
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 

         
Course No. & Title:  PRST 224 RB8W1, Critical Thinking and Writing   
Semester and Term:  Fall 2017  
Day and Dates:  Thursdays, August 31 – October 19, 2017 
Time: 6pm – 9pm 
Campus Location: Stamford 
 
Course Description: 
Develops the ability to analyze, criticize and advocate ideas. Examines relationship of language to logic, 
induction and deduction, facts, inferences, judgments, formal and informal fallacies of language and 
thought. Instructs in writing about issues of critical thinking to develop both thinking and writing skills. 
 
Instructor & contact information: Alane Bikovsky 
Email: bikovsky@bridgeport.edu 
 
Required Materials:  
Sinnott-Armstrong & Fogelin. (2015). Understanding Arguments. Cengage 
ISBN: 978-1-285-19736-4 
 
Course Objective: 
The primary objectives of this course are to impart a functional ability to reason well, and to improve 
your analytical skills and instincts. In addition to familiarizing you with elementary methods of argument 
composition and analysis, the course is further designed to aid you in understanding the essential 
principles involved in the theory and practice of reasoned decision making. The writing skills you 
develop in this class will serve you across all academic disciplines and in the workplace. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

a) Demonstrate skills in elementary inductive and deductive reasoning. 
b) Identify and understand basic formal and informal fallacies of language and thought. 
c) Identify assumptions upon which conclusions depend. 
d) To comprehend and evaluate others' arguments by becoming a more critical reader 
e) To identify the basic elements of argument: claims, types of support, and warrants 
f) To become more adept and intentional in using inductive and deductive reasoning 
g) To learn to evaluate evidence for its quality, and sources for their legitimacy 
h) Write a scholarly college level argumentative essay. 

mailto:bikovsky@bridgeport.edu


 

Assignments and Grading Criteria: 

Discussion boards, responses and participation/attendance     20% 

Reflections 10% 

Short Assignments 20% 

Essays 30% 

Final Argumentative Essay 20% 

  

 

Letter Grading Scale: 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 

100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 

  

Course Outline 

Module One: Critical Thinking and Uses of 
Argument 

Discussion 1 

Reflection 1 

Module Two: Close Analysis 

 

Discussion 2 

Short Assignment 1 

Essay 1 

Choose Final Argumentative Essay Topic 

Module Three: Logic Discussion 3 

Short Assignment 2 

Essay 2 



Module Four: Arguments and Inference Discussion 4 

Short Assignment 3 

Module Five: Reasoning, Chances, and Choices Discussion 5 

Essay 3 

Module Six: Logical Fallacies Discussion 6 

Short Assignment 4 

Draft Argumentative Essay 

Module  Seven: Types of Reasoning 

 

Discussion 7 

Reflection 2 

Module Eight: Final Argumentative Essay Discussion 8 

Reflection 3 

Final Argumentative Essay 

 

Short Assignments 

Short assignments will be assigned throughout the course to review concepts related to the topic being 
discussed.  

Essays  

All essays will follow APA format.  Including an APA title page.  At the end of the document, beginning on 
its own page, put your references, the word References is at the very top of the page, with references 
listed alphabetically by author, with a hanging indent of .5 inches. APA format also means using 12 point 
font, times new roman type, and the double spacing the entire paper.   Each essay, will be two to three 
pages of text.  This does not include your title or reference page. Avoid using “I” to remain objective. 
You will use at least two credible sources to support your topic. 

Reflections 

Each reflection should be two paragraphs of 7-10 sentences. APA is not required for the reflections, so 
you can use “I.”   

Draft and Final Argumentative Essay 

This is your term project. 

For the Argumentative Essay - argue one side of the topic, but also include the counterargument to 
remain unbiased in your writing. Remember to review the fallacies to avoid these in your argument. The 
essay will be objective, so do not use “I.” 



In Module 2, you will choose your topic for the Final Argumentative Essay and post to the discussion 
board.  Then the instructor will review your topic, and will offer alternatives or approve your topic. 

In Module 6, you will hand in a Draft of the Argumentative Essay.  This essay will include: Title Page, 
Outline, Thesis, Intro, Conclusion, and References Page.    The Draft Argumentative Essay is four to five 
pages of text.  This does not include your title or reference page.  

In Module 8 you will hand in the Final Argumentative Essay.  This essay will include: Title Page, Outline, 
Thesis, Intro, Content, Conclusion, and References Page.  The Final Argumentative Essay is five to six 
pages of text.  This does not include your title or reference page.   This Final Argumentative Essay will 
include at least four academic, scholarly sources to support your claim. Scholarly resources are found 
using the Wahlstrom Library online database.  Be sure to search for journal articles that have been peer-
reviewed and have been published in the past five years.  Links to websites are not considered scholarly.  
Though website information may be used in your paper if properly cited and in addition to the four 
scholarly resources.   

APA Format for the Draft and Final Argumentative Essay.  Include an APA title page.  At the end of the 
document, beginning on its own page, type the word References and center it at the very top of the 
page.  Under References, list the references alphabetically by author, with a hanging indent of .5 inches. 
APA format also means using 12 point font, times new roman type, and the double spacing the entire 
paper.    


