
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 

  

Course No. & Title:      WREL 216 IDDL2, Philosophy of World Religion 
Semester:  Fall 2017 
Dates:  October 23 – December 16, 2017 
Time:  Asynchronous  
Campus Location:       Online 
  

General Education Purpose: 

This course fulfills the Humanities requirement of the General Education program at the University of 
Bridgeport. The University holds that professional and applied studies, and later success in careers, 
require a sophisticated and learned grasp of the artistic, communicative, cultural, social, historical 
and scientific achievements of the world; and that all learners and professionals should be able to 
interpret these domains and to communicate about them clearly and persuasively. 

  

Course Description: 

A comparison and analysis of the philosophical foundations of some of the world’s major religions. 
Among the religions studied are: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Confucianism. This course explores the phenomenon of religion, religious thinking, and religious 
experience from a philosophical perspective. It does so by seeking to understand the thought-world, 
practices and texts of key world religions in light of their history, rituals, symbols, art, myth, gendered 
roles, sacred places and objects. Spirituality and the inner dimension of religion will also be critically 
examined in light of the culture, leaders and social practices associated with each religion. A central 
theme of these explorations is the question of unity and diversity among the world religions. By 
focusing on what the various traditions have in common, we will try to construct a framework of 
comparative analysis. On the other hand, by enhancing our appreciation of the diversity of religious 
expression and experience, we will challenge the limitations of traditional conceptions of religion. 

 

Required Textbook: 

Mary Pat Fisher and Robin Rinehart, Living Religions, 10th Edition (Pearson, 2017). ISBN-13: 
9780134168975. Print Version 

OR 

Mary Pat Fisher and Robin Rinehart, Living Religions, 10th Edition (Pearson, 2017). ISBN-13: 
9780134169248 E-Book “REVEL” edition. 

To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at http://bridgeport.textbooktech.com/ . Select 
IDEAL Campus and login to the bookstore. Select the course and follow instructions. 

Having access textbook to REVEL (which contains supplemental notes, readings, images and 
activities) is recommended, but not required. REVEL is only available if you order the e-book version 
of the textbook. It does not come with the print version. 

http://bridgeport.textbooktech.com/


Learning Outcomes: 

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Explain key philosophical and religious themes that are common to the major world religions. 
2. Compare and contrast the worldviews and practices of the world's major religions, their 

differences, conflicts, and points of agreement. 
3. Reflect, analyze and write empathetically and critically about diverse religious claims and 

practices. 
4. Formulate informed insights and opinions and discuss various topics and themes related to 

the thought-world, practices and texts within world religions. 
5. Utilize key vocabulary and methodologies associated with the academic study of religion. 

  

Description of Weekly Modules: 

  

Module 1 Philosophies of Religious Studies 

Assignments: 

            Learning Activity 1: Philosophies of Religious Studies: Overview 

            Introductory Discussion 

            Technology Backup Plan 

Readings from Textbook: 

            Chapter 1:  Religious Responses 

  

Module 2 Indigenous Sacred Ways 

Assignments: 

            Learning Activity 2: Indigenous Sacred Ways: Overview 

            Discussion 1 

            Quizzes 1-2 

Readings: 

            Chapter 2: Indigenous Sacred Ways 

  

Module 3 Hinduism and Jainism 

Assignments: 

            Learning Activity 3: Hinduism: Overview 

Learning Activity 4: Jainism: Methods, Sources, Vocabulary. 



            Peer Review 1 

Paper 1 (750 words) 

Readings: 

            Chapter 3: Hinduism 

            Chapter 4: Jainism 

  

Module 4 Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism 

Assignments: 

            Learning Activity 5: Buddhism: Overview 

            Learning Activity 6: Daoism and Confucianism: Overview 

            Discussion 2 

            Quizzes 3-6 

Readings: 

            Chapter 5: Buddhism 

            Chapter 6: Daoism and Confucianism 

  

Module 5 Shinto and Zoroastrianism 

Assignments: 

            Learning Activity 7: Shinto and Zoroastrianism: Overview 

            Paper 2 (750 words) 

            Peer Review 2 

Readings: 

            Chapter 7: Shinto and Zoroastrianism 

  

Module 6 Judaism and Christianity 

Assignments: 

Learning Activity 8: Judaism: Overview 

            Learning Activity 9: Christianity: Overview 

            Discussion 3 

            Quizzes 7-9 

Readings: 



            Chapter 8: Judaism 

            Chapter 9: Christianity 

  

Module 7 Islam and Sikhism 

Assignments: 

Learning Activity 10: Islam: Overview 

Learning Activity 11: Sikhism: Overview 

Peer Review 3 

            Final Comparative Paper (1000 words) 

Readings: 

            Chapter 10: Islam 

            Chapter 11: Sikhism 

  

Module 8 New Religious Movements and Religions in the 21st Century 

Assignments: 

Learning Activity 12: New Religious Movements: Overview 

Learning Activity 13: Religion in the 21st Century: Overview 

Discussion 4 

            Quizzes 10-13. 

Readings: 

            Chapter 12: New Religious Movements 

            Chapter 13: Religion in the 21st Century 

  

Assignments: 

Learning Activities: 

Each module, materials are provided to summarize and enhance the textbook readings. As well, 
research methodologies and practical tips to enhance writing, argumentation, and study skills will be 
shared. 

  

Discussions: 

Discussions take place in Modules 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8. Students are to answer the required discussion 
question (DQ) by posting their initial post to the discussion board by Thursday at 11:59pm EST. 



Substantial replies, with citations to research and readings, to at least two other students or the 
professor, are required by Sunday of the same week at 11:59 pm EST. No discussion posts are 
accepted after the end of the discussion week. 

  

Quizzes: 

There are thirteen quizzes due in Modules 2, 4, 6 and 8. These quizzes allow students to evaluate 
their knowledge on the go. These quizzes are multiple choice and true/false. They cover readings 
only since the last quiz, or the beginning of the course in the case of Quiz 1. They are online "open 
book" and unproctored. however the quizzes must be completed within a very short time frame--too 
short for you to easily look up answers in your books or online. So, it is highly recommended that 
you prepare and study for these quizzes. Note: Students will be permitted to retake the quizzes as 
often as they wish up until the end of the week Sunday at 11:59 pm EST. At the end of each quiz, a 
quiz score is displayed with all incorrect questions noted. Each time the quiz is re-taken, an entirely 
new set of questions will be asked from a large pool of questions. Only your quiz score from your 
last attempt will count. If you scored higher on previous attempts, these will not count. The reason 
for this is to encourage students to learn from their mistakes and master the material. 

  

Peer Reviews: 

There are three required peer reviews in this course.  A peer review is associated with each paper.  
This timeframe for completing the peer review is as follows: 

Thursday by 11:59pm EST - Student posts draft paper. Note that the draft paper must meet all of the 
criteria in the instructions in order to gain grades. 

Saturday by 11:59 EST - Deadline for completing two peer reviews. Note that the peer review must 
be thorough and follow the tips in the Resources folder in order to qualify for the extra point. 

Sunday by 11:59 EST- Submit completed, revised paper based on peer reviews, or in the case of 
receiving an unhelpful or no peer review, based on your participation with other student’s postings 
and reviews. 

  

Papers: 

There are three papers required by this course: two 750-word papers, and one 1000-word 
comparative paper. APA citation methods are required. 

Papers 1 and 2: Choose one of the essay prompts given for each paper. Besides using your 
textbooks, students are required to utilize at least two outside scholarly sources to answer their 
chosen essay prompt. The title page should have a title that indicates the student's own thesis, along 
with the student name, date and course name. The chosen essay prompt must be placed in 
quotations at the bottom of the title page. 

Final Comparative Paper: Same as above. Essay prompts will be given. However, this paper is 1000 
words, and needs to utilize at least 4 outside scholarly sources. 

Note: All papers are to be submitted to www.turnitin.com as well as to the course website. Details on 
turnitin.com submission to be given in the course. 

  

http://www.turnitin.com/


Late Work Policy 

All completed assignments must be posted on the due day noted in the online assignment 
instructions. Each day of the week begins at 12:00 A.M. Eastern Time and ends at 11:59 P.M. 
Eastern Time the same day. To receive appropriate credit for an assignment, you must submit it by 
the deadline, which is 11:59 P.M. Eastern Time unless previously approved by the instructor. 

Discussion assignments must be posted by the end of the discussion week. No late discussion posts 
will be graded. Written paper assignments posted after the due date will be graded according to the 
grading criteria, and that grade will then be reduced by 10% per week. No papers are accepted after 
the end of the course. 

If you have technical problems that prevent you from posting your work, please contact the Office of 
Distance Education at ubonline@bridgeport.edu . 

  

Grade Distribution: 

Technology Backup Plan      1         point 

Introductory Discussion   5         points 

Discussions (4 @ 10 pts/each):            40        points 

Quizzes (13 @ 1 pt/each):                               13        points 

Peer Reviews (3 @ 2 pts/each):                        6        points 

Paper 1                                                            10        points 

Paper 2                                                            10        points 

Final Comparative Paper                                 16        points 

TOTAL:                                                            100      points 

  

Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 

mailto:ubonline@bridgeport.edu

