
            School of Professional Studies 
 
Course No. & Title:  ENGL 215 IDDL1, Thematic Studies in Literature 
Semester and Term:   Spring 2018 
Day and Dates:  1/8/2018 – 3/3/2018 
Time:  online 
Campus Location:  Asynchronous 

 

Faculty: Paul Rosenberg 
Email: prosenbe@bridgeport.edu 
Office Hours: Email at any time, online “live” office hours and phone conference by appointment. 
My cell phone number is 860.309.9832. 
 
Biography: I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut 
and a Master of Arts degree in English from Central Connecticut State University in New Britain, 
Connecticut. 

After many years as a freelance writer and many more years in corporate communications, primarily with 
Better Brands, Inc. and International Multifoods, I served as Associate Dean & Director of Distance 
Learning at Post University in Waterbury, Connecticut, from 2001 to 2005. From 2005 – 2007 I served as 
Director of Academic Services, and Managing Partner, of FacultyMentor, a company that provided 
training, certification, assessment, and consulting to the online education community. 

In addition to teaching at The University of Bridgeport, I teach online at several other colleges and 
universities around the country, including The University of Maryland and Southern New Hampshire 
University.  I teach a variety of English and Communications courses including Writing for Managers, 
Technical Writing, Writing for Business, Grant Writing, English Composition, Composition & Research, 
Introduction to Critical Reading: Text & Context, Advanced Research Writing, Critical Thinking, 
Information Literacy, Communications, World Literature, Shakespeare, Introduction to Literature, The 
American Short Story, Women in Literature, Science Fiction, Early American Literature, American 
Literature I & II, American Realism and Naturalism, and Art Against Society in American Modernism. 

I have presented at regional and national conferences on the topic of training and certifying faculty to 
teach online courses, including The Blackboard Southeast Region Users Group Conference at Duke 
University in September, 2004 and Sea of Choices: Charting a Course for Your Institution, an 
EDUCAUSE/Nercomp Conference held in March, 2005 at the DCU Center in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

I co-authored an article entitled Uniting Technology and Pedagogy: The Evolution of an Online Teaching 
Certification Course that was published in the January, 2006 issue of EDUCAUSE Quarterly. 
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Course Description 

 Introductory studies of literature in relation to major areas of concern in contemporary life.  Courses will 
vary from semester to semester.  Topic for this term: Love and Alienation in Modern and Post Modern 
American Literature.  3 semester hours. 

 
Required Texts 
1.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Between The Wars, 1914 – 1945, Volume D, Eighth 
Edition, Baym, Nina. W. W. Norton & Company.  
ISBN: 978-0-393-93479-3 
2.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Literature Since 1945, Volume E, Eighth Edition, 
Baym, Nina.  W. W. Norton & Company.  
ISBN: 978-0-393-93480-9 
To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at  ubcampusstore.com 
 

Learning Objectives 

After completing the course the student will be able to: 

• Articulate a vision of Modern and Post Modern American literature as seen through the eyes of 
the authors studied in the course 

• Demonstrate an understanding of traditions and themes in American literature with special 
emphasis on the changes and trends in American literature from 1914 - 1965 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the basic elements of literature, including plot, character, theme, 
symbolism, irony, and setting 

• Write about literature in a meaningful, thoughtful way, carefully examining the intent of the 
authors as well as the interpretations made by readers 

• Better appreciate and understand how literature addresses the complexity of the human condition 
in American literature of the period 

• Have greater insights into human nature for having examined the values, motivations, and 
complexities of some major themes in American literature of the period 
 



 

Discussion Postings 

The discussion boards are the “heart and soul” of an online course.  Postings will be evaluated for effort, 
thoroughness, understanding of the assignment, spelling and grammar, and timeliness of posting.  Late 
discussion postings will not be accepted.  Timely online class participation is essential to this course.  
Please review the grading rubric below for how postings will be evaluated. 

Grading Rubric for Discussion Postings 

 10 (Excellent) 9 (Good) 8 (Fair) 7 (Poor) 

Contribution to the 
Classroom 

Posting is 
insightful, 
thorough, and 
interesting. 

Posting is 
thorough and 
interesting. 

Posting is 
interesting but 
lacks insight and 
depth. 

Posting is 
uninteresting 
and/or too brief 
for the 
assignment. 

Inspires Reply 
Postings from 
Other Students 

A serious effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply.  Posting 
generates 
questions and 
opens up new 
avenues for 
discussion. 

A serious effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

Some effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

No effort is made 
to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

Demonstrated 
Understanding of 
the Reading 
Assignment 

Posting 
demonstrates a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment and is 
substantiated by 
several examples 
from the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment and is 
substantiated by at 
least one example 
from the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment but is 
not substantiated 
by examples from 
the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates very 
little 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment. 



Grammar, 
Mechanics, 
Spelling, and 
Sentence Structure 

Posting is highly 
polished; no 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Posting is 
polished; 
maximum of one 
grammar or 
spelling error. 

Posting is 
adequate; 
maximum of two 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Inadequate 
posting; more than 
two spelling or 
grammar errors. 

 

Course Activities and Grade Weights 

Essay #1 25% 
Essay #2 25% 
Essay #3 25% 
Participation in the Weekly Discussion Boards 25% 
Total 100% 
 

Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 
Three essays will be assigned during the course to give students an opportunity to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the works studied.  Each essay will be worth 25% of the student’s final grade.  Late 
submissions will not be accepted unless there are sufficient extenuating circumstances to warrant an 
extension of the due date.  Be sure to contact the instructor promptly if there are extenuating 
circumstances that interfere with the timely submission of any assignment. 

Discussion posting assignments will be posted every week.  Active, engaged participation is required in 
every discussion forum.  Each student will be required to post a substantial mini-essay for each discussion 
assignment.  Additionally, each student will be required to post at least one substantial response in each 
forum to receive credit for their own posting.  Grading rubrics will be posted in the course explaining how 
all postings will be evaluated.  Postings and replies must be posted by the assigned due dates.  Late 
postings and replies cannot be accepted.  Participation in the discussion forums is worth 25% of a 
student’s final grade. 

Grading Rubric for Essays 

 A (Excellent) B (Good) C (Fair) D (Poor) 



Thoroughness 

Essay addresses 
all the required 
aspects of the 
assignment in an 
organized, 
coherent manner. 

Essay addresses 
most of the 
required aspects 
of the assignment 
in an organized, 
coherent manner/ 

Essay addresses 
some of the 
required aspects 
of the assignment 
but not in a 
completely 
organized, 
coherent manner. 

Essay does not 
address the 
required aspects 
of the 
assignment.  
Essay is not 
organized and 
coherent. 

Supporting 
Details 

Essay includes 
numerous 
specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay includes 
some specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay includes a 
few specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay does not 
include an 
adequate number 
of examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Demonstrated 
Understanding of 
the Assignment 

Essay 

demonstrates a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Essay 

demonstrates a 
good 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Essay 

demonstrates 
some 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing a 
few concepts 
from the readings 
and class 
discussions. 

Essay 

demonstrates 
very little 
understanding of 
the assignment 
and does not 
attempt to 
synthesize 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Grammar, 
Mechanics, 
Spelling, and 
Sentence 
Structure 

Essay is highly 
polished; no 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Essay is 
polished; 
maximum of one 
grammar or 
spelling error. 

Essay is 
adequate; 
maximum of two 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Not college level 
writing; essay 
has more than 
two spelling or 
grammar errors. 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignments & Schedule (A detailed reading list can be found following the table below.  Be sure to 
scroll down past the table below.) 

Week Topics Readings/Assignments/Exams/Due Dates 

Week 1 Introduction to American 
Modernism, 1914 – 1945, 
and works by Masters, 
Robinson, Frost, Glaspell, 
and Anderson 

In our textbook, Norton D, read pgs. 1177 – 
1192.  Also, read posted selections by Masters, 
Robinson, Frost, Glaspell, and Anderson, 
including biographies. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Week 2 American Modernism 
(cont.), and works by 
Stevens, Williams, and 
Pound 

In our textbook, Norton D, read posted 
selections by Stevens, Williams, and Pound, 
including biographies.  

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Week 3 American Modernism 
(cont.), and works by 
Eliot and O’Neill 

In our textbook, Norton D, read posted 
selections by Eliot.  Read the first half of Long 
Day’s Journey Into Night by Eugene O’Neill. 
Read biographies of Eliot and O’Neill. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. Essay #1 due. 

Week 4 

 

American Modernism 
(cont.), and works by 
McKay, Hurston, Millay, 
Cummings, and O’Neill 

In our textbook, Norton D, read posted 
selections by McKay, Hurston, Millay, and 
Cummings, including biographies.  Read the 
second half of Long Day’s Journey Into Night 
by Eugene O’Neill. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Week 5 American Modernism 
(cont.), and works by 
Fitzgerald, Hemingway, 
Hughes, and Wright. 

In our textbook, Norton D, read posted 
selections by Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Hughes, 
and Wright, including biographies. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Week 6 Introduction to American 
Post Modernism, 1914 – 
the contemporary era, and 

In our textbook, Norton E, read pgs. 2083 – 
2096 and posted selections by Cheever, Jarrell, 
and Miller, including biographies.  Read the 



works by Cheever, 
Jarrell, and Miller 

first half of Death of a Salesman. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. Essay #2 due. 

Week 7 

 

American Post 
Modernism (cont.), and 
works by Merwin, 
Levine, Sexton, Plath, 
and Miller 

In our textbook, Norton E, read posted 
selections by Merwin, Levine, Sexton, and 
Plath, including biographies.  Read the second 
half of Death of a Salesman. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Week 8 

 

American Post 
Modernism (cont.), and 
works by Updike and 
Roth 

In our textbook, Norton E, read posted 
selections by Updike and Roth, including 
biographies. 

Discussion assignment as posted in the 
discussion board. 

Comprehensive Final Exam Due 

 

 

 

Detailed Reading List, ENG 215 

Always read the assigned authors’ biographies preceding their works. 

(Note: Other readings may be added during the course.  Check the course announcements regularly 
for additional information.)  

 

Week 1 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume D, read pgs. 3 - 22, American Literature 1914 - 1945. 

Read selections by Masters, Robinson, Frost, Glaspell, and Anderson, including biographies: 

Masters: Trainor, the Druggist 

Robinson: Richard Cory, Miniver Cheevy 

Frost: The Death of the Hired Man, Mending Wall, The Road Not Taken, Nothing Gold Can Stay 

Glaspell: Trifles 



Anderson: Hands, Adventure 

 

Week 2 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume D, read selections by Stevens, Williams, and Pound, including 
biographies: 

Stevens: The Emperor of Ice Cream, Sunday Morning, Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird, The 
Idea of Order at Key West 

Williams: The Young Housewife, The Red Wheelbarrow, This Is Just To Say 

Pound: Portrait d’une Femme, In a Station of the Metro 

 

 

Week 3 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume D, read selections by Eliot and O’Neill, including biographies: 

Eliot: The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, from Tradition and the Individual Talent, Gerontion, The 
Waste Land, The Hollow Men, from Four Quartets: Burnt Norton 

O’Neill: Read the first half of Long Day’s Journey into Night 

Essay #1 Due 

 

 

Week 4 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume D, read selections by McKay, Hurston, Millay, and Cummings, 
including biographies: 

McKay: The Harlem Dancer, The Lynching, America 

Hurston: How It Feels to be Colored Me, The Gilded-Six Bits 

Millay: I Think I Should Have Loved You Presently, [I, being born a woman] 

Cummings: “next to of course god America I” 

O’Neill: Read the second half of Long Day’s Journey into Night 



Week 5 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume D, read selections by Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Hughes, and Wright, 
including biographies. 

Fitzgerald: Winter Dreams 

Hemingway: The Snows of Kilimanjaro 

Hughes: The Negro Speaks of Rivers, Mulatto, Song for a Dark Girl, Theme for English B 

Richard Wright: The Man Who Was Almost a Man 

 

Week 6 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume E, read selections by Cheever, Jarrell, and Miller, including 
biographies. 

Read pages 3 - 19, American Literature Since 1945 

Cheever: The Swimmer 

Jarrell: The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner 

Miller: Read the first half of Death of a Salesman 

Essay #2 Due 

 

Week 7 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume E, read selections by Merwin, Levine, Sexton, Plath, and Miller, 
including biographies: 

Merwin: The Drunk in the Furnace 

Levine: Animals Are Passing from Our Lives 

Sexton: The Starry Night, Sylvia’s Death 

Plath: Lady Lazarus, Ariel, Daddy 

Miller: Read the second half of Death of a Salesman 

 



Week 8 

In our textbook, Norton, Volume E, read selections by Updike and Roth, including biographies: 

Updike: Separating 

Roth: Defender of the Faith 

Essay #3 Due 

 
 
 


