
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 
      
Course No. & Title:  PSYC 333 IDDL1, Exceptional Children 
Semester and Term:   FALL 2017 
Day and Dates: August 28 – October 21, 2017 
Time:  Asynchronous 
Campus Location:  Distant Learning 
 
Instructor & contact information: Catherine Rabadi, Psy.D., CSP   
Email:  crabadi@bridgeport.edu 
The best way to contact me is through Canvas! 
 
Required Text 
Heward, William L. (2017). Exceptional Children: An Introduction to Special Education. New 
Jersey: Pearson. ISBN-13: 978-0134027111 (LooseLeaf); or ISBN-13: 9780134201351 E-text 
 

 
 
To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at ubcampusstore.com 
 
 
Course Description 
Major categories of exceptional children, their identifying characteristics, and programs to meet 
their special needs. Course also includes an introduction to child psychopathology. Nature of 
different disorders, theories of causation, and treatment approaches such as play therapy, 
behavioral modification, and family therapy.  

 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to:  

• Provide comprehensive definitions for the terms: special education and exceptional 
children.  

• Describe the various labels that are used to classify exceptional children, and the 
characteristics, disabilities, disorders, and talents that these children display.  

• Explain the IDEA act and related legislative acts.  
• Describe educational needs of exceptional children and review appropriate services and 

resources that available to exceptional children.  
 

mailto:crabadi@bridgeport.edu
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Attendance Policy – Online Course 
Key to the learning in an online-educational environment is the interaction among students, 
between faculty and students, and the collaboration in learning that results from these 
interactions. Online discussions occur asynchronously which allows participants to enter the 
course at any time, think and reflect about the topic of discussion, then write (post) one’s own 
response. Attendance is an integral part of the academic experience; therefore, students in an 
online course are expected to fully participate in the course. It is important to be actively 
engaged (not solely entering, observing and reading the online course materials) in each weekly 
module. The Discussion Board is the equivalent to in-class participation; therefore if you fail to 
participate actively in weekly discussion threads, it is equivalent to being absent in the course. 
As in a classroom-based course, a student who is absent may be penalized for such an absence at 
the discretion of the instructor. 
 
To maximize the benefit of a collaborative learning environment in the virtual classroom it is 
expected that each student follow these guidelines: 
* Students are expected to logon and participate in weekly threaded discussions activity at least 
every other day. In some courses it might be necessary for a student to complete readings and 
problem assignments prior to meaningful participation, therefore it is important for the student to 
read the course Instructors guidelines. 
* Students are expected to fully participate in weekly discussion threads (refer to Instructors 
discussion thread rubrics). 
* Instructors will publish grading criteria for threaded discussions in their courses. The criteria 
vary depending on course content and learning objectives. Students are held accountable for 
meeting threaded discussion grading criteria. 
* Courses could include multiple threaded discussion topics per week. 
* The percentage weight given to the threaded discussions in calculating the final course grade 
will vary per course. The number of posts per thread topic and the percentage weight will be at 
the discretion of the faculty member. 
* Students are expected to conduct themselves professionally when interacting with one another 
in threaded discussions. To this end, the student is expected to follow the “Net Etiquette: 
guidelines that are provided. 
 
Online Netiquette Guidelines 
1. Read the threaded discussions carefully and make sure you understand the message. 
2. Capitalize words only to highlight a point or for titles-capitalizing otherwise is sometimes 
viewed as SHOUTING! 
3. Be professional and careful with your online interactions. 
4. Cite all quotes, references, and sources. 
5. It is fine to use humor, but use it carefully. The absence of face to face cues can cause humor 
to be misinterpreted as criticism or flaming (angry, antagonistic criticism). 
6. Always, always input the name of the person you are directing your message (Instructor, 
student, group, or class). 
7. Online courses provide a high level of student diversity so remember not all readers have 
English as their native language, so make allowance for possible misunderstandings and 
unintended discourtesies. 
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8. When responding to a message, either include the relevant part of the original message in your 
message, or refer to the original content. 
 
Assignments 
Participation/Discussion Board – 32 points   Research Paper – 20 points 
Critical Essay – 10 points     Quiz 2 – 10 points 
Quiz 1 – 10 points      Final Exam – 15 points   
Introduction post – 3 points 
         
*Rubrics for Canvas discussions, essay, and research paper are located at the end of the 
syllabus.  

 
Participation and Discussion Board  
Canvas Discussion Board questions are posted weekly on Sunday. Students are required to 
answer the Discussion Board Question(s) listed and post their responses by Wednesday, 11:59 
pm, EST.  In addition to students must respond to at least two other postings by classmates in 
order to receive full credit. Grades will be based on how well the question was answered and the 
quality of responses to other students.  Be sure to use and list research and scholarly materials 
(textbook, articles, journals, periodicals, web, etc.) to provide support for all posted answers and 
responses.  This class requires all students to log on at least three days weekly to read, conduct 
research, and respond to postings.  All responses must be posted by Saturday, 11:59 pm EST.  
NO LATE POSTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  See Rubrics below for grading criteria. 
Your discussion board responses are essentially your “class time.” Take it seriously and make it 
count! 

 
Critical Essay   
Due September 9th, 11:59 pm EST 
Go to http://www.thinkinclusive.us/5-videos-that-will-change-your-mind-about-inclusive-
education/. View all 5 videos, after viewing them, type a 3-4 page (800-1,000 words) paper 
using 12 point Times New Roman Font and 1 inch margins.  Questions you might ask yourself 
to help organize your paper: 

• What do the terms disability and inclusion mean? 
• How might the information from the video be applied to real-life (e.g. schools, the 

workplace, family life)? 
• Does inclusion work in the community? Why or why not? 
• Is inclusion beneficial to everyone? 
• Should all schools and organizations be required to include people with disabilities?  

Why or why not? 
 

Critical Essay Rubric is located at the end of this document. 
 
Quiz 1  
Due by September 16th, 11:59 pm EST.   
Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.   
 
 

http://www.thinkinclusive.us/5-videos-that-will-change-your-mind-about-inclusive-education/
http://www.thinkinclusive.us/5-videos-that-will-change-your-mind-about-inclusive-education/
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Quiz 2  
Due by October 7th,  11:59 pm  EST.  
Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11.   

 
Research Paper 
Due by October 14th, 11:59 pm EST. 
Write a 6 page research paper (NOT including cover page and reference page) in APA format 
on a topic related and relevant to Exceptional Children.  Students may either research a specific 
topic to gain insight and then write a paper to interpret and evaluate the information OR make a 
persuasive argument/take a stand on an issue and provide evidence via research material and 
data to support the argument/issue. The paper must have a minimum of four (4) references and 
follow the Research Paper Rubric in posted below.    

 
Topics for the Research Paper include, but are not limited to the following: 
* IDEA     * Early Intervention  * Inclusion vs. LRE 
* Behavioral Issues in Childhood  * Learning Disabilities * Gifted and Talented 
* ADHD/Autism    * Physical Disabilities 
* Transition to Adulthood 

 
Final Exam  
Due by October 21st at 12 PM.   
Comprehensive but with a focus on chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15.   

 
Letter Grading Scale 

 
# of Points Earned Letter Grade  # of Points Earned Letter Grade 

100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 
 
 

Helpful Hints for Success in an Online Class 
 

• Put your name on all assignments and in the subject line of any email correspondence 
• Do not fall behind - follow the Weekly Assignments and turn in all assignments on the 

specified due date 
• Share your opinions - the Discussion Board is a tool designed to demonstrate 

application of the principles and theories of exceptional children.  Use the research and 
theories to support and provide evidence for your thoughts and opinions. 

• Ask questions - do not hesitate to contact me if you are having trouble understanding 
the material or assignments.   
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Course Outline and Assignment Due Dates 
 

 
*Syllabus is subject to change at discretion of professor 

 
 

Date 
  

Topic Reading/Assignments 
(to be done prior to the start of each 
class) 

Week 1 
8/28-9/2 

The Purpose and Promise of Special Education  
Canvas Discussion 
Critical Essay 

Chapter 1 
Initial posts by 8/28 
Response posts by 9/2 

Week 2 
9/3-9/9 

Planning and Providing Special Education 
Services 
Collaborating with Families 
Canvas Discussion 

Chapters 2 and 3 
Initial post by 9/6 
Response posts by 9/9 
Critical Essay Due 9/9 

Week 3 
9/10-9/16 

Intellectual Disabilities 
Learning Disabilities 
Quiz 1 
Research Paper 
Canvas Discussion 

Chapters 4 and 5 
Initial post by 9/13 
Response posts by 9/16 
Quiz 1 Due by 9/16 
 

Week 4 
9/17-9/23 

Emotional or Behavioral Disorders 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Canvas Discussion 
Research Paper 

Chapters 6 and 7  
Initial post by 9/20 
Response posts by 9/23 

 Research Paper Due 10/14 

Week 5 
9/24-9/30 
 

Communication Disorders 
Deafness and Hearing Loss 
Canvas Discussion 
Research Paper 

Chapters 8 and 9 
Initial post by 9/27 
Response posts by 9/30 

 Research Paper Due 10/14 
Week 6 
10/1-10/7 

Blindness and Low Vision 
ADHD, Physical Disabilities, Health Impairments  
Quiz 2 
Research Paper 
Canvas Discussion 

Chapters 10 and 11 
Initial post by 10/4 
Response posts by 10/7 
Quiz 2 Due 10/7 
Research Paper Due 10/14 

Week 7 
10/8-
10/14 

Low Incidence Disabilities 
Gifted and Talented 
Canvas Discussion 
Research Paper 

Chapters 12 and 13 
Initial post by 10/11 
Response posts by 10/14 
Research Paper Due 10/14 

Week 8 
10/15-
10/21 

Early Childhood Special Education 
Transitioning to Adulthood 
Canvas Discussion 
Final Exam 

Chapters 14 and 15 
Initial post by 10/18 
Response posts by 10/21  
NO LATE COMMENTS 
ACCEPTED 
Final Exam Due 10/21 by 12PM 
EST 
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Canvas Discussion Rubric 
 

Postings will be evaluated for effort, thoroughness, understanding of the assignment, spelling 
and grammar, and timeliness of posting.  Late discussion postings will not be accepted.  Timely 
participation is essential.  Please review the grading rubric below for how postings will be 
evaluated. Each Discussion is worth 4 points.    
 

Expectations Yes No 
Contribution to the Classroom: Posting is insightful, thorough, and 
interesting.   

Inspires Reply Postings from Other Students: A serious effort is made to 
frame the discussion posting in such a way as to encourage others to reply.  
Posting generates questions and opens up new avenues for discussion. 

  

Demonstrated understanding of the reading assignment posting demonstrates 
a thorough understanding of the reading assignment and is substantiated by 
several examples from the textbook and/or companion website. 

  

Grammar, mechanics, spelling, and sentence structure for posting are 
polished; minimal grammar or spelling errors.   

Discussion post is submitted within the designated timeframe.   
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Grading Rubric for Critical Essay 
 
              
 Distinguished 

(5) 
Proficient 

(4) 
Basic 

(3) 
Unsatisfactory 

(2) 

 
 
 
 
Information 
on Assigned 
Topic 
 
 
 

The paper reflects 
a deep and solid 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers 
exemplary 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

The paper reflects 
a good 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers clear 
and appropriate 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation.  

The paper reflects 
a moderate 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers some 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

The paper reflects 
little 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers unclear 
or limited 
integration of 
research articles; 
does not meet 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

 
 
 
Written 
Presentation 
of 
Information 
 
 
 

Information is 
thorough, 
accurate, and 
highly organized, 
with well-written 
paragraphs; 
superior facility 
with the 
conventions of 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 
 

Information is 
adequate, 
accurate, and 
organized, with 
well-written 
paragraphs; 
competence with 
the conventions of 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 

Information is 
sketchy, mostly 
accurate, and 
somewhat 
organized; some 
paragraphs are not 
clear; frequent, 
minor errors in 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 

Information is 
incomplete, 
inaccurate, and 
disorganized; most 
paragraphs are not 
clear; major errors 
in standard written 
English which 
impede 
understanding; 
APA format was 
consistently used 
incorrectly.  
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Research Paper Rubric 
 
 
 Distinguished 

(10) 
Proficient 

(9) 
Basic 

(8) 
Unsatisfactory 

(6) 

 
 
 
 
Information 
on Assigned 
Topic 
 
 
 

The paper reflects 
a deep and solid 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers 
exemplary 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

The paper reflects 
a good 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers clear 
and appropriate 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation.  

The paper reflects 
a moderate 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers some 
integration of 
research articles; 
meets 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

The paper reflects 
little 
understanding of 
the assigned topic 
and offers unclear 
or limited 
integration of 
research articles; 
does not meet 
requirements for 
length and 
documentation. 

 
 
 
Written 
Presentation 
of 
Information 
 
 
 

Information is 
thorough, 
accurate, and 
highly organized, 
with well-written 
paragraphs; 
superior facility 
with the 
conventions of 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 
 

Information is 
adequate, 
accurate, and 
organized, with 
well-written 
paragraphs; 
competence with 
the conventions of 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 

Information is 
sketchy, mostly 
accurate, and 
somewhat 
organized; some 
paragraphs are not 
clear; frequent, 
minor errors in 
standard written 
English and the 
use of APA 
format. 

Information is 
incomplete, 
inaccurate, and 
disorganized; most 
paragraphs are not 
clear; major errors 
in standard written 
English which 
impede 
understanding; 
APA format was 
consistently used 
incorrectly.  

 


	Contribution to the Classroom: Posting is insightful, thorough, and interesting.

