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Course No. & Title:  BLAW 251 IDDL2, Business Law 
Semester and Term:   Spring 2018 
Day and Dates:  March 5 – April 28, 2018 
Time:  Online 
Campus Location:  Online 
 
Course Description: Court system, sources of law in the United States, the 
constitutional basis of the legal system, government power to regulate business, the 
types and powers of administrative agencies, civil dispute resolutions and alternatives to 
civil litigation; the law of contracts, fairness and good faith in interpretations of contracts, 
and the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods; 
problems in Agency and Employment, the ethical implications of business decisions, the 
broad function of criminal and tort law, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and the 
constitutional limitations on criminal procedure. 
 
Instructor & Contact Information:  Dawn Bradanini 
Email:  dbradani@bridgeport.edu 
 
Required Textbook: Essentials of Business Law by Anthony L. Liuzzo,  McGraw-Hill, 
c.2016 9th ed , ISBN 9780078023194 
To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at  ubcampusstore.com 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 
Efficiently and perhaps profitably conduct any business enterprise within the United 
States requires a fundamental knowledge of a number of legal concepts, relationships, 
rules and regulations, as well as an awareness of the risks and range of consequences 
connected with failing to recognize or comply with them. It is at best risky, and at worst 
perilous, for those who choose to be engaged in business in the United States, at any 
level, from start-up entrepreneur to Fortune 500 board chair, to dismiss certain legal 
issues as “things we’ll let the lawyers will worry about later,” because often, by the time 
the lawyers have become involved, irreversible and damaging business consequences 
may well have already occurred because of the speed at which present-day business is 
conducted. The course will provide the student with an awareness of the laws that 
control, regulate, shape and determine the form, method and means by which business 
is conducted. Specifically, the student will gain an understanding of: (i) the various 
sources of U.S. law; (ii) the structure of the two U.S. court systems; (iii) the several 
categories and types of law which impact upon business operations; (iv) the process of 
U.S. litigation; (v) the fundamental legal instrument which is the basis for conducting 
business, the Contract; (vi) the various structural forms business organizations may 
take; and (vii) the ethical standards and expectations of business conduct.  



Assignments:   
 
NOTE: THE COURSE OUTLINE HAS A HUGE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION.  
MANY TIMES WE COVER A LARGE AMOUNT OF MATERIAL IN A SHORT PERIOD 
OF TIME. THEY DO NOT GO IN ORDER OF CHAPTERS – KEEP THIS MIND.   
 
WEEK 1:   
Introduction.  Course Overview.   
 
Part One:  Introduction to Law 
 
Our System of Law– Chapter 1 p. 2 
Ethics and the Law – Chapter 2 p. 18 
Criminal Law – Chapter 3 p. 34 
Tort Law Chapter 4 p. 50 
 
WEEK 2:   
 
Part Two:  Introduction to Law 
 
Constitutional Law – Chapter 5 p. 70 
Administrative Law –  Chapter 6 p. 88 
 
    ******QUIZ ONE:  CHAPTERS 1-4 
 
WEEK 3:    
 
Part Three:  Sales, Agency and Business Organizations 
 
Business Organizations– Chapter 20 p. 318 
 
WEEK 4:   
 
Part 7:  Legal Environment of Business 
 
The Employer– Employee Relationship - Chapter 31 p. 520 
Employment Law – Chapter 32 p. 534 
 
 
WEEK 5:   
 
Part Two:  Contracts 
 
Introduction to Contracts – Chapter 7 p. 104 
Mutual Agreement – Chapter 9 p. 138 
Consideration – Chapter 10 p. 152 



Competent Parties– Chapter 11 p. 168 
 

******QUIZ TWO:  CHAPTERS 5, 6, 20, 31 and 32 
 
 
WEEK 6:    
 
Part Two:  Contracts 
 
Legal Purpose of Contracts – Chapter 12 p. 182 
Form of Contracts – Chapter 13 p. 198 
Operation of Contracts – Chapter 14 p. 214 
Discharge of Contracts – Chapter 15 p. 230 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE:  Midnight April 16th, 2018 
 
WEEK 7:   
 
Part Three:  Sales, Agency and Business Organizations 
 
Transfer of Title – Chapter 16 p. 250 
Sales – Chapter 17 p. 266 
Warranties – Chapter 18 p. 286 
Agency – Chapter 19 p. 300 
 
 
WEEK 8:  5  
 
Part Five:  Property 
 
Real and Personal Property – Chapter 24 p. 392 
Landlord – Tenant Relations  - Chapter 26 p. 428 
Wills, Intestacy and Trusts – Chapter 27 p. 446 
 

******QUIZ THREE:  CHAPTERS 12-19 
 
 
**The instructor reserves the right to adjust dates/chapters to compensate for any 
unforeseen changes.   



Description of Weekly Sessions:   
Class sessions will be utilizing Canvas. 
 
Grading Criteria: 
Your final grade will be comprised of weekly assignments, quizzes, discussion postings 
and overall participation. 
 
Discussion Posts: 40% 
Quizzes:  15% 
Assignments: 25% 
Article Assignment: 10% 
Overall Participation:10% 
 

Discussion Posts: In order to receive full credit for the discussion board, you must log 
on regularly and respond to the current question as well as interact with your 
classmates.  You MUST respond according to the Announcement Instructions.  
Generally, it is at least two other postings for each question in order to receive full 
credit.  Your initial post must be completed by Thursday at Midnight in order to have a 
meaningful discussion.  (5 points will be deducted if this is not met).  You will be graded 
on how completely you answer the assigned question and by the quality of your 
responses to other postings. Postings will be evaluated for effort, thoroughness, 
understanding of the assignment, spelling and grammar, and timeliness of posting. 
Timely participation is essential.  Please review the grading rubric below for how 
postings will be evaluated.  Remember the bulletin board consists of 40% of your final 
grade.  TEN POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED EACH DAY WORK IS LATE!  PAY VERY 
CLOSE ATTENTION TO DUE DATES. 
 
 

Expectations Excellent  Fair- Poor 
Contribution to the Classroom: Posting is 
insightful, thorough, and interesting. 25 points 20pts 15pts 

Inspires Reply Postings from Other Students: 
A serious effort is made to frame the 
discussion posting in such a way as to 
encourage others to reply.  Posting 
generates questions and opens up new 
avenues for discussion. 

25 points 20pts 15pts 

Demonstrated Understanding of the Reading 
Assignment Posting demonstrates a 
thorough understanding of the reading 
assignment and is substantiated by several 
examples from the textbook and/or 
companion website. 

25 points 20pts 15pts 



Grammar, Mechanics, Spelling, and 
Sentence Structure Posting is highly 
polished; no grammar or spelling errors. 

25 points 20pts 15pts 

 

Quizzes: Please see the course outline for the release dates regarding the quizzes.  
If the Bulletin Board Postings are lacking in overall substance and/or participation, an 
unannounced quiz will be given at any time.  The quizzes are generally multiple choice 
and worth a total of 15% of your final grade.   
 
Assignments:   Various Assignments will be given throughout the term.  Details and 
due dates of each assignment will be posted under the proper Module.  The total value 
of all assignments will be 25% of your final grade.  See grading rubric below. 
 

Expectations Excellent Fair Poor 
The introductory paragraph gives reference to the 
source of the topic by indicating the title, author and 
publication date, provides a brief and concise summary 
of the topic and has a specific thesis statement which 
reflects the writer's reaction and builds an expectation in 
the reader. 

 
 
25pts 

 
 
20pts 

 
 
15pts 

Body of the essay has a well-written topic sentences 
and is well-supported with effective citations and clear, 
mature, and original ideas and refers to the original 
source whenever necessary. The concluding paragraph 
rephrases main points and ends with an original and 
meaningful concluding comment. 

 
 
25pts 

 
 
20pts 

 
 
15pts 

Organization: All ideas are relevant to each other and to 
the thesis statement. Sentences and paragraphs are 
logically ordered and smoothly connected to one-another 
with a variety of appropriate linking devices and 
reference words, and/or repetition of key words. 

 
 
25pts 

 
 
20pts 

 
 
15pts 

Grammar & Mechanics: Sentence forms are accurate. 
Word choice is accurate and varied. Punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, paragraphing, spacing, 
indentation, and margining are proper. The ideas have 
been properly cited with a variety of citation techniques 
(quotation/ summary/ paraphrase). In-text and end-text 
references are complete and in the right format. 

 
 
25pts 

 
 
20pts 

 
 
15pts 

 
Missed Assignments/Exams Policy: You are generally given a period of time to 
complete the assignments/discussion board, etc.  If you miss an Assignment, Quiz or 
Discussion you will lose 50 percent and 10 extra points each day it is late until you 
reach an F. Therefore, you should pay special attention to release/due dates!  This 
policy is implemented regardless of reason. 
 



Article Assignment: Each student will be given the opportunity to choose an 
article relating to a topic of discussion. You must then prepare a two-page paper.  The 
article assignment will be worth 10% of your final grade.  The rubric is the same as the 
Assignment rubric.  Details of the assignment will be discussed in depth during the first 
week of class.  You may also view the assignment on the homepage.  See attached 
course outline for due dates.  Late policy is same as above. 
 

Overall Participation: Overall participation will be derived from an assessment as 
to involvement in the course material.  I have the ability to track each student’s 
participation.  Students will also have other means of demonstrating involvement in the 
course objective, including: 

• Involvement in Group Discussions; 
• Satisfactory Completion of Class Exercises; and 
• Completion of any Assignments. 

 
Attendance Policy:  You are required to log on regularly and perform tasks and 
assignments according to the syllabus.  There will be no individual extra credit work.  If I 
see fit, I will assign a class extra credit assignment. 
 
 
Grade Requirements & Performance Criteria 

A Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the 
following: 

1. Accurate and sophisticated understanding of readings and issues with 
ability to do more than repeat what the text says or what was said in 
class, such as the ability to infer additional important information from 
sources. 

2. Critical stance toward opinions communicated in class or in the readings 
and the ability to express their own views articulately and defends them 
well. 

3. Originality of thought in expressing the critical stance, in drawing out 
additional implications from the readings and class discussions, and in 
finding personal meaning in the readings and issues discussed. 

4. Clear expression of ideas, with papers containing very few grammatical or 
stylistic weaknesses. 

5. All assignments completed and submitted within the time allowed. 

B Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the 
following: 

1. All of the “A” work, but with less accomplishment. 
2. Accurate understanding of readings and issues, with the ability to do more 

than repeat the text. 
3. A critical stance, with some effort, not always successful, to defend that 

stance. 



4. Some attempt to find personal meaning, with at least hints of originality 
and creativity of thought. 

5. Very clear expression of thoughts and ideas. 

C Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the 
following: 

1. A generally accurate grasp of the readings and issues, but with some 
inaccuracy; lack of sophistication understanding, such as the ability to 
infer from sources. 

2. Some attempt to take a critical stance, but with little effort or success in 
defending that stance. 

3. Some attempt to find personal meaning. 
4. Sufficient clarity of expression to communicate ideas, but with stylistic or 

grammatical weaknesses which create difficulties. 

D Students achieving this level will have demonstrated the 
following: 

1. Genuine efforts to understand, with some demonstrated understanding of 
readings and issues, but with serious deficiencies. 

2. Generally lacking in critical stance or in a defense of that stance. 
3. Lack of understanding or an attempt to find personal meaning. 

 
Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 
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