
            School of Professional Studies 
 

Course: HIST 207 IDDL1, US HISTORY TO 1877 
Dates:  SPRING 2018 1/8/2018 – 3/3/2018 
Time:  Asynchronous 
Campus:  Online 
 
Instructor:  David Diamond 
Email:  ddiamond@bridgeport.edu 
  

Course Description: 

We will take a quick survey of the momentous events from the "discovery" of America to the aftermath of our 
horrible Civil War.  We will discuss the Spanish Empire in America, the English colonies, the War for 
Independence, Slavery in America, the Westward expansion, the war with Mexico and our Civil War. 

I am pleased to be your companion on this journey.  These exciting events are filled with heroes and villains.  
The consequences of those past events affect the world we live in today.  The philosopher George Santayana 
wrote:  "Those who do not know history are condemned to repeat it". 

Have we learned from our mistakes of the past?  You decide. 

Required Textbook.  

Give Me Liberty Vol 1 Seagull 
Edition Foner 

ISBN# 

9780393603392 
5th ed Publisher - WW 

Norton 

To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at    ubcampusstore.com 

Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 

• Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and lifestyles of Europeans and native Americans 
that clashed in the early colonial period. 

• Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, 
economic, and cultural forces that shaped its development. 

• Analyze the major events that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule. 
• Explain the struggle for national unity and identity within the context of cultural diversity in the 

nineteenth century 
• Differentiate and analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and the 

United States Constitution of 1787. 
• Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era. 
• Evaluate the evolution of liberty and authority within institutions of family, school, workplace, and 

community from the colonial era through the Civil War period. 
• Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American 

culture and society. 
• Analyze the forces that gave rise to sectionalism in the nineteenth century.  



• Define the concept of manifest Destiny and evaluate the consequences of westward expansion in 
international, national, and regional terms. 

• Analyze nineteenth century social reforms in American society that influenced the nation’s democratic 
creed in racial, social, and gender relations.   

• Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War. 
• Compare and contrast the Presidential and Radical Reconstruction plans of the post-Civil War Era. 
• Describe and assess the impact of African slavery on American economic, political, and social 

development. 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  There will be a 10% deduction for each late day. 

PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENT:   You are to post at least two comments in addition to your assignments 
on three separate days of the week.  20% of your weekly grade will be for Participation. 

SPELL CHECK:  Please use Spell Check on all your reports.   

  

ASSIGNMENTS: 

Week 1:   

 READ:  Chapters 1 & 2.                  

Assignment # 1:  Your bio.    

             We want to get to know you.  Tell us about your major subject, your goals, your job if you have one.  

If you wish, you can tell us your age, your hometown and about your family.    

             I look forward to reading your stories.  Please read my bio on Announcements.   

  

Due:  Tuesday, 01/09/2018.                          30 points.                                                          

  

  

 Assignment # 2:  The Spanish Empire.                

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

  DUE:  Thursday, 01/11/2018.                                                     30 points. 

                   Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Assignment # 3:  The English Colonies.            

        Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this 
topic.  Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

DUE:  Sunday, 01/14/2018.                                                   40 points.                                       

Minimum is 250 words. 



  

WEEK 2:  

READ:  Chapters 3 & 4.                 

Assignment # 1:  Growth of the Colonies & Immigration.                

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  

Describe the events and why you think they were important.               

DUE:  Tuesday, 01/16/2018.                                  30  points.                                   

Minimum is 250 words. 

                

Assignment # 2:  Slavery in America.              

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.              

DUE:  Thursday,  01/18/2018.                                          30 points.                                      

Minimum is 250 words. 

Assignment # 3:  The Seven Years War.  Causes and Consequences.               

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.            

DUE:  Sunday, 01/21/2018                                                40 points                                                  

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

 

  

WEEK 3:  

READ:  Chapters 5 & 6.                  

Assignment # 1:  The Road to Revolution.                    

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                 

DUE:  Tuesday, 01/23/2018                                     30 points                                                            

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Assignment # 2:  The War.                 

Discuss if the American Revolution was a mistake. 



In 1833, the British Parliament passed the Abolition of Slavery Act.  Slavery was abolished throughout the 
huge British Empire and the slave owners received compensation from the government. 

If the American colonists had not declared their independence or if they had lost the war, the American 
colonies would have remained as part of the British Empire, just as Canada remained in the British Empire.  
Slavery in America would have abolished by the Act of Parliament and the slave owners compensated. 

Slavery was the underlying cause of the Civil War.  Estimates are now that 620,000 

to 750,000 Americans died in the Civil War, more than all our other wars combined. 

Would Americans be better off today if we were still part of the British Commonwealth of Nations as Canada 
is and we had no Civil War?  

What do you think? 

DUE:  Thursday, 01/25/2018                                     30 points                                               

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Assignment # 3:  Freedom.                   

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.             

DUE:  Sunday, 01/28/2018                                                      40 points.                                     

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

  

WEEK 4:   

READ:  Chapters 7 & 8.                   

Assignment # 1:  The Constitution.                           

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                 

DUE:  Tuesday, 01/30/2018.30 points.                                            

Minimum is 250 words. 

Assignment # 2:  The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson.      

Discuss the Louisiana Purchase.  Thomas Jefferson favored small government and limitations on the power of 
the President.  Yet when the opportunity presented itself, President Jefferson bought all of the French holdings 
in North American from Napoleon for 15 million dollars, the greatest real estate bargain in history that doubled 
the size of the USA. 

Jefferson did not have the approval of Congress for the purchase and there is nothing in the Constitution that 
allows a President to buy territory from a foreign government. 

Congress did later authorize the payment to France. 



Do you think American Presidents have too much power? 

Just as President Jefferson made the Louisiana Purchase without Congressional approval, 

many of our Presidents have involved the USA in wars without an official Congressional Declaration of War. 

What do you think? 

  

            

DUE:  Thursday, 02/01/2018                                                   30 points.                                                   

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Assignment # 3:  The War of 1812.              

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.             

DUE:  Sunday, 02/04/2018                                                   40 points.                                    

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

  

WEEK 5:   

READ:  Chapters 9 & 10 

Assignment # 1:  The Market Revolution.                   

 Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

DUE:  Tuesday, 02/06/2018                                       30 points.                                      

Minimum is 250 words.       

          

Assignment # 2:  The Presidency of Andrew Jackson.                     

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

DUE:  Thursday, 02/08/2018                                    30 points.                                    

Minimum is 250 words.   

              

Assignment # 3:  Indian Removal.                



Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.     

Include in your discussion the US Supreme Court decision regarding the removal of the Cherokee Indians from 
their ancient homeland in Georgia and President Jackson’s response to the Supreme Court ruling.            

DUE:  Sunday, 02/11/2018                                      40 points.                                        

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

  

WEEK 6:   

 READ:  Chapters 11 & 12                       

                    

Assignment # 1:  Slavery.                    

 Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.      

Include in your discussion why you think there were not more uprisings against the white slave owners.  

In South Carolina, slaves made up about half the population of the state.  What do you think?          

DUE:  Tuesday, 02/13/2018                                          30 points.                                            

Minimum is 250 words.  

Assignment # 2:  Abolitionism.                    

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.             

DUE:  Thursday, 02/15/2018                                           30 points.                                         

Minimum is 250 words.    

          

Assignment # 3:  Women.             

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.            

DUE:  Sunday, 02/18/2018                                 40 points.                                               

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

 WEEK 7:  

READ:  Chapters 13 & 14.    

                 



Assignment # 1:  The Road to War.                   

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

DUE:  Tuesday,  02/20/2018                                30 points.                                             

Minimum is 250 words.    

           

Assignment # 2:  Lincoln's Decision.  Was he wrong?               

Give your opinion on President Lincoln's decision to go to war.             

What were his alternatives?  Why not let the South go?              

With the wisdom of hindsight, we know that for 100 years after the end of the Civil War African Americans in 
the South were still not free.  Brutal segregation was a way of life.              

During those 100 years, it is possible that economic sanctions, technological developments and moral pressure 
could have freed the slaves without the most terrible war in American history.             

The Union of South Africa ended its harsh segregation policy without a war. Also, it is possible that the South 
would decide to rejoin the North just as East Germany and West Germany were reunited after World War 
II.             

What do you think?             

DUE:  Thursday, 02/22/2018                               30 points.                                              

Minimum 250 words.     

                                                               

Assignment # 3:  The War.            

Discuss the conduct of the war and the key battles.    

Did the Battle of Gettysburg doom the South?  What might have happened if the South had won that battle?  
What do you think?            

DUE:  Sunday, 02/25/2018                            40 points.  

                                 Minimum is 250 words. 

                                                  

WEEK 8:   

   READ:  Chapter 15.                  

  

   Assignment # 1:  Reconstruction.                 

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.                

DUE:  Tuesday, 02/27/2018                                              30 points. 



Assignment # 2:  The Presidency of Andrew Johnson               

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.               

 Due:  Thursday, 03/01/2018                                   30 points 

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Assignment # 3:  The Bargain of 1877 and its consequences.                 

Select three events from the chapters or your outside sources that were most interesting to you on this topic.  
Describe the events and why you think they were important.       

In the election of 1876, the Democrat, Samuel Tilden received 51% of the popular vote and the Republican, 
Rutherford B. Hayes received 48%.  Yet Hayes received one more vote in the Electoral College than Tilden.  

In the election of 2000, Democratic Vice-President Al Gore received 500,000 more popular votes than George 
W. Bush, but Bush won in the Electoral College.  Do you think the Electoral College should be abolished?  
Why or why not.         

DUE:  Saturday, 03/03/2018                                     40 points.                                                        

Minimum is 250 words. 

  

Letter Grading Scale: 

 % of Points Earned Letter Grade   % of Points Earned Letter Grade 

100-94 A   76-74 C 

93-90 A-   73-70 C- 

89-87 B+   69-67 D+ 

86-84 B   66-64 D 

83-80 B-   63-60 D- 

79-77 C+   Below 60 F 

 


