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Course No. & Title:  HUSV 333 IDDL1, Social Policy and Administration 
Semester and Term: Spring 2018 
Day and Dates:  January 8 – March 3, 2018 
Time:  online 
Campus Location:  Distant Learning 
 
Course Description:  
This course identifies policy as central to the social work profession and defines the 
terms. It demonstrates how practitioner policy analyses are done using examples from 
fighting poverty, aging, mental health, substance abuse, and child welfare. The student 
will be introduced to the various components of social policy: formation, implementation, 
administration, and evaluation. Theoretical issues as well as historical factors in policy 
are presented. Practical problems in administration of non-profit agencies are presented 
and analyzed. You will understand the important role you can play in advocating for 
changes and improvements in social policy.  
 
Instructor & contact information:   
Tony Devine. Ed.D  
Email: tdevine@bridgeport.edu 
 
Required Textbook:   
The Policy-Based Profession: An Introduction to Social Welfare Policy Analysis for 
Social Workers,” by Popple and Leighninnger. 
Allyn & Bacon, 6th Edition. 
ISBN-13: 9780133909111 
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

• Attain knowledge of a beginning practice level of Social Welfare Policy. 
• Attain skills and values that can develop into positions of leadership and 

influence as client advocates, policy planners/evaluators, administrators, or 
lobbyists.   

• Analyze the policies and services given by local, state, national, and global 
agencies as well as the policy implications for social work practice.   

• Develop a knowledge base that will prepare them for social policy changes that 
will improve social conditions, promote social and economic justice, and that will 
empower at-risk populations. 

mailto:tdevine@bridgeport.edu
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Assignments and Grading Criteria – 100 POINTS 

Note: Below is an overview only. Detailed and updated instructions will be given 
for each assignment during the online course. Students must follow the 
instructions posed in the online course for all assignments and not those in the 
Syllabus.  

40 points (5 Points/Week) –Participation in Online Discussions - Participation in the 
Weekly Online Discussion is a key component to completing this course successfully. 
You must actively participate in the course by engaging and making thoughtful 
comments relevant to the readings and class material in the weekly online discussions. 
Each student is expected to give a thoughtful response to each of the weekly online 
questions within the first 1-3 Days of the Course Week. In addition, each student is to 
give at least three replies to comments posted by peers in your weekly online group 
within. Ideally most of the discussion will have occurred with the first 5 days of the 
Course Week. Posting make after the course week will not count in the grading. For 
example, if we are in Course Week 5 and postings were make to questions in Course 
Week 4, then these will not be graded. The idea is to be engaged continuously 
throughout the entire online course. Additional information and instructions will be given 
during the course. 

36 points – Reflection Journal Papers (3 Reflection Journal Papers – 3-4 pages 
each)  - A reflection paper is a formal essay that explains your thoughts, feelings, and 
reactions to the reading or experience.  It is not a review of the material.  It should be 
organized as any other formal essay and include an introduction, an analysis of your 
reaction and the expectations you had prior to the reading or experience, and a 
summary of your conclusions.  You may incorporate personal experience with the 
concrete details from your reading or viewing.  In your reflection on the material, what 
questions come to mind to you that you would like to explore further in the online 
discussions. 

24 points – State Level, Social Policy Analysis Research Paper. Students will write 
a paper that will analyze the policies related to one of the following social policies at the 
State Level (Not at the Federal Level. Pick a State such as Connecticut, New York, 
etc.): Child Support Enforcement Program, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
Federal Housing Assistance, Veterans Benefits and Services, Head Start, Workers’ 
Compensation, School Lunch and Breakfast Programs, Workforce Investment Act, or 
propose a policy you would like to analyze). In analyzing the policy incorporate the 
historical perspective, social and economic factors, and political impact.  Research how 
the state such as Connecticut has implemented the delivery of the policy to its residents 
and describe that in your analysis. The policy analysis paper will be a minimum of 5 
pages in length and should have an organized structure of an introduction, analysis, and 
conclusion. Additional information and instructions will be given during the course.  
 
WEEKLY AGENDA - Description of Weekly Sessions: 
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Date Weekly Agenda and Topics  Assignments Due on  
Last Day of Course Week  

Week 1 • Introductions 
• Course Orientation and expectations  
• Read Chapter 1 – The Policy Based 

Profession  
• Read Chapter 2 – Defining Social 

Welfare Policy  
• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 

Module for this week 
 

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings 

Week 2 • NASW Principles & Code of Ethics 
 
Go to this link for the NASW Code of 
Ethics: 
www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.a
sp 

• Creating online teams 
• Team building and support 
• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 

Module for this week 
 

• DUE:  Reflection Paper #1 
on NASW Principles & Code 
of Ethics 

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings 

Week 3 • Read Chapter 3 – Social Welfare Policy 
Analysis 

• Read Chapter 4 – Policy Analysis from 
a Historical Perspective 

• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 
Module for this week 
 

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings  

Week 4 • Read Chapter 5 – Social/Economic 
Analysis 

• Read Chapter 6 – Fighting Poverty: 
Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families   

• Read Chapter 7 – Aging:  Social 
Security as an Entitlement 

• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 
Module for this week 
 

• DUE:  Reflection Paper #2 
on one of the following 
chapters from the text: 
Chapter 5, 6 or 7.  

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings  

 

Week 5 • Read Chapter 8 – Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse   

• Read Chapter 9. Health Care Reform 
• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 

Module for this week 
 

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings 

 

http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.asp
http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.asp
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Week 6 • Read Chapter 10 – Child Welfare:  
Family Preservation Policy 

• Read Chapter 11. Politics and Social 
Welfare Policy 

• Read Chapter 12.  Policy Practice for 
Social Workers  

• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 
Module for this week 

 

• DUE: Reflection Paper #3 on 
one of the following chapters 
from the text: Chapter 10, 11 
or 12.  

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings 
 

Week 7 
 

• Read Chapter 13 – Conclusion 
• Read Materials posted in the Weekly 

Module for this week 

• DUE: Social Policy Analysis 
Research Paper 

• Respond to online group 
discussion questions based 
on readings 

 
Week 8 • Read Materials posted in the Weekly 

Module for this week 
• Respond to online group 

discussion questions based 
on readings 
 

Course Performance and Grading Criteria 

In general, the end of course performance criteria or expectation for each letter grade 
can be defined as follows: 

 Grade Requirements & Performance Criteria 
A Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 

  1.  Accurate and sophisticated understanding of readings and issues with ability 
to do more than repeat what the text says or what was said in class, such as the 
ability to infer additional important information from sources. 

  2.  Critical stance toward opinions communicated in class or in the readings and 
the ability to express their own views articulately and defends them well. 

  3.  Originality of thought in expressing the critical stance, in drawing out 
additional implications from the readings and class discussions, and in finding 
personal meaning in the readings and issues discussed. 

  4.  Clear expression of ideas, with papers containing very few grammatical or 
stylistic weaknesses. 

  5. All assignments completed and submitted within the time allowed. 
    

B Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
  1.  All of the “A” work, but with less accomplishment. 
  2.  Accurate understanding of readings and issues, with the ability to do more 

than repeat the text. 
  3.  A critical stance, with some effort, not always successful, to defend that 

stance. 
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  4.  Some attempt to find personal meaning, with at least hints of originality and 
creativity of thought. 

  5.  Very clear expression of thoughts and ideas. 
    

C Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
  1.  A generally accurate grasp of the readings and issues, but with some 

inaccuracy; lack of sophistication understanding, such as the ability to infer from 
sources. 

  2.  Some attempt to take a critical stance, but with little effort or success in 
defending that stance. 

  3.  Some attempt to find personal meaning. 
  4.  Sufficient clarity of expression to communicate ideas, but with stylistic or 

grammatical weaknesses, which create difficulties. 
    

D Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the following: 
  1.  Genuine efforts to understand, with some demonstrated understanding of 

readings and issues, but with serious deficiencies. 
  2.  Generally lacking in critical stance or in a defense of that stance. 
  3.  Lack of understanding or an attempt to find personal meaning. 
    

F Simply an unsatisfactory effort in key respects, especially in understanding or 
clarity of expression. 

  
 
Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 
NOTE:  Changes may be made to the Syllabus. Any changes to the Syllabus will be 
announced in the online class and/or through e-mail. This version gives a good idea of 
what to expect.  
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