
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 
    
Course No. & Title:  SOC 348 IDDL1, Religion and Society 
Semester and Term:   FALL 2017 
Day and Dates:  August 28 – October 21, 2017 
Campus Location:  Distant Learning 
 
 
Course Description:  
A sociological and anthropological analysis of religion as a universal social institution, with 
emphasis upon theories of the origins of religion, relationships of religion to other social  
institutions, study of selected Western and non-Western religions in their socio-cultural contexts, 
religion as a source of social equilibrium and conflict, and types of religious movements. (Cross-
listed with WREL 348)  
 
Instructor & contact information:   
Charles Phillips Ph.D. 
Email:  cphillip@bridgeport.edu 
 
Required Textbooks:   
Kurtz, Lester, Gods in the Global Village: The World's Religions in Sociological Perspective, 
Sage Publications, 4th Edition, 2015. 
ISBN 9781483374123 
 
This textbook is available on bookstore website at ubcampusstore 
 
 
Armstrong, Karen, Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence, Alfred A. Knopf, 
2014. 
ISBN 9780307957047 
 
 
Note: Other documents will be available online. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

• Identify basic insights into the meaning and usefulness of the sociology of religion, as 
well as its limitations and alternatives. 

• Recite a basic knowledge and understanding of some of the main theories prevalent in 
that discipline, and learned to perceive and evaluate the advantages, presuppositions and 
biases of these views. 



• Recognize the multiple ways in which religious phenomenon manifests in various regions 
and cultures. 

• Construct some tentative conclusions based on personal discovery, in particular on the 
issue of religion and the history of violence as well as the challenges involved in creating 
a generally acceptable ethical worldview (global ethos). 

 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Requirements (course work): 
 
General requirements for this course consist of attendance, preparedness, and initiative. Students 
are required to complete all readings, activities, and assignments each week throughout the 
course. This includes online discussion forums and website discussions. Completing the readings 
and assignments on time is crucial to your involvement in discussions. Each week you will need 
to go through every part of the weekly schedule, which will require that you do some of the 
following each week:  read articles, chapters or lecture notes, participate in discussions, and 
write reflective essays. You are responsible for getting assignments in on time and catching up if 
you are offline for a few days.  
 

Grading: 

• Overall participation, including discussion on suggested themes and answering questions 
(25%). 

• Two brief essays on topics to be announced (25%). 
• Online exam (covering basic notions and issues introduced during the course (25%). 
• Final research paper (case study) on the programs of organizations seeking to utilize 

religious and/or secular ethos to address solutions for religious conflicts or other social 
problems. Students may also choose another topic discussed during the course (after 
consultation with the instructor), using additional, relevant material. (25%). 

Schedule 
 
 
Week 1 (August 28-Septemer 3) 
 

• Historical approaches to the theme of religion and society 
• The sociology of religion as a sub-type of sociology – its historical role 
• The functional theory and other approaches (Auguste Comte, Emile Durkheim, Max 

Weber; recent approaches) 
• The differences between Eastern and Western as well as historical and modern notions of 

religion 
 
Reading: Kurtz, pp. 1-23; Armstrong, pp. 3-17. 



 
 
Week 2 (September 4 – 10))  
 

• Overview of religious traditions – types, structures and attitudes to society 
• Anatomy of a belief system 
• Study of the early beginnings of religious traditions 
 

Reading: Kurtz, pp. 23-43; Armstrong, pp. 21-45 
 Reflection paper 1 

 
 
Week 3 (September 11-17) 
 

• The Hebrew Dilemma 
 

Reading: Armstrong, pp. 103-127 
 
 
Week 4 (September 18-24) 
 

• Jesus and the Kingdom of God 
• The Muslim Dilemma 

 
Reading: Armstrong, pp. 131-154; pp. 178-201 
 

 Reflection paper 2 
 

 
Week 5 (September 25 – October 1) 

 
• Modernity and the arrival of “religion” 
• The triumph of secularism 
 

Reading: Armstrong, pp. 233-301 
 

 
Week 6 (October 2 - 8)  
  

• Religious contribution to non-violence 
• Religion’s contribution to violence 
• Historical and contemporary social conflicts of a religious nature 

 
Reading: Kurtz, Chapter 8. 

 Online exam 
 



 
Week 7 (October 9 - 15) 
 

• Holy Terror 
• Global Jihad 
 

Reading: Armstrong, pp.338-392.  
 
 
Week 8 (October 16 – 20) 
 

• The religious ethos – taboo lines, politics, identity construction, and stratification 
• Ethos and the global village – perspectives for a world ethos  
• The double-pronged challenge: overcoming socio-religious conflict and setting up a 

global ethos. 
 

Reading: Kurtz, Chapter 5. 
 
 

 Final paper due 
 
 
 
Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 
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