
                                School of Professional Studies 
 
Course No. & Title:   MUSC 121 ID8W1, Music Appreciation-Western  
Semester and Term:   Spring 2018 
Day and Dates:  Wednesdays, 1/10/2018 – 2/28/2018 
Time:  6pm – 9pm 
Campus Location: Bridgeport  
 

 
Course Description:   
A basic course in the elements of music and their historical application in Western music. Active listening 
and student participation is emphasized.  
 
Instructor:  Professor Anthony DeQuattro 
Email:  adequatt@bridgeport.edu 
 
Learning Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of Western classical music. 
• Demonstrate familiarity with a selection of major composers and their works. 
• Describe the differences between various genres from Western classical musical history. 
• Use the vocabulary learned in class to intelligently discuss through oral and written means 

various aspects of music such as form and style. 
• Perceptively listen to music of all types. 
• Identify and understand the basic elements of music. 

 
Materials  
There are no materials required for this course 
 
Means of Evaluation 
Grades will be based on the following: 

Discussion Group (40 points):   8% 
Oral Presentation (60 points): 12% 
Quizzes (3 at 80 pts each): 48% 
Essays (3 at 20 pts each): 12% 
Class Participation (100 pts): 20% 

 
Letter Grading Scale 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94           A  76-74           C 
93-90           A-  73-70           C- 
89-87           B+  69-67           D+ 
86-84           B  66-64           D 
83-80           B-  63-60           D- 
79-77           C+  Below 60           F 

 

mailto:adequatt@bridgeport.edu


 
 

 
Due Dates 
 Class           Assignment Due   

Class 1    None 
Class 2    Essay 1 (Due 11:59 on Monday) 
Class 3    Quiz 1     
Class 4    Essay 2 (Due 11:59 on Monday) 
Class 5    Quiz 2  
Class 6    Essay 3 (Due 11:59 on Monday) 
Class 7    Quiz 3, Oral Presentations 
Class 8    Discussion Groups 

 
 
Class Policies 

• Laptops are not allowed in class except for use during oral presentations. 
• No assignments will be accepted any time after the final class of the term. 
• This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of Professor DeQuattro 

 
 
Guidelines for Assignments 
 
Discussion Group: The history of Western European Art Music is long and diverse. For this assignment, 
students will log in to their respective discussion groups to discuss what they have found most intriguing 
about the music presented and the information discussed throughout this course. Grades will be based on 
the discussions that stem from students’ initial postings. The exact grading criteria is detailed in the 
rubric found at the end of this syllabus and in the Rubrics and Handouts folder in the Files section 
of this course’s Canvas page. 
 
How to Log In to Your Discussion Group and Complete Your Assignment 

1. Go to your MUSC 207 course in Canvas. 
2. Click on “Discussions.” 
3. Click "The Ga and Ewe People?" 
4. Click “Reply” to any post to respond to that post 
5. Discuss the ideas that are being addressed or present a new idea for discussion 

Discussion group deadlines are listed at the top of the second page of this syllabus. A rubric 
outlining the exact grading criteria is attached to the end of this syllabus or can be downloaded 
from the Rubrics and Handouts folder in the Files section of this course’s Canvas page. 
 
 
Essays: At the end of the indicated lectures, a listening and/or reading assignment and question will be 
posted. Copies of these questions can also be found in the Files section of this course’s Canvas page. 
Each answer must be at least 300 words. Be careful to check spelling and grammar, as a portion of the 
grade will be dependent on good writing. A rubric outlining the exact grading criteria is attached to the 
end of this syllabus or can be downloaded from the Rubrics and Handouts folder in the Files section of 
this course’s Canvas page. Essays are due midweek and should be submitted via the Assignments section 
of this course’s Canvas page. The exact due dates for all essays are listed at the top of the second 
page of this syllabus. 
 
 
 



 
 

Oral Presentation: On the final day of the course, each student is required to give an oral presentation as 
part of a team of two. Students can choose their own partner or I will assign partners. Partner assignments 
will be made the second week of the semester. Presentations can be on any musical group, form, or topic. 
Presentations should include a discussion of four musical examples plus a short background of the topic 
as it pertains to those musical examples. Presenters should identify musical elements in the examples they 
are presenting. Grades will be based on how accurately teams are able to identify musical elements 
in the selections they are presenting as well as how interesting each team is able to make the 
presentation. Here is a brief example of a good oral presentation:  
 

“‘Pumpkin Guts’ is the duo of guitarist Billy Williams and bassist Jimmy Jimions. They met at 
Frog Swamp Elementary School and immediately dropped out to become rock stars. Within six 
months they had this number one single. Notice the dynamics the duo uses to accentuate the 
sections of the tune – the verses are soft and the choruses are loud. This song starts with an 
introduction that is very similar to a recitative of an opera because there is no constant rhythm 
and the singing is rubato. During a hiatus from the band, Billy Williams spent one year in Spain 
living in a monastery before returning to the band. The Spanish influence can be heard in this 
next tune…”  

 
Please note: At the time of your presentation, you must hand in a list of the musical elements 
contained in each selection and the specific points in the music at which they can be heard (the 
counter number). You are advised to review the grading rubric, which outlines the exact grading criteria 
for this assignment. A copy can be found at the end of this syllabus or in the Rubrics and Handouts folder 
in the Files section of this course’s Canvas Page. 
 
 
Quizzes: Quizzes will include listening examples to be identified as well as various short answer 
questions. 
 
 
Class Participation: Active participation in class discussions is encouraged (and required). At the 
conclusion of the course a Class Participation Grade will be assigned to each student based on that 
student’s number of absences (10 points are deducted per absence), number of late arrivals and early 
departures (3 points are deducted for each late arrival or early departure), and level of class participation 
during the course (grades will be raised for those individuals who consistently participate in class 
discussions). 
 
 

Rubrics for all assignments are found on the pages that follow.



 
 

 

Discussion Group Rubric 
 

  10 points 5 points 0 points 
Did you contribute to your group's 
dialogue 

 Yes, at 
least 4 
times 
including 
an initial 
posting 
submitted 
by the 
deadline 
(Day 3) 

Yes, but 
only 3 
times or 
my initial 
posting 
was not 
submitted 
by the 
deadline 
(Day 3) 
 

Yes, but only 
2 times or 
less 

Did you answer a question raised by 
another group member? 

  Yes No 

Did you ask a question of your own?   Yes No 

Did you contribute personal ideas and 
feelings? 

  Yes No 

Did you demonstrate an understanding 
of the material being discussed? 

  Yes No 

Did you state your ideas with clarity?   Yes No 

Did you affect, inspire, or influence the 
discussion 

  Yes No 

Final Grade (40 points possible)     

 



 
 

  
Essay Rubric 

 
 

  8 points 6 points 4 points 2 point 0 points 
Was the question 
posed answered 
accurately? 
 

 Yes Yes, but the 
answer was 
incomplete  

Some of 
the points 
made were 
confusing 
or not fully 
explained 
 

Some 
portions of 
the answer 
were 
inaccurate 

Most of the 
answer 
was 
inaccurate 

Were there any 
grammatical or 
spelling errors? 

   None or 
very few 

Yes, 5-9 Yes, over 9 

Was the answer well 
organized and 
understandable with 
descriptive language 
and professional 
terms? 

   Yes Mostly, but 
there were 
problems 
with 
sentence 
and 
paragraph 
structure. 

The 
answer 
was difficult 
to 
understand 

Was the answer the 
correct length (at least 
300 words)? 
 

   Yes No, 250- 
300 words 

No, under 
250 words 

 
Final Grade (20 

points possible) 

      

 
 

 



 
 

 

Oral Presentation Rubric 
 

 10 points 7 points 4 points 0 points 
Was the language descriptive and 
colorful?  Was the presentation 
entertaining and interesting? 
 

Yes 
 

The presentation 
was very 
informative, but 
the presenter 
was difficult to 
hear or 
understand 
 

The presenter 
lacked 
confidence in the 
topic, resulting in 
a presentation 
that was less 
than informative 
 

The presenter 
seemed  to not 
know the topic 
and was very ill-
prepared. 
 

Prior to the presentation, did 
you hand in a list of the musical 
elements contained in each 
selection and the specific points in 
the music where they can be 
heard?   

Yes Yes, but the 
specific 
points are not 
listed clearly 
or accurately 

No  

Tune #1 - N.B.  A "distinguishing" 
element is a part of a musical 
example that cannot be heard in 
almost every other example of 
pop or rock music, i.e. the 
element distinguishes this tune 
from others. For example, "Duple 
meter" and "played on guitar, 
bass, and drums" are not 
"distinguishing" elements, while 
"sudden dynamic changes" and 
"use of bagpipes" are. 
 
 

3 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

2 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

1 
distinguishing 
elements was 

identified 

No 
distinguishing 
elements were 

identified 

Tune #2  3 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

2 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

1 
distinguishing 
elements was 

identified 

No 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 
Tune #3  3 

distinguishing 
elements 

were 
identified 

2 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

1 
distinguishing 
elements was 

identified 

No 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 
Tune #4  3 

distinguishing 
elements 

were 
identified 

2 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 

1 
distinguishing 
elements was 

identified 

No 
distinguishing 

elements 
were 

identified 
Final Grade  
(60+ points possible) 

    



 
 

N.B. One point will be added for every additional element correctly identified. One point 
will be deducted for every element incorrectly identified.  Each element can only be 
identified once per selection and twice in the entire presentation. 


