
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 
         
Course No. & Title:  HUSV 110 ID8W2, Alcohol and Drugs 
Semester and Term:  FALL 2017 
Day and Dates:  Mondays, October 23 – December 11, 2017 
Time:  6pm – 9pm 
Campus Location:  Bridgeport 
 
 
Course Description:   
This course explores alcohol and other drug use and abuse in society. Included in the course will be a 
historic review, the role of culture in use of drugs, the effect on society, the family and the individual, 
and an overview of the etiology, assessment and treatment of dependence.  
 
Instructor & contact information:  Tanya Iacono 
Email:   tanyas@bridgeport.edu 
 

Required Textbook:  “Drugs in American Society” by Erich Goode Publisher: McGraw-Hill, Pub. 
Date: April 2011   ISBN-13: 9780078026591  Edition Number: 9 

To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at  ubcampusstore.com 
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 
 

• Articulate theories and models of addiction 
• Define the major categories of substances. 
• Give an overview of drug use/abuse in society. 
• Understand the history of alcohol/drug treatment 
• Explore the effects of addiction on the family system. 
• Articulate the cultural influences of drug use. 
• Understand the basic elements of assessment and diagnosis of abuse and dependence.  

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Erich+Goode


 

**Assignment Prior to First Class Session: 
Assignment- Please read Chapter 1   

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

Assignments for Second Class Session: 
Assignment – Please read Chapter 2 

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

 
Assignment for Third Class Session: 
Assignment – Please Read Chapter 3  

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 
 

Assignment for Fourth Class Session:   
Assignment – Please Read Chapter 5 

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

 
Assignment for Fifth Class Session: 
Assignment – Please Read Chapter 7  

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

 
Assignment for Sixth Class Session: 
Assignment – Please Read Chapter 8 

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

 
Assignment for Seventh Class Session: 
Assignment – Read Chapter 9 and Chapter 10 

• Questions will be posted on Canvas regarding the chapter readings.  Please 
submit your responses through the Canvas page. 

 
Assignment for Last Class Session: 
Assignment – Read Chapter 11 and 14 

• BOOK REVIEW DUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOOK REVIEW ASSIGNMENT: 
 

Students will select one of the books listed above (other books may be considered at the 
discretion of the instructor).  You will have until the last class to complete reading the book and 
write a 3 to 4 page review of the book.  The content of the paper should reflect your 
understanding of the theories of drug use (biological, psychological and sociological).  You will 
begin by providing a detailed summary of the book (i.e. main characters, drug(s) of choice, 
major plot points, etc.). Secondly, you will apply one theory from biological, psychological and 
sociological perspectives to explain the drug using behaviors of the character(s) in the book you 
selected.  For example, from the biological perspective you may think that your character 
abuses substances due to genetic factors.  You would support your answer by providing 
examples of how genes could be linked to the character’s addictive behaviors.  
 

You may use sources other than your text to support your response; however, 
remember to provide in-text citations and a reference page of sources incorporated into your 
paper.  We will have time to discuss this assignment further in class.  The papers should be 
typed, double-spaced and 12pt font.   
   

Book Review Novels: 

Select ONE of the following novels for your book review assignment.  This can be found at your 
local libraries. 
 
Smack by Melvin Burgess 
Glass by Ellen Hopkins 
Crank by Ellen Hopkins 
Beautiful Boy by David Sheff 
The Twinie Bin by Aimee Gayer 
A Child Called It by David Pelzer 
A Million Little Pieces by James Frey 
My Brother’s Keeper by Patricia McCormick 
A Small Journal of Heroin Addiction by Robin Marche 
Everything I Never Wanted to Be: a memoir of alcoholism and addiction, faith and family, 
hope and humor by Dina Kucera 
Portrait of an Addict As a Young Man: A Memoir by Bill Clegg 
A Piece of Cake by Cupcake Brown 
Heroin Diaries by Nikki Sixx 
In My Skin:  A Memoir of Addiction by Kate Holden 
Broken:  My Story of Addiction and Redemption by William Cope Moyers and Katherine 
Ketcham 
 
 
 



 

WEEKLY QUIZZES: 
 
There will be weekly quizzes focusing on the readings.  The quizzes will consist of 5 short-
answer questions.  There will NOT be a quiz the first class.   
 
WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
For the assignments listed above please submit all responses through the Canvas page under 
the assignments tab. 
 
WEEKLY GROUP ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Students will be divided into groups during the first class.  This will be your group for every 
group assignment.  Each group will have class time to answer questions related to the reading.  
Your responses to those questions will then be used as part of the class discussion.  All group 
assignments will be required to be submitted through the Canvas page.  Click on the group tab 
to find the link to submit your group assignment.  
 
WEEKLY DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
In addition to in class discussions of the reading and other related topics, each student will be 
required to respond to a discussion questions that will be posted on the Canvas page under the 
discussion tab.  Each student will be required to respond to the topic and also respond to at 
least 2 classmates.  The first discussion question will be posted prior to the first class.   
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: 
 
Book Review:  100pts 
Canvas Discussion Assignments:  40pts 
In-class Group Assignments:  50pts 
Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 
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