
• Each of these key ideas can become their own paragraphs 
• Develop your ideas in each paragraph by using examples, giving details, and using quotes  
• The use of the first person “I” is not appropriate for a research essay. 

 
Body of the Essay: 
• Present your ideas in a logical way with references to texts. 
 
Concluding Paragraph: 
• Reiteration of your thesis statement and summary of your arguments or points.   
• Provide a statement of insight that applies the information you have learned to a situation or issue 

to demonstrate your comprehension of the topic 
• Conclude. 
 
 
GRADING RUBRIC RESEARCH / THESIS ESSAY 
 

Expectations Excellent Fair Poor 
Introduction: An engaging introduction, states clearly the main 
topic and previews the structure of the essay. 

   

Thesis Statement: Clearly and concisely states the essay’s purpose, 
which is engaging and thought-provoking. 

   

Main Point / Body of the Essay: Well developed main points/topic 
sentences that relate directly to the thesis. Each paragraph has 
thoughtful supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea. 

   

Organization: Logical and subtle sequencing of ideas through well-    

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


developed paragraphs. Transitions are effective and enhance the 
organization of the essay. 
Conclusion: The conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.    
Style: Writing is smooth, skillful, and coherent. Sentences are 
strong and expressive with varied structure. Diction is consistent 
and words are well chosen. 

   

Grammar & Mechanics: Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, 
paragraphing, spacing, indentation, and margining are proper. The 
ideas have been properly cited with a variety of citation techniques 
(quotation/ summary/ paraphrase).  

   

Citation: All cited works, both text and visual, are done in correct 
format with no errors. 

   

Bibliography: Don in the correct format with no errors. Includes 
more than 5 major references (e.g. journal articles, books, but no 
more than two internet sites).  

   

 
 

3.  Weekly Discussion Board                 35% 

Each week you are required to answer the discussion board questions listed in the discussion board.  In 
addition to your own answer, you must respond to at least two other postings and any responses to 
your post in order to receive full credit.  You will be graded on how completely you answer the assigned 
discussion question and by the quality of your responses to the other postings. You are to conduct 
research on the question using your textbook, periodicals, journals, web, etc. List your sources after 
each response. You are to first answer the weekly discussion questions by Thursday 11:59pm and then 
respond to two student posts each week. Use many sources when conducting research and list your 
sources after each answer. When responding to student posts you are to support your opinions with 
research and list your sources after each response. You are required to log on at least three days weekly 
to read, conduct research and respond to postings.   

Reflections: Students are to reply to two students by Sunday at 11:59pm EST.  

1. What Makes a Good Post: 

I’d like to provide some guidance regarding the requirements for "good" posts.  My 
primary objective is to know that you have a good comprehension of the topic in the 
assignment. To demonstrate a good comprehension, you'll typically need to write a brief 
introduction on the importance of the topic and then use details and examples to help 
yourself and the other students understand the issues.  ALSO, you must provide a 
sentence with an insightful statement, typically that begins with “This means that . . .” 
where you recognize the overall importance of the issue to the marketplace, the world, 
whatever.  It’s the sort of thing where you put your feet up on the desk for 2 or 3 
minutes and think about the big picture.  The length of the post is not as much the issue 
as a good discussion of the above.  The replies are no big deal.  They should NOT BE "I 
AGREE"!!!!  A couple of sentences is fine though, enough to share a brief contribution to 



that student's post.  If you do not write replies, it will typically hurt your grade by about 
15 points.  However, MY OBJECTIVE IS FOR YOU ALL TO SCORE VERY WELL ON THE 
POSTS - - - IT'S EASY TO GET "A's" on them if you follow these basic guidelines.  I'm not 
picky, I just want to see that you get it. 

 

Rubric: 

 

Component of Post % of Grade 

Introduction: 

A brief introduction to the importance of the topic 

 

5% 

Details: 

The FACTS about the topic, not your own opinion.  Use facts derived 
from the textbook or other “cited” sources. 

35% 

Examples: 

Provide 1 extensive or 2 brief examples of the topic in real life. 

35% 

Replies: 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts.  Posts do not need to be 
extensive, but must be more than just one brief sentence.   

15% 

Statement of “Big Picture” Insight 

Share a thought about the “Big Picture” of the impact of this topic. 

10% 

 

I like to keep my replies to each student private so I will often provide a private 
comment with your grade.  These comments typically provide feedback on your 
post and guidance for your future posts. 

I also will often post an extended supplementary Forum post each week with my 
own thoughts on the week’s topic and additional educational insight.  These posts 
“count” as a source of course material and can include information that will be 
included on tests or should be considered in your Course Project (see below), so be 
sure to read them and include them in your test review material. 

  

  4.  Two Exams                                           40% 
1.  Mid-Term – (20%)  The exam will be posted with instructions in Week 4 Assignments. The exam will 
be a series of essay questions. (Chapter’s 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8)  The Midterm will be multiple choice in 



format and be available in Week 5 from 6:00 a.m. Wednesday 2/7/18 through 11:59 p.m. Saturday 
2/10/18.  
  
2.  Final Examination - (20%) The final examination will be posted in Week 8 Assignments.  The exam 
will be a series of essay questions (Chapter’s 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12).  The Final Exam will be 
multiple choice in format and be available in Week 8 from 6:00 a.m. Monday 2/26/18 through 11:59 
p.m. Wednesday 2/28/18. 
  

Helpful Hints 

1.  Don’t fall behind – the most important factor for achieving success in this course is to follow the 
Learning Units closely, and complete your assignments correctly and on time. 
2.  Share your opinions – the Discussion Board is largely based on your application to the Social 
Psychology principles you will learn.  While the actual principles and theories are based on research, 
your answers to the questions are based on your personal application of these principles and theories. 
3. Ask questions – if you are having trouble understanding any parts of this course, let me know as soon 
as possible.  I will gladly answer any questions you have about the course materials, lessons, resources 
and the assignments.  So if you have a question, please ask! 
4.  Please put your name on all assignments. 
  

Grading Calculation: 
 Points 

Written Assignment   10 

Research Paper      15 

Canvas Assignments (7x5pts) 35 

Midterm Exam     20 

Final Exam     20 

 

Social Psychology 

Course Schedule 
 

Week One– 10/25 

REMINDER: YOUR FIRST WEEK PAPER IS DUE FRIDAY, 1/16 

See earlier in the syllabus for details. 

Canvas Assignment  



NOTE:  Late posts will not be accepted or graded for any reason.  If you anticipate a conflict, please post 
ahead of the due date.  

Read Chapters 1 and 3    (Introduction, and Social Beliefs & Judgements) 

Due Wednesday (11:59 p.m.) 

Please briefly introduce yourself to the class by telling us your major and a little bit about yourself.  
Check out the other students and say something to a couple of them. 

Post:  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post #1:  Is Social Psychology based upon common sense, or is it based upon science?   

Post #2:  What is the Correlation method of research.  What can we determine from the results, and 
what can we not determine?  Be sure to explain the difference between “Reliability” and “Validity”. 

Post #3:  What are heuristics?  Provide several examples 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts.   

 
 

Week Two– 10/25 

Canvas Assignment  

NOTE:  Reminder #2 - - - Late posts will not be accepted or graded for any reason.  If you anticipate a 
conflict, please post ahead of the due date.  

Read Chapters 4 and 7    (Behavior & Attitudes, and Persuasion) 

Post:  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post #1:  How well do our attitudes predict our behavior?  What happens when they are 
inconsistent?  

Post #2:  What is Cognitive Dissonance?  How does it effect behavior?  Give at least 2 examples. 

Post #3:  What are the “Paths that lead to Persuasion”?  What are some features of effective 
influencers?  

Total Discussion Post must be at least 600 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts.   

 

Week Three –11/1 



Canvas Assignment  

Read Chapters 6 and 8    (Conformity, Obedience, and Group Influence) 

Post:  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post 1: THIS ASSIGNMENT DISCUSSES CRITICALLY IMPORTANT ISSUES IN SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY AND 
YOU SHOULD GIVE IT SPECIAL ATTENTION.  A MORE THOROUGH DISCUSSION IS EXPECTED THAN 
USUAL, WITH MORE FACTS AND SOME INSIGHTFUL COMMENTS TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR 
COMPREHENSION OF THE SOCIAL PROCESSES INVOLVED.  Consider the example of Nazi Germany in 
WWII, when many hundreds of ordinary German residents agreed to participate in the extermination of 
their fellow Jewish citizens.  Discuss the information we have gained from Social Psychology that helps 
us understand this seemingly unbelievable behavior.  What is the breakthrough research that helps 
explain it?  Provide at least 2 other examples of how conformity has influenced people to engage in 
horrendous, “inhuman” behavior.  

Post 2:  Describe the processes of social facilitation, social loafing, and deindividuation.    

Total Discussion Post must be at least 600 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts  

 

Week Four – 11/8 
Canvas Assignment  

Read Chapter 12  (Helping Others) 

Post DUE FRIDAY:    (11:59 p.m.) 

1.  What defines genuine altruism?  How does it differ from at least 2 other types of altruism?  
Provide some examples.  

2. What is the “Bystander Effect”?  What are the important variables that influence it? Provide at 
least 2 real-life examples. 

Total Discussion Post must be at least 600 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts  

 

Week Five – 11/29 
Midterm Exam on Chapters 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 12  



Canvas Assignment  

Read Chapter 9   (Prejudice) 

Post :  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post #1:  Discuss the major issues that create prejudice and the disliking of others. Provide at least 2 
current examples in American society. 

Total Discussion Post must be at least 300 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Reply to at least 2 other student posts  

 

Week Six – 12/6 
NOTE: YOUR RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE FRIDAY 2/16 

See earlier in the syllabus for details. 

Canvas Assignment  

Read Chapter 10  (Aggression) 

Post:  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post #1:  Discuss the major influences on aggression.  

Post #2:  Have groups been found to be more aggressive than individuals? Think back to what you’ve 
learned about conformity nd its relevance to this chapter. 

Total Discussion Post must be at least 600 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

 Reply to at least 2 other student posts  

 

Week Seven –11/13 

Canvas Assignment  

Read Chapter 11 (Attraction & Intimacy) 

Post:  DUE FRIDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

Post #1:  Discuss the major factors that lead to Friendship and Attraction.  Please be specific, include 
all major factors, and also provide an example of the development of attraction in your own life. 



Total Discussion Post must be at least 600 words but will probably be longer to include sufficient 
facts, examples, and a statement of insight. 

 

Post #2:  This is an opinion question.  Regarding attraction, we all know what the term “Hot” means.  
Somebody who we find attractive for some reason and also creates “arousal” in us, either directly sexual 
or at least a desire for intimacy of some sort.  “Hot” can obviously be an external quality (let’s call that 
hot on the outside), but it can also be a more internal personality or intellectual quality (let’s call that 
hot on the inside).  Are you most attracted to “Hot on the outside” or “Hot on the inside”?  What do you 
find to be “Hot”.  If it’s as simple as a body part, that’s fine, feel free to say what it is, just use 
academically acceptable terms and not slang or offensive. 

Replies:  DUE SUNDAY   (11:59 p.m.) 

 Reply to at least 2 other student posts  

 

 

Preparation for Final Exam:  You are strongly encouraged to read every chapter and study as you would 
for a traditional closed-book test.  Even though online tests are open book by nature, and I will allow 
sufficient time to think about your answers, you will not enough time to utilize textbook and other 
resources to answer every question.  This is a classic mistake that occurs with online tests, and students 
run out of time leaving many questions unanswered.  The test will be multiple choice. 

 

Week Eight – 11/20 

Final Exam 

- Multiple choice, cumulative.  

I’d like to repeat my suggestion from above: 
Preparation for Final Exam:  You are strongly encouraged to read every chapter and study as you would 
for a traditional closed-book test.  Even though online tests are open book by nature, and I will allow 
sufficient time to think about your answers, you will not enough time to utilize textbook and other 
resources to answer every question.  This is a classic mistake that occurs with online tests, and students 
run out of time leaving many questions unanswered.  The test will be multiple choice. 

 
 GRADING CRITERIA & POLICIES 

The end of course performance criteria or expectation for each letter grade can be defined as follows: 
  
Grade Requirements & Performance Criteria 

A Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 



1. Accurate and sophisticated understanding of readings and issues with ability to do more 
than repeat what the text says or what was said in class, such as the ability to infer 
additional important information from sources. 

2. Critical stance toward opinions communicated in class or in the readings and the ability 
to express their own views articulately and defends them well. 

3. Originality of thought in expressing the critical stance, in drawing out additional 
implications from the readings and class discussions, and in finding personal meaning in 
the readings and issues discussed. 

4. Clear expression of ideas, with papers containing very few grammatical or stylistic 
weaknesses. 

5. All assignments completed and submitted within the time allowed. 
B Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
1. All of the “A” work, but with less accomplishment. 
2. Accurate understanding of readings and issues, with the ability to do more than repeat 

the text. 
3. A critical stance, with some effort, not always successful, to defend that stance. 
4. Some attempt to find personal meaning, with at least hints of originality and creativity 

of thought. 
5. Very clear expression of thoughts and ideas. 

C Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
1. A generally accurate grasp of the readings and issues, but with some inaccuracy; lack of 

sophistication understanding, such as the ability to infer from sources. 
2. Some attempt to take a critical stance, but with little effort or success in defending that 

stance. 
3. Some attempt to find personal meaning. 
4. Sufficient clarity of expression to communicate ideas, but with stylistic or grammatical 

weaknesses which create difficulties. 
D Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
1. Genuine efforts to understand, with some demonstrated understanding of readings and 

issues, but with serious deficiencies. 
2. Generally lacking in critical stance or in a defense of that stance. 
3. Lack of understanding or an attempt to find personal meaning. 

  

                                                                                                                                                       
Letter Grading Scale: 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 


	Concluding Paragraph:
	Concluding Paragraph:

