
                                   School of Professional Studies 
 
         
Course No. & Title:  ENGL 252 IDDL2, Women in Literature 
Semester and Term:   Fall 2017 
Day and Dates:  August 28 – October 21, 2017 
Time:  Asynchronous 
Campus Location:  Online 
 

Course Description: The course examines the stereotypes, myths and realities involved in the way 
women are viewed by male and female authors. Authors include D.H. Lawrence, Ibsen, Kate Chopin, 
Virginia Woolf, Edith Wharton.  

Instructor & contact information:  Paul Rosenberg 

Email:  prosenbe@bridgeport.edu 

Required Textbooks:   

• Literature, The Human Experience, 12th ed., by Richard Abcarian, Marvin Klotz, and Samuel 
Cohen.  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015. ISBN 978-1457699931 

• The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, (any edition, available at most libraries and 
bookstores)  

To order textbooks, go to the bookstore website at http:ubcampusstore.com 

Select IDEAL Campus and login to the bookstore. Select the course and follow instructions. 

Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

• Articulate a vision of women in literature as seen through the eyes of the authors studied in the 
course 

• Demonstrate an understanding of traditions and themes in literature with special emphasis on how 
women are viewed by male and female authors 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the basic elements of literature, including plot, character, theme, 
symbolism, irony, and setting 

• Write about literature in a meaningful, thoughtful way, carefully examining the intent of the 
authors as well as the interpretations made by readers 

mailto:prosenbe@bridgeport.edu


Office Hours: Email at any time; online “live” office hours and phone conferences by appointment.  My 
cell phone number is 860.309.9832. 

Biography: I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut 
and a Master of Arts degree in English from Central Connecticut State University in New Britain, 
Connecticut. 

After many years as a freelance writer and many more years in corporate communications, primarily with 
Better Brands, Inc. and International Multifoods, I served as Associate Dean & Director of Distance 
Learning at Post University in Waterbury, Connecticut, from 2001 to 2005. From 2005 – 2007 I served as 
Director of Academic Services, and Managing Partner, of FacultyMentor, a company that provided 
training, certification, assessment, and consulting to the online education community. 

In addition to teaching at The University of Bridgeport, I teach online at several other colleges and 
universities around the country, including The University of Maryland and Southern New Hampshire 
University.  I teach a variety of English and Communications courses including Writing for Managers, 
Technical Writing, Writing for Business, Grant Writing, English Composition, Composition & Research, 
Introduction to Critical Reading: Text & Context, Critical Thinking, Communications, Information 
Literacy, World Literature, Introduction to Literature, Shakespeare, The American Short Story, Women in 
Literature, Science Fiction, Early American Literature, American Literature I & II, and Art Against 
Society in American Modernism. 

I have presented at regional and national conferences on the topic of training and certifying faculty to 
teach online courses, including The Blackboard Southeast Region Users Group Conference at Duke 
University in September, 2004 and Sea of Choices: Charting a Course for Your Institution, an 
EDUCAUSE/Nercomp Conference held in March, 2005 at the DCU Center in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

I co-authored an article entitled Uniting Technology and Pedagogy: The Evolution of an Online Teaching 
Certification Course that was published in the January, 2006 issue of EDUCAUSE Quarterly. 

Discussion Postings 

The discussion boards are the “heart and soul” of an online course.  Postings will be evaluated for effort, 
thoroughness, understanding of the assignment, spelling and grammar, and timeliness of posting.  Late 
discussion postings will not be accepted.  Timely online class participation is essential to this course.  
Please review the grading rubric below for how postings will be evaluated. 



Grading Rubric for Discussion Postings 

 

 10 (Excellent) 9 (Good) 8 (Fair) 7 (Poor) 

Contribution to the 
Classroom 

Posting is 
insightful, 
thorough, and 
interesting. 

Posting is 
thorough and 
interesting. 

Posting is 
interesting but 
lacks insight and 
depth. 

Posting is 
uninteresting 
and/or too brief 
for the 
assignment. 

Inspires Reply 
Postings from 
Other Students 

A serious effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply.  Posting 
generates 
questions and 
opens up new 
avenues for 
discussion. 

A serious effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

Some effort is 
made to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

No effort is made 
to frame the 
discussion posting 
in such a way as to 
encourage others 
to reply. 

Demonstrated 
Understanding of 
the Reading 
Assignment 

Posting 
demonstrates a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment and is 
substantiated by 
several examples 
from the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment and is 
substantiated by at 
least one example 
from the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment but is 
not substantiated 
by examples from 
the textbook 
and/or companion 
website. 

Posting 
demonstrates very 
little 
understanding of 
the reading 
assignment. 

Grammar, 
Mechanics, 
Spelling, and 
Sentence Structure 

Posting is highly 
polished; no 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Posting is 
polished; 
maximum of one 
grammar or 
spelling error. 

Posting is 
adequate; 
maximum of two 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Inadequate 
posting; more than 
two spelling or 
grammar errors. 

 



Grading Scale - Course Activities and Grade Weights 

Essay #1 25% 

Essay #2 25% 

Essay #3 25% 

Participation in the Weekly Discussion Boards 25% 

Total 100% 

 

Letter Grading Scale: 
 

% of Points Earned Letter Grade  % of Points Earned Letter Grade 
100-94 A  76-74 C 
93-90 A-  73-70 C- 
89-87 B+  69-67 D+ 
86-84 B  66-64 D 
83-80 B-  63-60 D- 
79-77 C+  Below 60 F 

 
 

Three Essays will be assigned during the course to give students an opportunity to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the works studied.  Appropriate secondary sources will be used by students to help support 
their viewpoints.  These essays will each be worth 25% of the student’s final grade.  Late submissions 
will not be accepted unless there are sufficient extenuating circumstances to warrant an extension of the 
due date.  Be sure to contact the instructor promptly if there are extenuating circumstances that interfere 
with the timely submission of any assignment. 

 

Discussion posting assignments will be posted every week.  Active, engaged participation is required in 
every discussion forum.  Each student will be required to post a substantial mini-essay for each discussion 
assignment.  Additionally, each student will be required to post at least one substantial response in each 
forum to receive credit for their own posting.  Grading rubrics will be posted in the course explaining how 
all postings will be evaluated.  Postings and replies must be posted by the assigned due dates.  Late 
postings and replies cannot be accepted.  Participation in the discussion forums is worth 25% of a 
student’s final grade. 



Essays will be evaluated according to the following rubric: 

Grading Rubric for Essays 

 A (Excellent) B (Good) C (Fair) D (Poor) 

Thoroughness 

Essay addresses 
all the required 
aspects of the 
assignment in an 
organized, 
coherent manner. 

Essay addresses 
most of the 
required aspects 
of the assignment 
in an organized, 
coherent manner/ 

Essay addresses 
some of the 
required aspects 
of the assignment 
but not in a 
completely 
organized, 
coherent manner. 

Essay does not 
address the 
required aspects 
of the 
assignment.  
Essay is not 
organized and 
coherent. 

Supporting 
Details 

Essay includes 
numerous 
specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay includes 
some specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay includes a 
few specific 
examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Essay does not 
include an 
adequate number 
of examples from 
the texts to 
support student’s 
viewpoint. 

Demonstrated 
Understanding of 
the Assignment 

Essay 
demonstrates a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Essay 
demonstrates a 
good 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
some 
understanding of 
the assignment 
by synthesizing a 
few concepts 
from the readings 
and class 
discussions. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
very little 
understanding of 
the assignment 
and does not 
attempt to 
synthesize 
concepts from 
the readings and 
class discussions. 

Grammar, 
Mechanics, 
Spelling, and 
Sentence 
Structure 

Essay is highly 
polished; no 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Essay is 
polished; 
maximum of one 
grammar or 
spelling error. 

Essay is 
adequate; 
maximum of two 
grammar or 
spelling errors. 

Not college level 
writing; essay 
has more than 
two spelling or 
grammar errors. 

 



BRIEF OVERVIEW OF COURSE (and reading list) 

Be sure to read the biographies of all the assigned authors in our textbook.  Author biographies can be 
found beginning on page 1326. 

 

Module 1 (Week 1) 

Innocence and Experience 

Read pages 2 - 29, Responding to Literature 

Jamaica Kincaid, Girl, pg.105 

Stephen Crane, The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky, 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/CraBrid.html 

Anne Bradstreet, The Prologue, http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/Bradstreet/bradpoems.htm 

Robert Browning, My Last Duchess, pg. 173 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be several discussion board assignments each week.  Please 
see the discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

********* 

Module 1 (Week 2) 

Read pgs. 30 - 73, Writing About Literature 

Toni Cade Bambara, The Lesson, pg. 98 

James Joyce, Araby, pg. 125 

Emily Dickinson, She Rose to His Requirement, pg. 421 

Louise Gluck, The School Children, pg 190 

Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House, begins page 213, (Begin, read first half) 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

 

Module 2 (Week 3) 

Conformity and Rebellion 

Read pgs. 316 - 318 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/CraBrid.html
http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/Bradstreet/bradpoems.htm


Read pgs. 1334 - 1342, Glossary of Critical Approaches 

Henrik Ibsen, A Doll’s House, (Finish, read second half) 

Shirley Jackson, The Lottery, pg. 367 

Amy Tan, Two Kinds, pg. 384 

Phyllis Wheatley, On Being Brought from Africa to America, pg. 702 

Gwendolyn Brooks, We Real Cool, pg. 432 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

ESSAY #1 DUE 

Module 3 (Weeks 4 and 5) 

Culture and Identity 

Week 4 

Read pgs. 534 - 536 

William Faulkner, A Rose for Emily, pg. 623 

Alice Walker, Everyday Use, pg. 586 

Jamaica Kincaid, Girl, pg. 105 

Virginia Woolf, What If Shakespeare Had Had a Sister?, pg. 819 

Read approximately the first third of The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

 



Week 5 

Marge Piercy, Barbie Doll, pg. 659 

T. S. Eliot, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, pg. 651 

Read approximately the second third of The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

Module 4 (Weeks 6 and 7) 

Love and Hate 

Week 6 

Read pgs. 832 - 834 

Kate Chopin, The Storm, pg. 861 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper, pg. 548 

Sappho, With His Venom, pg. 933 

William Shakespeare, Sonnet 18, “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” pg. 934, and Sonnet 29, 
“When, in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes,” pg. 934 

Read approximately the final third of The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

ESSAY #2 DUE 

Week 7 

Susan Glaspell, Trifles, pg. 1073 

Anne Bradstreet, To My Dear and Loving Husband, pg. 941 

Andrew Marvell, To His Coy Mistress, pg. 977 

Ben Jonson, Song, To Celia, pg. 940 

Sylvia Plath, Daddy, pg. 953 

Sharon Olds, Sex without Love, pg. 958 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 



Module 5 (Week 8) 

Life and Death 

Read pgs. 1122 - 1125 

Katherine Anne Porter, The Jilting of Granny Weatherall, pg. 1227 

The Story of an Hour, pg. 1174 

Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried, pg.1177 

Pablo Neruda, The Dead Woman, pg. 1265 

Discussion Board Assignments: There will be discussion board assignments each week.  Please see the 
discussion area for each week’s discussion assignments. 

ESSAY #3 DUE 


