
                                          School of Professional Studies 
 

 
 

Course No. & Title:  PSYC 321 ID8W2, Research in Psychology 
Semester and Term:   FALL 2017 
Day/Dates: Tuesdays, 10/24/2017 – 12/12/2017 
Time: 6:30 pm – 9:30pm 
Campus: Bridgeport 
 
Course Description:  
Students explore and evaluate the validity of various experimental and non-experimental research strategies 
and gain experience collecting psychological data, in groups and individually. Foundations of statistical 
analysis, including both descriptive and introductory inferential statistics.  
 
Instructor & contact information:  Dr. Renata Streck 
Email: rstreck@bridgeport.edu 
 
Required Textbook:   
Research in Psychology by Goodwin & Goodwin 
ISBN #978-1-119-33044-8, 8th Edition, 2017 
Wiley Publishers 
To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at  http://bridgeport.textbooktech.com/ 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the scientific method as it is used in psychology. The 
emphasis is on developing the skills necessary to be a careful and critical consumer of scientific information. 
You will be introduced to 
 
    * the basic principles of empirical science; 
    * ethical issues in psychological research; 
    * the processes of hypothesis generation and testing; 
    * the dissemination of scientific knowledge in psychology; 
    * the quantitative description of behavior; 
    * common research strategies; and 
    * basic experimental research designs. 
 
Expectations--each week, students will be expected to:  

• Attend class and actively participate in In-class activities 
• Read through the assigned chapters in the textbook 
• Read through the assigned Course Modules and any supplemental materials provided therein 
• Watch any assigned videos  
• Participate in the online Discussions 
• Take notes and ask questions in preparation for the exams 

http://bridgeport.textbooktech.com/


• Make progress regarding the final paper 
 
READING IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR THIS COURSE. 
 
Tests and Discussions will be submitted/completed in Canvas. All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. on their 
assigned dates.  See the Course Outline below due dates and dates of exams.  Canvas assignment details will 
be available within those assignments once they are published. 
 
 
Grading: 
Weekly In-Class Activities/Participation/Attendance            160 points 
Weekly Online Discussion Boards                                           160 points        
Exams                                                                                      200 points 
Quizzes (Syllabus & Reading)                                                 180 points 
Short Papers                                                                            200 points        
                                                TOTAL:                                    900 points 
 
FIRST ASSIGNMENTS (DUE THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS): 
1. Syllabus Quiz: You must score 100% (10 correct out of 10) on a 20 point quiz on the course Syllabus in order 
to continue in the course.  You may take the quiz as many times as necessary to attain a score of 100%.  Note 
that you may not get the exact same questions each time you take the quiz, so be sure to record your answers 
so that you can refer back to these if you take the quiz more than once.  The Syllabus Quiz is due Wednesday 
10/25 at 11:59 p.m. 
2. Discussion Prompt #1: You will have until Wednesday at 11:59pm of Week 1 to complete your Initial Post to 
my prompt, and until 11:59pm Friday to complete your Comment to a classmate.   Appropriate responses (for 
both your own Initial Post as well as your Comments to a peer) should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs each for 
the discussions (with a paragraph being assumed to be a minimum of 4 sentences).  BE SURE TO FOLLOW ALL 
FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS (provided on Canvas) FOR THE PROMPT VERY CAREFULLY.  In your first prompt, 
you will address the following: (1) What are Critical Thinking and Scientific Thinking? How are they the same, 
and how do they differ? (2) Why is it important for students, scholars, and researchers to think scientifically? 
(3) Give an example of critical thinking from our own life and explain how scientific thinking would be similar 
and how it would be different. 
3. Reading Quiz #1: This quiz is due prior to the beginning of each class.  You will have until 11:59 p.m. on 
Monday 10/23 Week 1 to complete the first Reading Quiz.  This quiz will consist of 10 questions taken from 
the Module 1 lecture slides and Chapter 1 of your textbook.  Reading assignments are provided on the course 
outline and in that week’s assignments. 
4. In-Class Activity #1:  This will be provided to you in class on 10/24. 
 
Plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated –ALWAYS paraphrase by writing in your OWN words. Always cite the 
sources you use in your written work.  Even if you cite your source, you may not copy and paste from that 
source.  In addition, do not quote (significant points will be deducted). 
 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS: 

 
PLEASE SEE THE COURSE OUTLINE FOR DUE DATES FOR ALL ASSIGNMENTS. 

 
WEEKLY IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES: 



Each week you are expected to attend class, and actively participate in both oral and written in-class activities.  
You will have a chance to collaborate with your classmates during these activities.  In-class activities will be 
worth 10 points each week and attendance/active participation will be worth 10 points each week.   
 
WEEKLY DISCUSSION BOARD 
There will be 8 Discussion topics posted throughout the course (one per week).  You will write an Initial Post in 
response to that week’s prompt (10 points) as well as a Comment on the response of one of your classmates 
(10 points).  Discussion prompts will ask that you think critically about a certain aspect or topic that pertains to 
that week’s assigned readings and accompanying slides and activities. 
 
Each Discussion prompt posting date is listed in the course schedule below. I will always upload the Discussion 
prompt by 10am that Monday.   You will then have until Wednesday at 11:59pm of that week to complete 
your Initial response to my prompt, and until 11:59pm Friday to complete your Comment to a classmate.   
Appropriate responses (for both your own Initial Post as well as your Comments to a peer) should be a 
minimum of 3 paragraphs each for the discussions (with a paragraph being assumed to be a minimum of 4 
sentences).   
 
YOUR DISCUSSION POSTS MUST BE WRITTEN IN FORMAL, COLLEGE-LEVEL ENGLISH.  All discussion postings 
must be grammatically correct with correct spelling to receive full credit.  Do not use slang terms, 
contractions, texting shorthand, or other shortcuts.  I have created an entire section of the course entitled 
WRITING RESOURCES for you, with handy tips for creating college level written assignments.  You are 
expected to use these resources and any feedback you are given.  Penalties will increase for errors that are 
repeated after feedback is given. 
 
I will always be looking for your real thoughts on the topic rather than only a “right answer.”  Please use your 
own words rather than rephrasing/rehashing definitions related to the topic. Please do not quote any 
dictionary definitions of terms or wiki-anything!  
 
Responses should be your own thoughts and feelings, as backed up with examples from the readings (simply 
saying you agree with someone will not suffice).  Support your opinions with scholarly sources (readings, 
scholarly links, etc).  Plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated –ALWAYS paraphrase by writing in your OWN words. 
Always cite the sources you use in your written work.  Even if you cite your source, you may not copy and 
paste from that source.  In addition, do not quote (significant points will be deducted). 
 
Mocking and/or disruptive/abusive postings will not be tolerated.  This is a zero tolerance policy.  Failure to 
respect your colleagues and instructor will result in having your access to the Discussion Board (and thus your 
ability to complete a good portion of the course requirements) revoked.   
The Rubric for the Discussions is located within our Canvas course site.  Be sure that you read my feedback on 
your Discussion postings very carefully and use that feedback in future posts. 
 
There is a General Questions Forum on the Discussion Board, in which you may post any general questions you 
may have, in order to get clarification about assignments from me.  Do NOT use this area to ask about 
deadlines (all on the Course Outline) or specifics that are already delineated in the assignment.  In addition, 
this is not a forum for posting commentary or for personal information, such as anticipated absences; please 
use email for these kinds of communications. 
 
READING QUIZZES 
You will have weekly reading quizzes on Canvas.  Each quiz will consist of 10 questions taken from the Module 
1 lecture slides and Chapter 1 of your textbook.  Reading assignments are provided on the course outline and 



in that week’s assignments. 
 
EXAMS 
There will be 2 Exams for this course.  Exams are non-cumulative. Each exam will be composed of multiple 
choice and true/false questions (50 questions, 2 points each).  Exam dates can be found in the course outline. 
On the day of the exam, you will see a link become available on Canvas. Once you start the exam, you MUST 
finish it in that setting, and without closing out the window the test was in! You will have 75 minutes to 
complete the exam – in other words, a little over one minute per question. As this is an online course, you will 
obviously have access to your class materials for the exams, however you will not be able to complete the 
exam on time if you attempt to look up every question! You must complete the exam within the 60 minutes 
allotted – you will have 2 points deducted from your exam score for every minute that you go over!  
 
The exam will be available on the day it is scheduled between 10am and 11:59pm. If you have a University 
approved (see below) reason that you will be unable to access the exam on the day it is available, you must let 
me know, in a written email, at least 24 hours before the day of the exam. If you do not take the exam during 
the day and times it is offered, you will receive a zero (again, unless you have a University approved reason for 
needing to take it another day – see below).  
 
You are responsible for completing the exams without consulting other students to do so.  Evidence of 
cheating of any type will result in an automatic failure of the exam and/or course.  Each exam can be taken 
ONLY ONCE. 
 
SHORT PAPERS 
You will write two short APA style papers for this course, which you will submit via Canvas. 
The details of each paper are to be found in that assignment on Canvas.  Your paper should be written in 
complete sentences and paragraphs, with an introduction, body, and conclusion.   Your papers should be 
typed, double-spaced, using 12 point Times New Roman or Courier font, and have one inch margins all 
around.   
 
Each paper will include an APA style Title Page (not counted as one of the 2-3) that has each of the following 
on a separate line, centered, and double spaced: Title of Assignment, Your name, University of Bridgeport.  
Each paper will include and APA style References page.  
 
YOU MUST USE TURNITIN TO COMPLETE THIS ASSIGNMENT, AND YOUR PAPER MUST BE HANDED IN AS A 
PDF.  No other document types will be accepted.  E-mailed papers will not be accepted. 
Plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated –ALWAYS paraphrase by writing in your OWN words. Always cite the 
sources you use in your written work.  Even if you cite your source, you may not copy and paste from that 
source.  In addition, do not quote (significant points will be deducted). 
 
 
GENERAL COURSE ADVICE 
(1) Do not fall behind in your readings!!!  It will be impossible to try and learn all of the information the night 
before the exam is to be offered. Keep up and do the readings in a timely manner and the course will be much 
less stressful for you and much more manageable. You need to read the textbook to succeed in this class 
(2) If you need to contact me, feel free to email me via Canvas using your UB account.  I will typically reply 
within 24 hours on weekdays, or 48 hours on weekends (but typically sooner than that).  If you do not receive 
a reply within this timeframe, resend your correspondence, as you can assume I did not receive it.   
(3) Complete assignments early!!!  Write your Discussion posts WELL ahead of time in a WORD document.  
Then proofread them before copying and pasting them into the Discussion Board itself.  Save your WORD 



documents, to prevent being penalized for any potential submission glitches.  Turn in the assignments WELL 
AHEAD of the (almost) midnight deadlines.  Take each exam early in the day on the date it is offered!!! For 
exams, you have 12 hours, and for all other assignments you have several days to complete.  I absolutely will 
NOT accept a computer problem that occurred 5 minutes before an assignment is due as an excuse to give an 
extension or make up the assignment.  You have chosen to take a course with online components; it is your 
responsibility to make sure that the computer you use is reliable, that you stay aware of and on top of when 
things are due, and that you take the time to submit things early, so that if a problem does come up, you have 
plenty of time to contact me or the IT department help desk at UB to work through the issue. 
 
 
 
 
Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 
 
 
 
COURSE CALENDAR: PSYC 321 
Research Methods in Psychology 
 
Week/Topic Read/Watch Due Dates: Assignments 

Due, Points  
Week 1 
10/23-10/30 
 
Class 10/24 
 
Scientific 
Thinking in 
Psychology 

Read:  
Syllabus, Module 1, Module 2, Chapter 1 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0w2JXq7iD4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JYPOPx2zAk 
  
 

M 10/23: Reading Quiz 1, 
20 pts 
 
T 10/24 In-class activity, 10 
points 
 
W 10/25: Syllabus Quiz, 20 
pts 
 
W 10/25: Discussion 1-
Initial Response, 10 pts 
 
F 10/27: Discussion 1-
Comment, 10 pts 
 

Week 2 
10/31-11/6 
 
Class 10/31 
 
Ethics in 

Read:  
Module 4, Chapter 2 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZwfNs1pqG0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOYLCy5PVgM 

M 10/30: Reading Quiz 2, 
20 points 
 
T 10/31 In-class activity, 10 
points 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0w2JXq7iD4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JYPOPx2zAk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZwfNs1pqG0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOYLCy5PVgM


Psychological 
Research 
 

  
W 11/1: Discussion 2-Initial 
Response, 10 points 
 
F 11/3: Discussion 2- 
Comment, 10 pts 

Week 3 11/7-
11/13 
 
Class 11/7 
 
Developing 
Ideas & 
Communicati
ng Results 
 

Read: 
Module 2, Module 3, Chapter 3, Appendix A 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdAfIqRt60c&inde
x=1&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpAOi8-
WUY4&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D&index=2 
 

M 11/6: Reading Quiz 3, 20 
pts 
 
T 11/7 In-class activity, 10 
points 
 
W 11/8: Discussion 3-Initial 
Response, 10 points 
 
F 11/10: Discussion 3- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 
Sun 11/12: Article 
Summary-correlational 
Design, 100 pts 

Week 4 
11/14-11/20 
 
Class 11/14 
 
Sampling, 
Measurement
, & 
Hypothesis 
Testing 
 

Read: 
Module 5, 6, Chapter 4 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5zlhbmBghI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOBYsdgGhVw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW16A7hXbTo 

M 11/13: Reading Quiz 4, 
20 pts 
 
T 11/14:  In-class activity, 
10 points 
 
W 11/15: Discussion 4-
Initial Response, 10 points 
 
F 11/17: Discussion 4- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 
Sun 11/19: Exam 1, 100 
pts 
 
 

Week 5 
11/21-11/27 
 
Class 11/21 
 
Introduction 
to 
Experimental 
Research 
 

Read: 
Module 7, Chapter 3, Chapter 5, Appendix A 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtLnBz6lbRQ 

M 11/20: Reading Quiz 5, 
20 pts 
 
T 11/21 In-class activity, 10 
points 
 
W 11/22: Discussion 5-
Initial Response, 10 points 
 
F 11/24: Discussion 5- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 
 

Week 6 Read: M 11/27: Reading Quiz 6, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdAfIqRt60c&index=1&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdAfIqRt60c&index=1&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpAOi8-WUY4&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpAOi8-WUY4&list=PL8F43A67F38DE3D5D&index=2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5zlhbmBghI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOBYsdgGhVw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW16A7hXbTo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtLnBz6lbRQ


11/28-12/4 
 
Class 11/28 
 
Methodologic
al Controls 
 

Module 7, Chapter 6 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXjqCUNH3b0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFdeEw8klWE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mV9Wj8ohT0k 

20 pts 
 
T 11/28:  In-class activity, 
10 points 
 
W 11/29: Discussion 6-
Initial Response, 10 points 
 
F 12/1: Discussion 6- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 
Sun 12/3: Article 
Summary-experimental 
design, 100 pts 
 

Week 7 12/5-
12/11 
 
Class 12/5 
 
Survey 
Methods 

Read: 
Module 8, Chapter 9 
 
Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugd4k3dC_8Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMUQSMFGBDo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQnqXGpOWbY 

M 12/4: Reading Quiz 7, 20 
pts 
 
T 12/5:  In-class activity, 10 
points 
 
W 12/6: Discussion 7-Initial 
Response, 10 points 
 
F 12/8: Discussion 7- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 

Week 8 
12/12-12/18 
 
Class 12/12 
 
Quasi-
Experimental 
Designs and 
Applied 
Research 

Read: 
Chapter 11 
 
Watch: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wouruc3QPik 

M 12/11: Reading Quiz 8, 
20 pts 
 
T 12/12: In-class activity, 
10 points 
 
W 12/13: Discussion 8-
Initial Response, 10 points 
 
F 12/15: Discussion 8- 
Comment, 10 pts 
 
F 12/15: Exam 2, 100 pts 

 Syllabus subject to change at the discretion of the 
Instructor 

 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXjqCUNH3b0%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFdeEw8klWE%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mV9Wj8ohT0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugd4k3dC_8Y%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMUQSMFGBDo%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQnqXGpOWbY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wouruc3QPik

